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To the Revenexo 


= JOHN MASON, | 
At DonxiNG in SURRY. 


RvR and dear Sin, 


Was pleaſed when you informed | 


! me, that you had 4 Deſign (0 «x 
Fj print 4 new Edition of the SELECT - 


REMAINS of your Reverend Grand- 
father. Tis very agreeable to hear, : 
that the Spirit and. Temper which 


maintain d amongſt us, that there are 
ſufficient Readers to encourage theſe 
Remains to be republiſhed. I have 
often thought, that this Collection of 
A 5 Thort 


| runs through that Book, is ſo far = 
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ſhort Sentences, under various Heads, 2 


are very proper to attend Chriſtians | 

of the middle Rank of Life, either | 
in the Parlour or the Kitchen, in the 
Shop or the Work. Houſe; and for 
that End I have been « a frequent Pur- ; 


chaſer of them, to diſtribute i in Fa- 


. milie, among mow: Chriſtians. 


By ſpending one Minute in read- A 


ing theſe Sentences now and then, ſe- | 

rious Perſons may ſind ſufficient Matter q 
to furniſh them with frequent pious 
| Meditations i in every C ircumſtance of N 


the Chriſtian Life; and they may be 


as happily uſeful in the Retirements 
: of the Cloſet. 


The stile and Manner appears t to 
me much like that of the late Reve- 
rend Mr. Henn, whoſe practical 

Works 
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Works have been ſounirerſally clicem- YN 
ed. Tho there is not any Affecta- 
tion « of a Train of cloſe Reaſoning = 

a here, or magnificent and new Ideas 
] which would tempt the polite and 
| learned World to peruſe them; yet a 
1 ſerious Chriſtian of the higheſt Rank 
can hardly read many of theſe Say- 
* ings, without an inward Reliſh and 
Taſte of the Truth of them, 


The Lan to dis Friends N 


; the Reader, that the Writer's Heart 4 
was always in Heaven, and may teach 


him upon every Occaſion to bring 


Religion into his Converſe with his = 
” Friends, whether by writing or ſpeak- | 


Upon the whole, 1 cannot but : 


conceive it to be an uſeful Service to 


A 3 3 Man- 


Mankind to Bare theſe papers ſpread f 
abroad! in the World; that every Oc- | 


caſion may be taken to ſupport a 
5 Senſe of ſerious Religion amidſt the 


mwany Temptations of this Life. a And 


if you imagine, Sin, that my Opi- 
nion may be of any Advantage, you 

have my free Leave to make 1 1 
Letter as publick as you pleaſe. Y 


21K, 


Your affeftionate Brother, 


and humble Servan 45 


NMewington, 
Oct. 24, 1741. 
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uE Author OY theſe (ect lhe a 
(who hath been dead now above Fifty 


Tear, ) was a Perſon of- as eminent a Ch. 


racier in the Religious World as moſt Ages 
3 bhave produced. He was by Principle @ 
* Ceonformiſt to the E ab ſhd Church of Eng- 5 


land, and died at Water-Stratford in the CR 


* County of Bucks, A. D. 1694, having bee I 
1 Res for of that Place twenty Years. sf 
Il is not my Deſign to preſent the Reader | 
with the Hiſtory of the Life of Mr. Maſon. 


This bath already been attempted, ſome Years | 


Vince, by the Reverend Mr, Maurice, Rector 
| of Tyringham, Bucks, and ſome others. But 
the moſt full and impartial Account hereof = 


was drawn up by the Reverend Mr, Richard | 
Mayo, Vicar of Kimbal, Bucks; whoſe pious + 


Temper, and ſolid Judgment, (attended with 
the Advantage of a long and intimate Aa- 
Juaintance with Mr. Maſon, and of living 
in the ſame Netghbourhood rendered him 


very capable of fuch an Undertaking, and 1 


oft him ens all een of Partiality. — 
* But 


mm REF ROE A 
But this Account never was publiſh'd, nor 1 
T beheve never will, \ 
4, for Mr. Maſon's true Character, it may | 
ben be gather'd from thaſe few Writings | 
 ewhich he hath left behind him; and from 
| theſe Select Remains, which are faithfully | 
extracted from authentic Manuſcripts, 
He was certainly a Man of uncommon Fer- 
vor 7 Spirit in the Cauſe of God and Reli- 
His Learning was conſiderable, his | 
e above the common Level, and his | 
Application extraordinary. For a deep and 
continual Senſe of Religion upon his Spirit he 
| had not many Equals; and for an honeſt 
and unaſtected Zeal in the Service of Chriſt, | 
be Had few Superior. His Mind was a- 
bt ceptible of the warmeſt Impreſſions of Devo—- 
tion. Whatever he utter'd (eſpecially if it 
related to his Saviour) ſeem'd to come from 
1 the very bottom of his Soul; and the Impreſ- F 
Nh on it made upon his Hearers was owmg, | 
in a great Meaſure, to that which they ob= » % 
e t firft made upon him *, 3 
The fame is obſervable, in his Writings.— 4 
Me are touched not only with the Force and 
Beauty of a fine Thought, but with the eaſy 
and unaffected Manner in which it is deli= | 
if wered: Which ſhews that it came direftly | 
From the Author's Heart; and it MOVES US 
becauſe We cannot but ſee it mov'd him. 


—_— ; 
TT, I * * 


Si vis me flere, dolendum eſt 
Primum ipſi tibi. „ - A 


\ . 
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His Stile is ftrong, conciſe, and plain, 

uphich of all others ig certainly the fitteſt to 

T convey the warmeſt Sentiments from and to + 
the Heart. But the Succeſs of his Minifte= 

rial Labours was not ſo much owing to his 

natural Oratory in the Pulpit, as to the 

firift and exemplary Piet of his Conduct out 


5 g z of it. Fever Man made Religion his greateſt 
33 / neſs aud Pleaſure, he did. How much 


he was in his Element when at Prayer, 
appears from the frequent Diſcharge of that \ 
Duty, viz. Six Times every Day as long as © 
bie was able; twice by himſelf, twice with © 
His Wife, and twice with the Family. The 
” firſt Poſture he was in every Morning as ſoon 
* as he was out of Bed, was upon his Knees; © 
and the ſame as ſoon as he returned from a | 


Fourney —His Religious converſe was 


neither forced nor affected, but accompanied 
with an cafy and chearful Addreſs; and 


4 ſſeem'd as natural to him as worldly Dif 


D courſes were to others : Which made it not 


Burthenſome and Awful, but Agreeable and 2 | 


Entertaming. 1 
In his Sentiment af Church-Government I 


: de was for the Eſtabliſh'd Form; in his 3 
Sentiments of Dottrimes he was for the Cal- 4 
viniſtical Scheme; but far from being a Bi- 


got to either, as appeareth eſpecially from | 


 , thoſe Letters of his which are inſerted in | 
this Collection. His extenſive Charity ſeemed * 
to art aroſe 1. his ry Humility ; Cenſo- 
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riouſueſs being ever the genuine Ofepring E 1 
Pride, as Bigotry of Ignorance, ——tn 
ſhort, that I may not be thought to exceed. 
the Bounds of Decency, or be ſuſpected of 
giving any partial Hmbelliſbments to his 
_ Character, let us take it jrom Mr. Maurice 


himſelf; who certainly fands clear of all 
Wy Charge of Partiality in favour of Mr. Ma- 
ſon; hb: Words are theje, 


Ve was a Perſon of as great Devotion 5 


« os ever I met with ; uz his main Aim 


„ was to make all he converſed with to be 
« Religious. I think verily he was not 


only Temperate, but Mortified ; not only 
« True and Juſt, but Kind and Charltahle: 


Bll © Charitable to the good Name as well as 


to the Soul and Body. He was (nec Ira- 


6. n nec Irritabilis) neither Angry: nor 1 | 


TEE Cc 
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Mech in . Converſe: Ne ever + everwangh, 
ce but (where he thought he could not ex- 


« ceed) for God. The Family where he 


« Jiued for many Years, and which he ſince 
CO often wifited, very lately tald me, They 
„ thought him as free from Vanity, as 
« others could be from Vice; and that they 
„ could never ſee wherein he did too much, 


or where too little. / cannot, indeed, Jar = 
fo much, yet I am ready to think, that all | 
hit Redundancies, as well as Defects, 
d re deſigned in order to a greater Good.” 


0 


See Nr. Maurice's Account, p· 28. 
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Tr this I Dall only adjoin the Teftlimony of 
| the Reverend Mr. Hammet, who ſucceeded 
Mr. Maſon in the Vicarage of Stanton-Ber= 


ry, (upon his Preſentation to the Reftory 
if Water-Stratford) and who was after= 


* wards Rector of ee in the Jame 


4 - 406 © 
5 . 


1 County. .2 
My Acquaintance (faith he) with Mr. 3} 
1 Maſon, T have eſteemed one of the greateſt 
7 « Mercies I ever received. His Learning 
and Piety were great, and his Humility © | 
„ deep. Divers Souls in the N 


« hood wherein he lived were Seals of his 


4 and his Zeal fo great, that as they were _ 
f 4 the Comfort, 2 they were the Admira= "3 
1 © tion of thoſe that feared God, and lwd 
* near him. He was in his Tudoment and 
Practice, a Conforming Miniſter. Ihe 
Liturgy he read with Actection, and 
* ſaid, he enfoyd much Communion with _ 
Cod while reading it. But he was far 
from a bitter Spirit againſt. Diſſenters. 
« 80 great was his Love to Chriſt, that he 
« had a Value for any one who pole a fa- 
« wvoury Word of him. And as he had a 
« great Charity for others, fo he was mo, 
Highly efteem'd by the moſt ſober Churchmen. 
and Diſſenters. Mr. Baxter ſaid, He was 
( the Glory of the Church of England. i 0 ; 
The Other Judicious Mini ters J have heard 


1 105 


2 . 


% Nini ry. His Afections were jo fervent, 1 
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N 
« ſay, That they never converſed with 4 
. Miniſter, Conforming, or Non-Conform- 
6 ing, that equall'd him. The Frame of 
hic Spirit was ſo heavenly, his Deport= 
« ment ſo humble and obliging, - his Dif 
courſe of ſpiritual Things (and little elſe 
& could we hear from him) ſo weighty, \: 
<« with fuch apt Words and delizhtful Air, 
te that it ee d all that had any ſpiritual | 
« Reliſh, and was not ſo burthenſome to 
others, as Diſcourſes of that Nature have 
been from other Miniſters.” 
I have often thought how happy it would 
be for the Chriſtian Church, if inſtead of 
contending about Forms and Speculations, 
We could all unite in this humble, chari- 
table, and truly pious Temper, with which || 
Bl. this good man was ſo cmmently diſtinguiſu- 
ae. The Prevalence of ſuch a Spirit auc 
Lemper, I am ſure, is more wanted, and 
more to be wiſh'd for, by every good Chrif= | 
tian, than any of thoſe Things about which | 
we generally ſpend our warmeſt Zeal. If 
we muſt be zealous, let us Cas he did) turn 
the Heat of our Zeal againſt Sin, and for the 
neceſſary and undiſputed Intereſs of vital 
Holineſs, and then it will not be ſo apt to 
blind or miſlead us. If we cannot all be of | 
he ſame Sentiments, we may all be of the | 
ſame Spirit, —— But this is a Happineſs ra- 
ther to be deſired than expected, till ſome | 
Divine 
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Hivine Power more generally correct or 
LTempers, and give the human Mind a bet- 


ter Diſpofition than what ſeems to prevail 
at preſent 0 when ſhall we ceaſe to 


* "the Wheat? When will Mankind be per- 

W to look upon, and embrace Chriſtia- 

nity *, not as a Set of Forms, or a Scheme 
of Notions, but as a Divine Diſcipline t to 
reform the Heart and Life? | 

7 It muſt be acknowledged indeed, that tos 4 
= 3 wards the Cloſe of Mr. Maſon's Life, this 
- fair and beautiful Scene awas much diſco= _ 

* tHured. His fervid Zeal, and warm Afec- 
tions for the Honour of Chriſt (attended. 
with the Decays of Nature) betrayed him 
into ſome Exceſſes in the Millinarian Scheme, 
3 which no judicious Chriſtian can approve. 
„EA laſting Monument of this plain Truth, 
3 viz. That the greateſt Piety doth not ſe- 
cure the beſt of Men from Miſtakes; and 
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rf therefore it is dangerous. for any Man to 
venture to go a Jot beyond what is written: 
And that (as Ireneus faith) with reſpett to 
7 obſcure Prophecies, | It is much the ſafer 1 
Way to wait for the Accompliſhment of 
them, than to give ourſelves to Gueſlings I 
and Conjectures. 


But over this unhappy Scene, Religion | 
: and Duty oblige me to throw a can | 


Vid. Life of Mr. 745 Howe, p. 78. Folia; 


* 
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ſtriue about the Chaff, whilſt we neglect 
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Veil-—eſpecially fence there is £99d Reaſm 
t believe, that he himſelf was not inſenſible 
Fo of his Miſlake before he died. | 
It is unhappy, that a Perſon ſo well qun- 
' ified to convey a warm and lively Senſe of 
Religion into the Minds of Men from the 
Pulſfit, could not be perſuaded to do it oftener 
from the Preſs. His invincible Modefly and 
Humility deprived us of this Advantage 
A moft excellent and amiable Diſpoſition ! 
But ſeldom fornd in ſo cloſe a Conjunction 
evith th oe ftr ang end vehement Paſſions of 
Zea and Fer S thoush per Bape. the 
aref Character of a true godly Zeal.. 
All that he publifhed hbumiyjelf were, the 


©. Songs of Praiſe to Almighty God upon 


ſeveral Occaſions; together with tlie Songs 


of Solomon, firſt turned, then paraphras d 4 
in Lug liſꝰ Verſe; WI th the Addition of a” 


ſacred Pocm on Dives and Lazarus. To. 
which ace added, Penitential Cries. Though 
euly the ſix fit of the Penitential Cries, 
and the left cn Plalm Ixxxvi. in three Parts, 
acknowledge Mr. Maſon for their Author ; 


| the ref were carried on by another Hand. 


( — Nothing can better Dew the unwverſal 


feen this Book hath met with from Chriſ= 


| tions of ail 1Denominations, than its having 


. Kort thr "01g Y about fixtcen Iniprefſions : For 


although the laſt Edition be printed the 
| Thiriconth, 251 there have been ſeveral 
In- 


FRE 


Inpreſſiont, without any exact Notice taken 
* the Number of the Edition. ——Beſides f 
this, he publiſhed a little Catechiſm, with | 

Verſes and Sayings for little Children ; 
and towards the I 140 of his Life, a Sermon 
upon the Parable of the Ten Virgins, called 
the Midnight Cry. He hath left behind 
bim in Manuſcript, A ſhort Paraphraſe and 

Comment upon the whole Book of Reve- 
: lation; in which our common Engliſh Fer- 
fem! 1s carefully compared with 15 Original. 
This he ſiniſh'd before his Thoughts had 
talen that unhappy Turn, with relation io 
the Millennium. But it ſeems it did not pleaſe 
Him afterwards, and therefore he attempted 
another Eſſay on the ſame Book, which he 
did not live ts g through with,—— He _ 
likewiſe intended to write Critical Latin 
Comments upon particular Paſſages in al! 
the Books of Scripture; but lived to con- 
 tinue them no farther than the Second Book 
of Samuel.——-There are alſo two Sermons © 
/ his extant, publiſhed and prefaced by the |} 
| Reverend Mr. Shepherd of Braintree in El 1 
lex, fliled Mr. Maion's Remains. 1 
As for this Collettion of Sayings, &c. 171 
am not ſenſible that there needs any Apology. 
TW 2d making them publick. They muſs be al- 
| lowed to have a very apt Tendency to male 
the Mind ſerious and conſiderate, and to pro- 
mote the Cane of real e which 
8 2110 
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| will ſuſficiently juſtify my Endeavour to give 
them the moſt extenſive Influence. And in- 
' geed I have often wondered that they were © 


never before publiſhed by a late Pious and 
Reverend Divine“, who had greater Ad- 
wvantages for it than I have; and by whoſe 


X* Deceaſe the Manuſcripts out of which this 
it extracted, are come into my Hands. 5 
Te weighty Sayings of vb iſe and virtu= 


ous Men have met with Aiſteem in all Ages, 


ll though the Reſpect that hath been ſhewn. 


them hath been often more owing to the 


Name of their Authors, than to their own 
l Excellency ; for we cannot but be ſenſible, 
I that a trite Obſervation from Cicero or 
Epictetus all often be embraced with Rap= *' 
mo while the Thoughts of a private Chriſ= | 
lian, though perhaps far more inſtructive 


and ſublime, can ſcarce command the Atten- 
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tion. This (as I take it) proceeds not ſo 
much from a want of Diſcerning, as from a 
Fondneſs of being acquainted with the moſt 


celebrated Names of Pagan Antiquity. And 


' hence, I ſuppoſe, it is, that a Seneca, or a 
Socrates, / generally carries away the Bays 
from the Royal Preacher of Iſrael. For 


tho I think it is certain, that the Proverbs 


5 and Maxims of Solomon are in every Re- 


». My dear N 1 F ather, the late Reverend Mr. 
Jobn Maſon, Miniſter of e in the n of Hun- 


ung din. : 
pelt 
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ſpe preferable to the moſt exquiſite Docu- 
ments of thoſe Pagan Sages ( whether we 
conſider the Character and Capacity of their 
Author, the Beauty of the Sentiment, or 
the Force of the Expreęſſion) yet J appre- 
hend, that a Syſtem of Ethics, extracted 
from the Books of Proverbs and Eccleſiaſtes, 
ewould meet with a much colder Reception 
among ſi a great Part of Chriſtians, than | 
one collected from the Monuments of thoſe 
wiſe and learned Heathens ——T have as 


Fy i - 


great a Veneration for the Newer: of thoſe 


virtuous Heroes, as I think is due to them, 
And, from the incomparable Mr. Howe, 1 | 
am convinced, that a good Acquaintance 


awith their Syſtems and Doctrines, is a very | 
"uſeful Ornament to every one that is devoted | 


0 the Service of the Goſpel; and I believe | 
it would be greatly for the Intereſt of it, if 
every Chriſtian Miniſter were, in this Re- 
ſpe, a Wollafton, or a Campbel. But 
yet I ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould ſet the 
Pagan above the Chriſtian Philoſopher, or 
prefer the common Thoughts of a Heathen 
Moraliſt before the more excellent Sentiment 
of a Chriſtian Diving. But to return, 
The Author of Wo/e Remains had an ex- 


cellent Talent in the Sententious Way, He 


loved to deliver a Thought in as few and 

expreſſrve Words as might be, as appears 

from theſe his Religious Maxims and Sen- 
b | 


| Tences, 1 


x1 PR E F A C E. 
tences, the Reader is here preſented with : 
Many of them are eaſy and natural, moſt of 
them 7 and beautiful, and all of them 
ll. devout and ſpiritual. 
| Moſt Perſons are fond of Proverte and 
ll current Sentences, which generally paſs for 
deciſiue Maxims in Converſation, After a 
Perſon hath converſed thirty or forty Years 
in the World, he finds himſelf furmſhed | 
F with a good Store of theſe prudential Apo= | 
| thegms ; which he ſometimes ſerves himſelf | 
with to good Purpoſe in common Life. If 
ſuch bind of Religious Sayings as thoſe of | 
Mr. Maſon, were but as familiar to us as 
our common Proverbs ; and if Parents would 
but take the Pains to inſinuate them into, 
and fix them im the tender Minds of their 
Children, I am ſatisfied it would anſwer a 
ver valuable Purpgſe in à Religious Life. 
The ſerious Advice to Youth, as it is @ 
4 plain and affectionate Perfugſive and Direc- 
_ tory to a Religious Conduct, I hope it may be 
J Service, not only to thoſe to whom it is im- 
mediately addreſs'd, but to all who ſmcerely 
dieſire to maintain a conſcientious Walk with 
God. 
5 Directions and Signs, Oc. may be 
| uſe -ful to doubting and diſcourag'd Chriſtians ; 
and to all who make Conſcience of the great | 
Duty of Self- Examination, and defire to | 
know the true Habit and State of their tr 
- . 
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Me. Maſon was very happy in his 25 . 1 
wes Stile and Talent; and if the common 
Maxim may be credited, that a Man's true 

Turn and Genius may beſt be known b 
his Letters; hee which are here inſerted 
vill abundantly confirm the Character I have 
| given of this excellent Man, in moſt of which 
we meet with the ſame genuine Z cal, and 

unaffefted Fervour, which animates the reſt 
G theſe Select Remains. Thoſe from Let= 
ter X. to Letter XXXI. incluſively, were 
publiſhed A. D. 1694; the Year in which. 
he died. The reſt were never before print 
ed, but in this Collection. They were pre- 
ſerved diflinft in the former Edition, but 
are added together in this. To which are 
; 8 ſubjomed, Two or Three more, which are 
Vince come to Hand, and may be depended 
upon as Genuine. f 
„ Theſe poetical Picces which were pre- 
fſerved in he firſt Edition, falling much be- 
low the Spirit of Mr. Maſon 8 * ormer Pro- 
auctions of this Nature, in the Opinion of 
1 very good Judges, it hath been thought pro- 
per to leave them out in this: Which is the 
e || only Thing wanting in this Edition, which 1 
Vas inſerted in the former. 
t 8 Hf it be ſaid, that this Way of Writing i i 
o | too Laconick, and favours too much of the 
r. Point and Jingle of the laſt Age, to pleaſe 
in this; ¶ have only this to reply, that Tam 
as little an Admirer of thoſe pointed Conceits, 


b 2 . and 
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and that offefted Febo of Words, which 4 
eas reckoned an Ornament of Stile by ſome | 
in the Beginning of the laſt Century, as any 
one can be. And I afſure the Reader, that 
l 20 Sentence hath been inſerted in this Collec- | 
| tion, for the fake of this falſe Beauty. If || 
indeed a ſtrong and glowing Sentiment be 
ſometimes conveyed in that kind of Language 
(which, I think, is but ſeldom) TI held it 
much better to preſerve it for the ſake of the 
Thought, which will ſtrike moſt Perſons, 
| than to omit it for the ſake of the Expref= 
fron, which will offend but few. H ut it 
Fo muſt be remember d, that there is a wide | 
# Difference between an affected Quaintneſs 
and a natural Turn. And when a flrong | 
and beautiful Sentiment is conveyed in a ſen- | 
| tentious and eaſy Stile, with what is called 
© natural Turn, if will ever make a deeper | 
Impreſſion, and be more plea ng than the 
fame Sentiment convey'd in luxuriant Lan- 
guage, and prolix Period; an will be 
.* eſteemed more elegant too, ja long as Brevity 
and Perſpicuity are the Beauties of Orato ; 
However, had this Collection more o 
1 theſe little Defects of Stile, the pious Reader, 
Jam fure, would eaſily excuſe them, for the 
Sale of that ſerious Strain, and Spirit of 
true Devotion, that runs through the Whole, i 
The devout Chriflian loves to be animated 
and impreſſed with a ſtrong Senſe of Divine 
Things in any fl And in moſt of theſe 
de vo- 


PREFACE xxi | 
devotional Maxims the Reader will 1 b 
à Life and Vigour, that ] believe he cannot | 


read them conſiderately, without finding him= | 
ſelf not only ſeriouſly but warmly of ged. 


Jam ſure I have often yielded to the Force 


of them my ſelf in peruſing, collecting, and 1 
' tranſcribing them. And "from. the Effect | 
| they had upon my own Mind, 1 Judged they } 
might be of Uſe to others, which is the ny I 
End I bad in making them public.  * * 
Ihe whole of this Collection 15 principally 2 


: intended for the Benefit of private Families, 
and for thoſe Chriſtians who defire to have | 
| their Hearts warmed with a Senſe of Reli- 
* gion (the Neceſſity of which every true ö 
* Chriſtian often feels, and of the Want of 


 ewhich he often complains) and who are 
not well able to purchaſe larger Treatiſes, | 
And if, by the Bleſing of Almighty God, 
' theſe Gleanings ( of that Field from whence | 


wwe might have expected a larger Harveſt ) | 
may be ſubſervient to the Cauſe of real Reli= 


gion, and promote a true Spirit of Piety, in- 
ward as well as outward Holineſs, I ſhall + 


| bave Reaſon to be thankful, and ſhall think | 


my Pains of N and Lees in dem 
well e. 5 * 


| Of Hypuerify 
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Signs of true Craie : 
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Conan a 75 ariegy 5 7 Devot and 4 
8 Uſeful Sayings on divers Subject, = 


bk under Cen oaths 3 {ol 


| Moral 1 2 infruttions. : 9 
\HOUGH few there be that care 
to be virtuous, yet fewer there are 


5 would not be counted ſo. 
Nothing but what is God's Diſhonour "= 5d 


ſhould be our Same. 1 4 | 

"We muſt not walk * Example, but by 1 

Rule. . 
They that drive away Time, ſpur a free 7 


Horſe. 

As often as a Man lays o out for God, he 
TM, up for himſelf. . 
B 3 


1 Nen nd * oh ful 2 2 

We have nothing that we can properly call 
our own, but what we have reaſon to be | E 
aſhamed = 

We are never well informed of the Truth, | 
till we are conformed to the Truth. = 
A Conceit of Knowledge is the greateſt | ; ; 
Enemy to Knowledge, and the FOUR Ar-| # 
gument of Ignorancde. 3 
Me remember many Tings we ſhould| f 

forget (as Injuries, Diſappointments, &c. 2 E 

but forget what we ſhould remember (1 VIZ. 
God and our Souls. 1 
They that preſume moſt in Proſperity a are 
ſooneſt ſubject to Deſpair in Adverſity. 
Man may commend thee, but God may | 
i condemn :!!! OO ; 
When God puniſhes 1 he threatens 5 
i bee; ; when he wounds another, he warns} 
It is as great a Merey to be ceckerved | ol 
| Health, as to be delivered from Sickneſs, | 
If you mind nothing but the Body, you loſe 
Body and Soul too. If you mind nothing 
but Earth, you loſe Earth and Heaven too. 
As they, who for every light Infirmity 
take Phyſic to repair their Health, do rather 
impair it; fo they, who for every Trifle are 
ceager to vindicate their Character, do rather 
_ weaken „5 


Honeſty is the beſt Policy and Innocence 
the beſt Wiſdom. | 35 


Improve 


on divers Sec, TRE 3 5 | 
Improve the Wit you have bought ata 4 


15 Rate, and the Wiſdom you have gained 
by ſad Experience. 


Learn of Chriſt, who was ſenſible of Inju- 4 


tries, yet patient under them. 


Be lively but not light; ſolid but not ſad. 
| Keep the Body under, but the Spirit up. 
| Keep ſuch Company as God keeps. 
What can you get by bad Company? If 


; you are truly good, ney will either taunt you 


or deſpiſe you. 


1 7 towards all. 


Take heed of being infected with the | 


; Breath of a profane Heart. 


Let the Body wait upon the Soul, and 


18 both wait upon e 


Speak not well of yourſelf, nor a of ” 


. others. 


Speak of People? 8 Virtues, 3 their 4 


, 3 Infirmities: If you can 14 no Good, lay . no i 
lll of them. 


To render Good for Evil ; is God-like; z to 


render Good for Good is Man-like; to ren- 


der Evil for Evil is Beaſt-like; to render _ - "i 
for Good is Devil-like. 


Carry yourſelf ſubmiſſively towards Jour - 


Superiors ; ; friendly towards your Equals; 
condeſcendingly towards your Inferiors ; ge- 


nerouſly towards your Enemues ; and loving- 4 
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"1 | Devout and = ful Sayings 


Of n in general. 


It ſignifies nothing to ſay we will not 
| change our Rejegrion, if our Religion change | 
not ws. iN 
If a man lives and dies a meer Profeſſor, = 
it had been better for him if he had liv'd and z 
dy'd a meer Heathen, {4 
The Duty of Religion flows from. a Prin- 3 
ciple of Religion. # 
It is not talking, but walking with God, 1 
that gives a Man the Denomination of a ; 


Darkneſs may as well put o on the Name 
of Light, as a wicked Man the Name of a F 


Wl Chriſtian, 


Tt is our main Wed in this World to 
ſecure an Intereſt in the next. 4 
A Deſire of Happineſs is natural, a ; Deſire N 
of Holineſs is ſupernatural. _ 1 
If God hath done that Good for us which 

he hath denied to the World, we ought to do 
that Service for him which is denied him by 
the Wi orld. 


If we are willine, God will help u us; If 


= ſincere, God will accept us. 


A ſerious Remembrance 5 God 18 the 


= Fountain of Obedience to God. 


If you forget God when you are young, 5 


God may forget you when you are old. 


When a Chriſtian conſiders the Goodneſs 
of God's 8 808 he wonders that all the 
1 


— 


on 01 Subj, e 


World doth not walk i in them. But when he , 
conſiders the Blindneſs, and Depravity, and 


Prejudice of the Heart by Nature, he WOnN= I 


ders that any ſhould enter upon them. 


Make your 3 ſure, and 5 Election 9 
is fur. 


U neven Walking, with a Neglect of 


. Watching, makes a diſconſolate Soul. 


Four Things a Chriſtian ſhould eſpecially 
labour after, viz. to be Humble and Thank- 4 
Vis Watchful and Chearful. by 
If we would not fall into Things uni 2 
we muſt ſometimes deny ourſelves i in thoſe 4 
that are lawful. 7 
Salvation then draws near to Man when 


it is his main Care. 


The Ordinances of 0041 are a Mea of 4 


Salvation ; but the God of Ordinances 1 18 the .Y 


Author of Salvation. 
Religion muſt be our Buſineſs, then it 
will be our Delight, EF. 
It will coſt ſomething to be Religious u 
will coſt more not to be ſo. 4 
A Chriftan's Life is nothing elſe but a J 
ſhort Trial of his Graces. 4 
Lukewarmneſs is the beſt Natural, but 'Y 
Ke worſt bones 2 a Man can 
in. 


There are few but are ſometimes in a 7 | 4 
rious Fit; but how few are in a ſerious 


Frame, Who have an abiding g Scnſe of GO 1 
FP their Hearts! ? ff 


6 Dewout mot Ukful "a | 
It is a voluntary Cannot that keeps the Soul 1 


from God. 


Ibe Gate which leads to Life 18 A ſtrait 
Gate, therefore we ſhould fear; it is an open 
Gate, therefore we ſhould hope. 
Do the Lord's Work in the Lord's Time; 85 
pray whilſt God hears; hear whilſt God x 
: 1 believe whilſt God promiſes; ; obey 
whilſt God commands. 5 
That Man hath no Senſe of Merey that | 
wants a Senſe of Duty. e 
I uo Duties muſt run throug h a Chri- 
ſtian's Life, like the Warp through the 
3 Woof, Bleſſmg and Trufting. 
Religion is much talk?d of, but little un- 


I derſtood, till the D be awaken'd; 


then a Man knows the Worth of a Soul and 
the Want of a Saviour, 8 


Then doth Religion Weich in he Soul, 5 


| when-it knows how to naturalize ipiritual 5 


3 Things, and to ſpiritualize natural Things. - 
We may judge of our eternal State by 2 : 
. fp iritual State; and of our ſpiritual State by 
te delightful and cuſtomary Actions of our 
Lees. 
If we expect to live with Chriſt i in Heaven 
we muſt live to him on Earth. 
Wie may expect God's Proetion fo long 2 
as we keep within Bounds, © * Ty 
Our Opportunities are (like « our Souls) x: 


very precious; but if they are loſt they are 
3 rrecoverably loſt, | | 


; | aye” 2 ANT 


erful, and practical, Men are apt to diſlike. 


Religion begins with a Knowledge of a | 
Man's Self, and 18 3 1 with the K Know- | 


ledge of God. 


This is a threefold Myſtery; * Goſpel pub- £ 
| liſhed 3 in the Midſt of an ungodly World; a a 
little Church preſerved in the Midſt of De- 


on divers Subjects. 7 | 
That Preaching that is plain, pure, pow- 


vils; and, a little Grace kept alive in the 


Midſt of Corruptions. 


The Service of God is the Soul's Work; - 


and the Favour of God is its Reward. 


A Man may be e in his Obecienaty 


and yet impartial. 


- ”- co 4 8 


God never fails chem that wait for him, 35 ] 


nor forſakes them that work for him. 


It is a Sign of advanc'd Grace when Ons 2 


nion i is nme up of Religion. 
= 07 000 


That 3 is a God, may be proved by 4 
Ne. the Manner of Propagation of 6 


Mankind by Generation. Thus, 


1.) There muſt have been one firſt Man. 
2 ) This firſt Man muſt have had ſome Aa- 
ker. (3.) This Maker of him muſt himſelf 
be unmade. Therefore, (4.) There muſt have 


been rene ſome nen Being; ; aye that . 


Li Gad. 


We may truly, conceive of God, thou 0 we 


. can? t r cogeeive of him. We . 2" * 
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right Apprehenſions of him, though not an 

exact Comprehenſion of him. | 
Then our Conceptions of God's Attributes 
are carnal, when our high Thoughts of one . 
; give us low Thoughts of another.. | 
His Goodneſs makes his Majeſty RI OY 


and his Majeſty makes his Goodneſs wonder- 


ful. His Love is not abated by his Great- 


| neſs, nor his Greatneſs by his Love. His 
| Holineſs hinders him not from dwelling b 


with the Poor in Spirit. 
Nothing is great enough for him to ad- | 
* mire, who is infinite Majeſty ; nothing is 

mean enough for him to nes rg who is in- 
| finite Mercy. 5 
Dad deals with his Servants, not as a paſ- ? 
X ſionate Master, but as a compaſſionate Fa- 


ther. 


What W e God ſhould pleaſe us, be- 
mn cauſe j it pleaſeth God. 
Asight of God begins a Saint on Earth, 


. and perfects him in Heaven. 


God takes notice of every ol Man 
as if there were none elſe; and yet takes no- 


tceof all as if they were but one Man. 


God repented that he made Man, but ne- 


ver repented that he redeemed Man. 


We cannot live naturally without God, 2 

how then can we live Happily without him? 
We may know what God intends nds” ny 
4 by what he hath wrought 7 n us. 


on divers ; Subjefts. 9 9 


They that have God for their God have | 


Angels for their Guard. 


Mlany have loft for God, but none ever 
| loſt by God. If they have loſt in Temporals, 
they have been eternal en Matth. xix. 


29 


ſomething better in the ſtead of it. 


God is a great God, and therefore we f 


8 ſhould wait upon him; he is a good God, 


and therefore 1 it 1s not in vain- to wait upon C 


him. 


neſs 


Al Creatures | are as s nothing . 4 
with God, and e nothing without 74 


God. 
of the Fear of COD. 


They that fear God leaſt have the greateſt | 


| Reaſon to fear him. 


A Fear of departing 3 God is a Fer, 
| * to Keep us from e from him. 


. 


The 


4 


This is a ſure Rule; God never takes any | | 
| Thing from his People, but he Saves. them 


3 Man may be a Worlkiponr of the: true 
= God, and yet not a true Worſhipper of Gd. 

-* "BE loweft Reverence i 18 due to the higheſt = 
Majeſty. *Y 
„ Fear God for his Potiner, ruft him for his 5 
Miſdom, love him for his Goodneſs, praiſe 
hum for has Greatneſs, believe him for his 

Faithfulneſs, and adore him for his Holi- a 


| 10 Devout and Uſeful Saymgs : 


The more we fear God, 00 leſs we ſhall _ 
feu Men. L 
I hey that will not ben Godi in x Proſperity | 
| will be afraid of him in Adverſity. 


Of the Preſence of G0 D. 


If God's earthly Preſence is ſo good, what 

is his heavenly Preſence ? 
If God's being with us is fo ſweet, what 
is it to be with God? 
| There1s Joy in God's gracious Preſence, 
but in his Lk 70 Preſence there 1 is Fulneſs EY 

of Joy. $7 
I! bere are Pleaſures in approaching to God | 
a | here, but at his Right Hand there arc 12 5 
. for evermore. : 
| Thenearer we are to Chrif, the nearer is = 
| God to us. 
| The 3 at God's . is in Heaven, . 
the Preſence of his Power on Earth, the Pre- 
ſence of his Juſtice in Hell, and the Preſence 
of his Grace with his People. If he deny 
us his powerful Preſence we fall into nothing; 
if he deny us his gracious Preſence we fall 
into Sin; if he my” us his merciful Preſence 
| we e tall into Hell. - | 


Of the Loveef GOD." LS 
K me Love of God ſet us on Work, che r 
| God of Love will pay us our Wages. 
God loveth his People to the End, there- 
fore they ſhall endure to the End, * Rp 


on divers Subjects. EY 1 


He loveth them in his Son, and a. his Son, 1 


and as long as he loveth his Son. 1 
We hated God without a Cauſe, und he 
loved us without a Cauſe. 


Love begets Love. Tis a Flame that e com- 


municates itſelf. They that have much for- 
given them, much done for them, much laid 


out for them, and much laid wp for them, a 
will love much. 
Our Love to God is the Reflection of his | 


Love to us; 1 Fohn iv. 19. We love bim be- 
cauſe be Tol. loved u Us. 


Y 96 CHRIST. . 
Chriſt made himſelf like to us, that he ? 
might make us like to himſelf. —. 
Chriſt muſt needs have died, how elſe 2 
could Sin be expiated, the Law ſatisfied, the 5 
Devil conquered, and Man be ſaved ? 
They that deny themſelves for Chriſt, #4 
ſhall enjoy themſelves in Chriſt, 4 
Men had rather hear of Chriſt crucified for oj 
Y ee than be crucified for Chriſt. 1 
If Chriſt denied innocent Nature out of 5.4 
Love to ur, ſhall not we deny _— Nature 
out of Love to him? — 
Chriſt by his Death appeared to be the 
; Son of Man, by his Reſurrection he ee "of 
0 be the Son of God. 4 
Cbriſt was the great Promiſe of the Old | 
R Teſtament, the _ 18 the great! Promiſe of 1 
[Re New. : | 


Crit 5 | 


8 him. 


to God. 
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Chriſt's Strength is the Chriſtian 8 


e . 


A de wodlld fland; Crit muſt be dur 


. Foundation; if we would be lafe, Chriſt muſt 
| be our Sanctuary. 


In regard of natural Life, we live in God; 1 


In n regard of ſpiritual Life, Chriſt lives ! in 
us. 


He that thinks he hath no need of Chriſt, : 
hath too high Thoughts of himſelf; he that 
thinks Chriſt, cannot help him, hath too low 


Thoughts of Chriſt. 


Preſumption abuſes Chriſt, Deſpair refuſes 
| Chriſt fatlsfied God t to 1 uttermoſt, ad 


5 therefore can ſave Sinners to the uttermoſt. 


The Blood of Chriſt, which ſatisfied the 
Juſtice of God, may ſatisfy the Conſcience 5 


of an awakened Sinner. 


If Sin was better known, Chriſt would be * 
better thought of. - 
If Sin doth not taſte bitter, Chriſt cannot 


| taſte ſweet. 


When Sin! 18 Hell, Chriſt 3 18 8 
There is no Paſſage from Sin to Holineſs 


til we are paſſed from Sin to Chriſt. 


Chriſt may have an Intereſt in us, though 5 


rea may not be able to lee. our Intereſt 1 in : 
; him. 


_ Chriſt hath ME a God to be reconGiled 


„ © 3 


on divers Subjects. | 23 
God will give us nothing for our ſakes : . 


but he will deny us mean. © for chris 4 
take. 


lowly, none ſo loving. _ 

We may know what Chriſt hath done for 2 
us, by what he hath done in us. 
Creatures die that our Bodies may live. : 
Chriſt died that our Souls may live. 
Our Judge, inſtead of condemning us, 9 
pt from the Bench and died for us. 
Chriſt is to be a Believer's Judge, and if he 


„Note are {6 low: as Chriſt was, none ſo _— 


was to chuſe his Judge he could not chuſe 5 


a better Friend. 1 
As God glorifies Chriſt! in 1 Heaven, lo the 1 


| Spirit N him on Earth, in the Hearts i 


of Behevers. 


A Believer's Comfort in cid is to live to 


Chriſt; and in dying it 18 that he ſhall go - | 
to Chriſt, F 
The Blood of Chriſt upon the Heart is 


8 the greateſt BI: ſing, . the Head | is the 
greateſt Curſe, 


It matters not who are our Accuſers, if 


_ Chriſt be « our Advocate. 
: Chriſt's Blood ; [Ranſom, 4 
Chriſt's Spirit & | Comforter, 4 
_ Chriſt's Word bis the Soul 54 Food, — 
Chriſt's Suppe * „ est, 
1 Lord's Day {MarketDay. 1 


A Chriſtian 4 


1 Devout and Uſeful Sayingl 
F A Chriſtian may triumph in the Death of 
Chriſt! O Death! where is thy Sting? O- 
Grave! wheres thy Victory? O Hell ! where 
2s thy Terror? O World ! where is thy Ma- 
lice? O Sin! where is thy Strength ? 0 my 
Soul ! where are thine Accuſers?=— 
1 There is no Honour like a Relation to 
| Chriſt; no Riches like the Graces of Chriſt; | 
| no Learning like the Knowledge of Chriſt 3 
and no Perſons like the Servants of Chriſt. 
| Chriſt executes the Office of a Prophet in 
our effectual Calling; of a Prieſt in our Juſti= 
fication, and of a King in our Sanctification. 
-Let us then hear him as our Prophet ; 


il 5 rely on him as our Pricit : and obey him as 


our King— 


-Think not the worſe of him 


Y for his Manger or his Croſs. As he ceaſeth not 


to be Man in his higheſt Eſtate, ſo he was 


_- God in his loweſt. His Words were Ora- 


cles, and his Works Miracles. His Life was 


ga pattern; his Death a Sacfifice ; his Reſur- 


rection Glorious: his Aſcenſion Triu mphant; 
his Interceſſion Prevalent ; and his Coming 
again will be Magnificent. All the Angels in 
| Heaven adore him; all the Devils in Hell 
| fearhim; andall the Sons and Daughters of 


Adam muſt ſtand before him. 


- Own Chriſt's Perſon, love his Name, em- 7 


* brace his Doctrine, obey his Commands, and 


ſubmit to his Croſs. His Perſon is lovely, 


| his Name is ſweet, his Doctrines are comfort- 


| able, his Commands are rational and his 


ol a 2 5 


3 


on n divers Suhjeftr, - 4" BY 


Croſs honourable.- The very Angels ad- 
mire him, and mall not we ? 


A depraved Underſtanding will not vie 4 


that the Creature is s ſo bad, and that Ci i 
is ſo good !— 4 
O!]! did we but Low: ourſelves, and our 
Saviour! We are poor, but he is rich; we 

are Dead, but he is Life; we are Sin, but he 3 
is Righteouſneſs ; we are Guiltineſs, but he 
1s Grace; weare Miſery, but he 1s Mexcy 3 1 
we are loft, but he is Salvation: 

are willing, he never was otherwiſe——He q 
ever lives, ever loves, ever pities, ever pleads. | 
| He loves to the End, and faves to the Utter- * 
#7 moſt, all that come unto him. : 5 


. 4 pathetical 8 to Sinners to come to 
- brit. 1 
Have you Sins, or have you none? —If 
you have, whither ſhould you go, but ts the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the Sins of 
the World? Have you Souls, or have you | 
none? If you have, whither ſhould you 
£0 but to the Saviour of Souls ? Is there a 
Life to come, or is there not ?—lf there is, 
- whither ſhould you go but to him, who only 

hath the Words of eternal Life ? Is there a 
Wrath to come, or is there not? If there 
is, whither ſhould you go but to him, Who 


only can deliver from the Wrath to come * 


a. M. * . We . 
? "RO Pc. 


And will he not receive you ?—If | 
F he fielen himſelf 1 into the Hands Cy them 


If we 


and go away without it ?- 
find ſomething in thyſelf? but thou findeſt 

bl but what haſt thou reaſon to be 
W aſhamed of? but let not that hinder, but 
| Come as thou art; 


W nothing— 
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that ſought his Life, will he hide himſelf 
from the Hearts of them that ſeek his Mercy? 
f he was willing to be taken by the Hand 


of Violence, 1s he not much more willing to 


|t be taken by the Hands of Faith? He that 
died for thy Sins, will he caſt thee off for 


| thine Infirmities? O come, come, come ! ! 


1 beſeech you 


— charge you come- 
come — come, and he will give you Lite. 


i Come, and he'll give you Reſt. Come, and 


he will receive you. Knock, and he will 


you. Did ever any come to him for a Cure 


further thy coming.— 


W. open to you. Look to him and he will ſave 


Thou woulde 5 


come poor, come 8 come naked, come 


4 If chou art willing, he never was otherwiſe, 


of the Love of CHRIST. 


em pty, come wretched, only come, only 
believe; his Heart is free, his Arms are open, 
tis his Joy and his Crown to receive thee. — 


Nothing grieves Chriſt more than to have 5 


| nis Love ſlighted; nothing 3 him more 


than to have it accepted. 


The Love of Chriſt is ſtronger than Death, 


h ' ſweeter than Life, and better than Wine. 


Every new Senſe of Chriſt's Love adds 


1 new Degrees to ours. 


| The : 


— 
dh Sram; D 0, 
* 1 


on divers Subject. e 


The Love of Chriſt hath a Height with= 


out a Top, a Depth without a Bottom, a 


Length without an End, and a Breadth I 


L without , Eph. iii. 18, 19. 


Chriſt's Sorrows, Griefs and Sufferings, 2 


can be paralleled with noting but bis 
Love. 


Oo Saints, or true \ Behievert: 


ſelf, 


God hath no Sons that are unlike Him: 3 


Believers are Children of the Gin Father, 2 
Members of the ſame Son, and Habitations. | 
of the ſame Spirit, Fellow-Citizens, Fellow? 
Servants, Fellow-Soldiers, Fellow-Travel- 4 


lers. and Fellow-Heirs. 


None are ſo eaſily acquainted, ſo clofe Ty 


knit together, and ſo much endeared to one .Y 


another, as real Chriſtians. 


One true Chriſtian differs from another Z 
without Breach of Charity, as Friends love 


one another, though in different Garbs. 


It is not fo conſiderable in a Chriſtian, 


| what his Judgment is, as what his Temper 18. 


 Heart-Work is better than Head-Work; 
and, it is a better Temper to be tervent in 


Charity, than in Diſputes. 


Better be a ieee Saint, than a mad 4 


Sinner. 5 


If good Men are fad, it is not been 
15 are good, but bocyuls they are nor 


5 9 665 Sajings 
WW © that ſought his Life, will he hide kill? 


from the Hearts of them that ſeek his Mercy? 


If he was willing to be taken by the Hand 


of Violence, is he not much more willing to 


be taken by the Hands of Faith? He that 


died for thy Sins, will he caſt thee off for 


thine Infirmities? -O come, come, come ! 
— charge you come 
come——come, and he will give you Life. 


ö Come, and he'll give you Reſt. Come, and 


he will receive you. Knock, and he will 


open to you. Look to him and he will ſave 
you. Did ever any come to him for a Cure, 
3 Thou i 
find ſomething in thyſelf, but thou findeſt 
Wl but what haſt thou reaſon to be 
© aſhamed of? but let not that hinder, but 
Come as thou art; 
come poor, come 2 come naked, come 
empty, come wretched, only come, only 
believe; his Heart is free, his Arms are open, 1 


and go away without it ?- 


nothing: 


further thy coming. 


tis his Joy and his Crown to receive thee.— 


II chou art willing, he never was otherwiſe ; 


Of the Love of CHRIST. 


Nothing grieves Chriſt more than to have 
1 his Love llighted; nothing pleaſeth him more . 


than to have it accepted. 


The Love of Chriſt is ſtronger than Death, 


ill  fweeter than Life, and better than Wine. 


Every new Senſe of Chriſt's Love adds 
The | 


new Degrees to ours. 


I beſeech you 


* a 


, 1 8 * * * wy 4 2 F ho. x 2 f 


bn divers 'Subjefte. PR 
The Love of Chriſt hath a Height with- 


cut a Top, a Depth without a Bottom, a 


Length without an End, and a Breadth 4 
without a Limit, Eph. iii. 18, 19. 


Chriſt's Sorrows, Griefs and Sufferings, 
can be paralleled with . but his 


Love. 
07 IO or true Beier 


God hath no Sons that are unlike Him- : | 
ſelf. 


Balicvers are Children of the ſame Father, 


Members of the ſame Son, and Habitations. | 
of the ſame Spirit, Fellow-Citizens, Fellow-= Þ} 


Servants, Fellow-Soldiers, Fellow-Travel- 
lers, and Fellow-Heirs. . 0 
None are fo eaſily inte ſo cloth 
Enit together, and ſo much endeared to one 
another, as real Chriſtians. 


One true Chriſtian differs 5 another 
without Breach of Charity, as Friends love 1 


one another, though in different Garbs. 
It is not fo conſiderable in a Chriſtian, 
what his Judgment is, as what his Temper is. 
| Heart-Work is better than Head-Work; | 
and, it is a better Temper to be tervent i in 
Charity, than in Diſputes. 5, 
Better be a ad Saint, than, a md | 
Sinner, „ : 
If good Men are e ſad, it is not de 4 
K are good, but becauſe they are nor i 


8 2 * N c | 5p - Whom th 
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Whom God chuſes, the World refuſes. 
COCocd's Gold is the World's Droſs. They, 
of whom the World is not worthy, are 
counted not worthy to live in the World. 
I Believers are condemned by the World, 
| Jet them remember that they ſhall not be 
13 condemned with the World. Sin may live 
in a Believer, but a Believer cannot live in 
Sin. It may loſe its Dominion, though not 
leave its Habitatioͤn. 
A good Man is ſo far acquainted with the 
bl Corruption of his own Heart; that, inſtead 
WW of condemning others, he is apt to account 
W them better than himſelf. : 
= A Child of God had rather ten eld 
imes ſuffer for Chriſt, than that Chriſt 
ſhould ſuffer by him. 
The Imperfection of a Believer" 8 Sancki- 
feation, makes him continually e on 
Chriſt for his 7uſizfication, 
When a Child of God thinks he can go 
clone; he is neareſt falling. 
A true Chriſtian may be weary in ſerving 
God, but he 1s never weary og ſerving 
him. 
He is neither fi of dying nor living; : 
fe defires to go to Heaven to /e Chriſt, 
pet, is willing to Jay upon Earth to ferve 
1 Chriſt. 
the Children of God did ut. know 
Wo at was beſt for them, they would perceive 
chat God did that which! is beſt for them. 
1 A Chriſtian 


on divers Subjects. 9 


A Chriſtian ſhall be here as long as he hath 
any Work to do for Chriſt, or as long as 
Chriſt hath any Work to accompliſh in him: 
Chriſt will fit him for himſelf, and then 
take him t himſelf. | 
A true Chriſtian lives like a | Saint, and 
begs like a Sinner. 
All God's Children have ated God's 
Spirit, whereby they are made humble, be- 
lieving and holy; humble in Regard of their 
Sins, believing in Regard of Chriſt, and holy 
in Regard of their Conſcience and Care to 
keep all God's Commandments. 
A good deal of the Trouble of God's 
People ariſeth from a Miſtake and Miſap- | 
prehenſion of God: They judge of be 3 
by their Senſe, not by his Promiſe; by 
their own # rame, and not by his ron | 
Nature. 
As Saints have Cound unutterable, 0 I 
they have Joys unuttgrable, _— 
A Chriſtian is what he 18 between God 4 
and his own Soul. 5 
All Saints have had their Doubtings. Da- | 


vid, caſt me not off in mine old Age, Pſal. 


Ixxi. 9. Aſaph, will the Lord caſt off for 
ever? and will he be favourable no more? 
Pſal. Ixxvii. 7. Peter Lord, is it I? Matt. 
X Xvi. 22. And Paul, 4% 7 . be a Caſt= 3 
away, I Cor, K . 
But Behevers, remember, there may de 


true Grace, where there is no Comfort; + 0 
Lu C9 WO 5 
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there may be ſaving Faith without Afur- | 


ance. A Soul may be in a pardoned State, 
though in a troubled State. Your Sins can 


never be triumphant, your Graces never de- 


cay, your Souls can never be loſt, your Gd 
and you never be ſeparated. The devil ſhall 


' as ſoon pluck Chriſt out of Heaven, as out 
of a Believer's Heart. He ſits as faſt upon 
his Throne Here, as there. The Devil could 


not enter into the Herd of Swine without 
Chriſt's Leave; and will he let him worry 


his Lambs? 


Believe firmly, hops joyfully, love fervent- . 


| i ty, pray earneſtly, walk humbly, work dili- 
= gently, and wait quietly ; and all this will be 


graciouſly conſidered. 
| Hold up, hold on, hold out, hold faſt that 
which you have received; ſtill watch, ſtill 
pray, ſtill believe; fight and run, that you 
may obtain; 'tis but a little while, and he 
that comes will come and will not tarry; 
tis but a little while, and your Warfare is 
accompliſhed, and your Iniquities ſhall be 
everlaſtingly ſeparated from you; your Sin 
and Sorrows, Tears and Fears, fled and gone, 


gone for ever; and you meet with an un- 


| ſpeakable Reward. 


Of Sinners. 


Are not they miſerable, who, if they had 
their Wi could not de aer 1 7 


2 


on divers Subjects. | 21 
5 They that will not hear Chriſt ſay Come 
to me, in a Day of Grace, ſhall hear him lay 


| Depart from me, in a Day of Judgment. 
If we are graceleſs here we ſhall be 


1 ſpeechleſs hereafter. 
Sinners are firſt driven, then drawn to 


God. | 
The Converſion of a Sinner is a greater 
Wonder than the Creation of the World. 

If a Sinner's Thoughts be not changed by 


Grace, they will be . Ks hereafter "by 4 


Experience. 


They that are leaſt ſerious, have the great 4 


eſt Realon to be ſo; their Condition is awful, 


and therefore their Dijpeſition ought to 


be "BEV 
| Hatred is due to Sin, Compaſſion to the 


nw Slate; 8 I 
Sinners, if you will not hear God call to J 


5 Day, you will harden your Hearts to Day: 


And, if you harden them to Day, God may 
harden them to Morrow. If you will not 


ſet about Repentance to Day, God may 


juſtly deny you his Aſſiſtance to Morrow. 


If you will not do that which God hath 4 
: ankles you to do, how can you look that 


he ſhould do that for youu which, of JO 


is ſelves, you cannot dos "of 
Don't think to begin to live, when thou 


art ready to die. 


If you would not go to Hell, you muſt 


| know that you have deſerved it. 


8 Let ; 


4 


* 
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1 Let not your Hearts flatter you, nor the 
World comfort you, when God threatens* 
= you. 
God tells you, if you | repent, you. mall 5 
find Mercy; and will you not believe him? 
Becauſe thou haſt been a Sinner, wilt thou 
make God a Liar! : 
Sinners, you muſt be changed; if your 
Hearts be not changed for the better, your 


1 in Condition will be changed for the worle. 


14 The worſt of the Ways of Ro are better 
1 than the beſt of the Ways of Sin. 


Of SI N. 
He that pleads for Sin, 1 1s an Advocate for 
his Accuſer. © 
God allows us any Thing but Bin: 
It Sin be 1 in the Faſhion, we muſt be out 
* it. E 
Then a Man ſhews bümtelf to he a 1 
ſüan, when he chuſes rather to ſuffer than 
a. 
Sin digs Getz for 1 and kindles | 
| Hell for Souls. 
at is As ſufficient Cauſe. "I Trouble, | 
that 1s the Cauſe of all the Trouble 1 in che 
1 World. 


Should not we groan for that which makes g 


1 the whole Creation groan ? 


If the Heart be under the Power 2 Sin, 


W the Conſcience is under the Guilt of Sin. If 


thou art not Purified, thou art not pardoned. 
2 Man 
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A Man can never leave Sin roughly, til 


he loaths it heartily. 


We muſt be ich of Sin, before we can be 
dead to Sin. 

There is no Sin a Man can be temprkl to, | 
but he will find greater Comfort 1 in V J 
than in indulging. | 

How can we ſay that we ld. Chriſt, if I 
we love Sin, which was an Enemy to his 
Life and Soul when he was on Earth; and 
is an Enemy to his Gor now he is in 

Heaven . 

Our Sins eried as loud to Meise as * | 
Fews did to Earth, that Chr ie had be cru- 
crfied. Y 


Go to Golgotha, and ſee what Sin di | 


© there. 


Chriſt did not die for Sin, wat we might | 
live to Sin. 
Chriſt died that our Sins might die, and 
our Souls live. 
Sin received its Sentence] in the Death of | 
Chriſt ; but it doth not receive its Execu- | 
tion till the Death of a Chriſtian, | 
All our Sins ſhall not ſeparate between 
God and our Souls, if Unbelief doth not ſe- 
parate between Chriſt and our Souls. 
There is no Sin but what may be traced | 
up to Unbelief. | 


He that glories i in his Sin, glories in his | 
5 re. 


05 We 
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We ſhould be aſhamed of Sin, but not 
amen to take Shame for Sin. 


Get this Principle into your Hearts; there 


| 10 is nothing got by Sin, nor loft by Holmeſs. 


By ſuffering we may avoid ſinning, but 


by ſinning we cannot avoid ſuffering. 


One that truly fears God, is afraid of Sin; 3 
he ſees more Evil in it than 1 in all the Evil 


in the World, 
f we be not humble for 1 we derogate 


i from the Majeſty of God; if we deſpair un- 


der it, we derogate from his Mercy. 


One that is ſincere hates Sin in himſelf, : 


and laments it in others. 


Y Our Hatred of Sin myſt be irreconcile- 
able; and our Endeavours againſt it per- | 


petual. 


The Sins of the Wicked anger Chriſt, the 


Sins of his People grieve him. 


Want of Sorrow for Sin, more argues : 


Want of Love to Chriſt, than the Sin itſelf, 


Sin is a Believer's Burden and Wound, but 


Chriſt 3 1s his Cure and Comfort. 


Sin is the Sickneſs of the Soul, and Chriſt 


x the only Phyſician, that can cure it of the 


FE Leproſy of Profaneneſs, the Fever of Con- 

| ens the Drgp/y of Covetouſneſs, the 
| 73;npany of Pride, the Lethargy of Luke- 
| warmneſs, the Phrenzy of Paſſion, and the 7 


F Polly of Unbelief. 
f Hatred is Heart-munler: Loft; 18 3 
| adulter); and Covetouſneſs Heart-lealing. 


2 


| on divers Subjects. 2 5 
How tender is our Fleſh? How hard our 
Hearts? i. e. How much more * ble are 
we of Suffering than Sin? 

We ſhould fear to think That before God, ö 
which we are afraid to do before Man; for 
God knows our Hearts better than any Man 
knows our Faces. _ 

Vain Thoughts are Sin? J Advocates, and | 
Chriſt's Adverſaries  _ 

God is fo holy, that he wenkd not ſuffer: 


ſuch an Evil as Sin; but that he is ſo w es 2 


that he « can bring Good out of it. 


Of REPENTANCE. 


| Repentance begins in the Humiliation of 
the Heart, and ends in the Reformation of 


the Life. 


Though we want Power t to repent; yet ay 


we do not want Means to 1 nor Power : 

to uſe theſe Means. — 
He that repents of Sin, as Sin; doth im- 

plicitly repent of all Sin. 


Let not ſinful Pleaſures prevent godly my 1 


ge 


An humble Conte ee of Sin brings | 
| Shame to ourſelves, but Glory to God. 


Lou cannot repent too ſoon. There is no 2 
Day, like To-day. Yeſterday is gone, To= * ! 


morrow 1s God's, not your own. And, think 
how fad it will be to have your Evidences 
to ſeek, when your Cauſe is to be tried; to 
r have 
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have your Oil to buy, when you ſhould 


have it to burn! 

Let the Hopes of Mercy encourage to 
the Exerciſe of Repentance. 

Turn to God, and he will turn to you; 
and then you are happy, ha a all the 

World turn againſt you. 

If we think amiſs of Chriſt, we ſhall 

- never beheve: If we think well of Sin, we 
fall never repent. 

If we put off our Repentance to another 

Day, we have a Day more to repent of, and 
a Day leſs to repent in. 

If we ſtudy to honour God, we cannot do 
it better than by confeſſing our Sins, and 
- laying ourſelves low at the Feet of Chrift. 

| Godly Sorrow is the Sorrow of Love; the 


YZ ; Melting of the Heart; Love 1s the Pain 


and Pleaſure of a mourning Heart. 

The Ewvangclical Penitent loves and 
grieves. Alas, (/aith he) that I, who am 

< as high as Heaven in Privilege, ſhould be 
* 26 deep as Hell in Iniquity! Inſtead of re- 
e penting, I have run farther on Score! 
Inſtead of honouring God, I have diſho- 
+; * noured him! Inſtead of pleaſing him, I 
« have provoked him ! Inſtead of following 
e him, I have forſaken him !——O what 


“ Bowels have I grieved! How can I fin 
„ againſt my Jeſus ! Shall I deny and cru- 
« cify my Saviour! He Was crucified for 
me, 


you. 


on divers Subjects. | ” 


« me, and ſhall he be crucified by me! 
« Shall I wound his Heart and pierce his 
“Side again, and give him Cauſe to ſay, 
« theſe are the Wounds I received in the 


4 Houſe 4 my Friends.” 


Of FAITH. 


ide is the Eſſence ef Faith, Chriſt ä 
is the Object, the Word is the Food, and 


Obedience the Proof: So that true Faith _ 
| is a depending upon Chriſt for Salvation in 


a Way of Obedience, as he 1 18 offered 1 in the 3 
Wore. 


The true Tears of Repentance flow from 2 ö 
the Eye of Fah. * 


Though Faith be neceſſary to our - Juſti- "2 


fication, og Works are neceſſary to our | 
Salvation. 


We mul derive our Works from Faith, 9 
and demonſtrate our Faith by our Works. 


God is often pleaſed to imbitter a Life. ; 
of Senſe, that he my” indear the life of 


Faith. 


A ſtedfaſt Faith e a ee Peace. 
The more Faith, the more Humility. 


Keep good Principles, and oy will keep 3 | 
Men would firſt ſee, and then believe; = | 


but they muſt firſt believe, and then ſee. 


As believers live upon Chriſt by Faith, fo 3 


they live to him a: Obedience. 
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Juſtifying Faith is always attended with 


[- 5 umverſal Obedience. 


There is a Difference between contending 


y for the Faith, and babbling for a Fancy. 


3 Aſſurance ſets the Notion of Faith too 

VB high, Aﬀent too low. _ 

I bere is as much Difference between Faith 
1d Aſſurance, as there! 18 between the Root 

and the Fruit. 

There may be Joy da Faith, and 
there may be Faith without Joy. 
Human Faith is founded upon Probability, 

divine Faith upon Certainty. 
If the Exerciſe of Faith be the Care of 
your Souls, the End of your Faith wall be 


_ the Salvation of your Souls. 


7 HUMILITY. 


£ To be low is the ſafeſt and comlieſt Po- 
ſture for ſinful Creatures. 


It is the Creature's Honour to abaſe him- 
ſelf before the moſt high God. 


God had rather ſee his Children humble 
for Sin, than proud of Grace. 


If Men did but know themſelves more, 


4 . they would be more humble. 


5 Spirit. 


5 They that are humble, are content and 
An humble Spirit is a charitable and quiet 


judge 


on divers Subjefte.. 5," 


" Judes thyſelf with a Judgment of Since- 
ay; and thou wilt judge others with a Judg- 
ment of Charity, 

To humble ourſelves, i is ; the only Way to 2A 
riſe. 

Believers muſt be humble for Sin pardoned, | 
and becauſe it 18 pardoned. 

When Paul was a Phariſee, he thought 


be was blameleſs ; when he was a Chriftian, | 


the Chief of Sinners: Before, any thing but 
Chriſt; now, none but Chriſt. 


If Chriſt humbled himſelf to honour our | 


. Nature, we ſhould humble ourlelves to ho- > 
nour his Name. 
Neither all the Devils in Hell, nor all the 1 
eee of the World, can hurt that 
Man that keeps himſelf humble and Leben 
ing on Chriſt. 


It is no Humiliation to aggravate: Sin — 


| above Chriſt's ſaving Power. 

Deſpair i is a Corruption of Humiliation, | 
*tis a counterfeit Humility, a ſullen Erle 
the Covert of a hardened Spirit. 
That is true Humiliation, which (like a 2 
| Harbinger) makes way for Chriſt, and throws : 
the Soul at his Feet. 


Our Saviour was a e ad in — 


of Humility : He did fo admire it, that he 
ſet them in the higheſt Form, that had the 
Jock Hearts, Ty 
None fo high and glorious a8 Cui, ye 
none e fo meek and oy. | A 
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D CONTENFMENT. 

Humility is the Mother of Contents 

ment. N 

Ae deeper your Self-Abhorrence, the 
eaſier is Self-Reſignation. 

They that deferes Nothing mould be con- 

tent with any Thing. 

Bleſs God for what you have, and truſt 


5 God for what you want. 
| We muſt commit our Souls to God's keep- 


| 3 ing, and ſubmit ourſelves to God' 8 diſ- 


poling. | 
we ſhould obey his revealed Will, and 
= then be reſigned to his providential Will. 

| Tf we cannot bring our Condition to our 
Mind, we mult labour to _ our Mind to 
our Condition, 
Neither Contentment nor Diſconitene- 


| ment, ariſes from the outward Condition, 


| but from the inward Diſpoſition. | 
| If a Man isnot content in that State he is 
in, he will not be content in any State he 


of would be 1 = "$i 


Of PRIDE. 


Io be ſure a Man is proud of That which 
5 he ſcorns another for the Want of. 4 
That which a Man envies in another, he 
would be proud of, if he had it himſelf. | 
Pride is founded on n Error and Self-lg- 
norance. | 
” : Some 


on divers Subjefte nt YN 
Some are proud of what they are, others 
of what they are not. 


There is a ſullen Pride 1 in not acknow- ; 
edging Benefits. 


A Man may: be poor in | Purſe, yet proud 
in Spirit. 


There may be Pride 3 in Rags, in a \ folemn 9 
Look and lowly Carriage. — 
God had rather his People ſhould fare 

poorly, than live proudly. | 
How canſt thou be judge of another 1 
Heart, that doſt not know thine own? _ 
As the firſt Step Heaven-ward is Humi- 
lty, ſo the firft Step Hell-ward is Pride. 
Pride counts the Goſpel Fooliſhneſs, but 
the Goſpel always ſhews Pride to be fo. | 
Pride is a Sin that will riſe out of che Aſhes = 
of other Sins. 9 
Folly is the Beginning of Pride, and "= 
Shame ſhall be the End of it; either pemtent 
Shame, or penal Shame; either temporal 
Repentance, or eternal Puniſhment. _ 
Shall the Sinner be proud that 1s going = 
to Hell? Shall the Saint be ps that — 
newly ſaved from it? 
Thou that canſt call nothing thine own | 
, but Sin and Shame, art thou proud ? Duſt _ | 
. and Aſhes, proud? A Worm, and proud? 
Emptineſs, and proud ? 5 F, and 5 
1 proud? „ 1 
5 It is unreaſonable for ths! 2 ature to be 
= © proud, much more the Sinner. . 
of 


not dein one. 
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Of HYPOCRISY. 


An Hypocrite is one that neither is what 
| he ſeems, nor ſeems what he is. 

An Hyporrite is the Picture of a Saint : 
but his Paint ſhall be waſhed off, and he ſhall 
appear in his own Colours. 

 _ God is good in Earneſt with us, 3 we ought 
therefore to be fo with him. 

An Hypocrite is hated of the World for 
ſceming a Chriſtian, and hated of God tor 


of IDLEN E $ 8. 

5 Laleneſs is the Mother of many wanton 
| Children. 

They that do nothing, are in the ready 


1 Way to do that which 1 18 worlc than no- 


thing. 
If we hide our Talent in he Farth, we 


ſhall loſe our Treaſure in Heaven. 
- AChrittan ſhould never ay , be hath no- 


1 | thing 40 do. | 


= It was rt x Nothing that we were : cal- 
led out of ming. 


ET of the SOUL. 5 
It matters not what a Man loſes, if he 


l faves his Soul; but, if he loſe his Soul, it 
matters not what he ſaves. 


| Si. are mot miſerable. 


They that are leaſt ſenſible of their Soul's 
Tis 
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"Tis our greateſt Wiſdom to be tenderly . 


watchful over the Frame of our Spirits; to 
obſerve what helps it, and what injures it. 


= 


If you loſe your Time, you loſe your 1 


Hopes; and if you loſe your Hopes, you 
loſe your Souls; and when your Souls are 
loſt, they ſhall never be ranſomed; when 
your Hopes are loſt, they ſhall never be re- 
covered; and when your Time is loſt, 11 


mall never be . 


ore the Heart and Conſcience. 
hard Heart of Man. 


broken Heart is bound up. 


flattered. 


Conſcience. 


| Heart, 
' 5 of GRACE. | - 
it The Motion of Fe : may males ” 


"L, from Sin. 


We muſt hike the Warning of Cooke 
ence, or we ſhall feel ths: Woundings of 


A Word from God, a Look from Chriſt, 1 
a Touch from the Spirit, 0 A break the 2 


Perſons diſlolute, but a | Senſe. of 1 it reſtrairs 


The ſoft Mercies of God will break the 


An hard Heart 18 not fo ſoon broken, as a 


It is better to have a good Conſcience, and 1 
be cenſured, than to haye a bad one, and be No 


34 Devout and Uſeful Sayings 


The Goodneſs of God reſpects our Empti- 


= 5 neſs, the Grace of God our Smfulne/s, and. 
ST the Mercy of God our Unworthineſs. 


4 and the Spirit for Grace. 


Soul; as all Lite flows from the Soul united 


wards his Son, the more was his Ne 
8 gnified towards the Sinner. 


5 Merey promiſed, / 
keeps it: Mercy call'd us; Faithfulneſs wil 


venant Mercies are ſure. 


What Sin is there, which Grace cannot 


pardon ? What Heart is there, which Grace 


cannot ſoften? What Soul 1 18 there, which 
Grace cannot fave ? 


All Grace flows from Chriſt wat, to the 
to the Body. 


The more God's Tuftice was diclared to- 


God humbled his Son to exalt his Grace. 
Saul was not ſo free in perſecuting Chriſt, 


as Chriſt was in pardoning Paul. 


Bleſs God for Chriſt, Chriſt for the Spirit, 


hy A As as 


Poſſibly a Chriſtian's See may ſpoil 


a him of his common Mercies; but they ſhall 
never rob him of his Covenant Mercies. 


God's Faithfulneſs performed What bi 
Mercy drew the Covenant ; Faithfulneſ 


not caſt us off. 
Common Mercies may be [weet, but Co- 


Abuſers of Mercy are Treaſurers up of | 
Wrath. 

If thou wert worthy, thou could'ſt 1 have 
no o Mercy. 


There 
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| Fhere i is Grace in the Deſire of Grace, 
as there is Sin in the Deſire of Sin. 
You that have found Merey, ſhew | 
Mercy... - -- oY 
Though God in Mercy hath done great 
Things for you, yet conſider what! in Juſtice | 
he might have done to you. 
Whilſt we carry a Senſe of Grace in our 
Conſcience to comfort us, let us carry a 
Senſe of Sin in our Memory to humble us. 
We can never bleſs God enough for his 
Patience, that hath kept us fo long out of 
Hell; nor for his . that ſo earneſtly 
invites us to Heaven. 
All that are choſen are Veſſels of Mercy ; 
all that are regenerate, are Patternsof Percy: 
all that are fav'd, are Monuments of Mercy; 
and the Work of Heaven, 1 13 to ling the loud 5 
Praiſes of Merey. 
It melts the Heart to think; that Cod i is as 
ull of Mercy, as I am of Sin; he is as free 
to forgive, as am to offend; he hath 4 
< Mercies for daily Sins. 2 
The Heart of Man is fuch a hk Soil, 
that no Good can grow therein, unleſs Ak 
mighty Grace plant it. 2 575 
Grace is an immortal Seed, caſt into an — 
immortal Soil, that brings forth immortal _ 
| ruit. | | | | 
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of TEMP TATIONS. 


l Temptations are Inſtructions. 
| He is over-wiſe that goes out of God's 
Way to eſcape a Croſs. 

| Godwilleither keep his Saints from Temp- 
_ tations by his preventing Mercy, or in Temp- 
= tations by his ſupporting Mercy, or find 2 
Way for their Eſcape by his EO | 
| Mercy. _ 

WY Chriſtian that lives here among hi 
Enemies, ſhould never ſtir abroad withou 
his Guard. 
|. Satan tempts to Sin, the Spirit counſel 

againſt „ 
If you follow Satan, you will find th 
Tempter prove a Tormentor ; if you folloy 

the Syirit, you will find the Counſellor pron ; 
a Comforter. 


-- Oo the WORLD. 
1 If the World be our Portion here, Hel t 
85 will be our Portion hereafter. 
We muſt. neither leave the World, no \ 

— love . 
The World promiſes Comforts, and pay a 

15 Kos \ 


Reiches and Proſperity will cither Kill wit 
Care, or ſurfeit with Delight. F 


9 3 5 


on divers Subjects. 37 
1 not proud of Riches but afraid of 
them, leſt they be as ſiwer Bars to croſs the 
Way to Heaven. 5 
We put a Price upon Riches, but Riches | 
cannot put a Price upon us. | 
Me muſt anſwer for our Riches, but our 5 
Riches cannot anſwer for us. 


Riches are as indifferent Things; ood or 


bad, as they are uſed: Be then as indifferent 
to them, as they are to you. 


If there be too great an Affection for any — 


Thing here, chere will be an anſwerable Af- 
fiction. . 

Tis a fad Thing 1 a Man can 781 no 
comfort but in Piverſions, no Joy but * 
forgetting himſelf. 5 
Love the Men of the World, but not the 75 
Things of the World. 
Io have a Portion in the World, is 


Mercy; to have the World for a Portion, is 3 


Wer. 
Whatever we make an Idol of, il be a | 
Croſs to us if we belong to Chriſt; a Curie 3 
to us if we do not. | 
We ſhould endeavour to paſs through this 5 
World with a chearful Indifferency. 1 
Covetouſneſs betrayed our Saviour, Envy 


accuſed him, and the Friendſl. ip of the I 


World condemned him. 


Man is not made for the World, but the 4 


Wala for Man. . 85 
| | 8 D 3 ah It 
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. It is our Buſineſs in this World, to ſecure 
an Intereſt in the next. 


The Things of the World, the more they 


| | are known, the lefs they are admired ; a 


"the Things of God, the more they. ar 
known, the more they are admired. 
There is no Miſs of the Creature, where 


chere! is a full Enjoyment of the Creator. 
If thou art not afraid of the World, I fear 


| % thou art a Friend of the World, and ; an Ene- | 


my to God. 


As you Jove your Souls, beware of hl & | 


World; it hath flain its Thouſands, and ten 
2 Thoufands. What ruined Lot's Wife? the 

World. What ruined Judas? the World. 
What ruined Simon Magus? the World. 
What ruined Demas? the World. And, 
What ſhall it profit a Man, if be gain the 
cee World, and boſe Mrs own Sul! ? Nan 


vi. 


To ſpeak the Truth ge Riches are 


= Duſt, Honours are Shadows, Ficaſunts are 


Bubbles, and Man a Lump of Wanne com- 
pounded of Sin and Miſery. 


Of the Word of God. 


The Word of God muſt be nearer to Us 
than our Friends, dearer to us than our Lives, 


. ſweeter to us than our Liberty, and pleaſanter 


to us than all earthly Comforts. © 
Take the Candle of God's Word, and 
fearch the Corners of your Heart. _ 


2 


? 


on drvers Subjefs. —_ 39 Y 
We ſpeak to God in Prayer ; God ſpeaks bY 


to us in his Word. 


Two Things are to be trembled at; the 
Preſence of God which fills all Places, and 


the Word of God which reacheth to all ” 
A 


All Arguments againſt the Word of God 4 


are Fallacies; all Conceits againſt the Word 

are Deluſions; all Deriſion againſt the Word 

is Folly; and all Oppoſition __ the 
Word is Madneſs. | 


When God threatens, that? 8 a Ti ime to b 
repent; when he promiſes, that's a Time to 
believe; when he mmdands, that Sa Time : 


to obey. 


If a Man believed che Threawings of the . 


Word of God, he would tremble, and 14 to 
the Promiſes for Refuge. 


As Chriſt came out of his Father 8 th. 4 
fan. fo the Promiſes came out of Chriſt's . 


Side. 


The Church cannot 1 without Faith, =, 
and Faith cannot live without che Pro- e 
miſes. i 

We have: ls Power to ſand than our 
firſt Parents, but we have better Promiſes. 


Whatever Promiſes Faith takes hold of, 4 
it makes the good N there promiſed to 
be our own. 


| God's Promiſes are a Defence againſt 4 
Man 8 Threatnings. 


by. 
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The Promiſes of the Goſpel are ſealed to 
us by the Oath of the Father, the Blood of 
= the Son, and the Witneſs of the — 


* 


K the LA 2 7 
The moral Law was weak through the 


= Fleſh; the ceremonial Law was ſo in its own 
= une; but Chriſt was the End of the mo- 
ral Law to fulfil it; and the End of the 
ceremonial Law to anfwer i its Intention, by 
| offering himſelf a Sacrifice. 


Chriſt was God's righteous Servant to per- 


form all the Duties of the moral Law; and 


4 our devoted Sacrifice to bear all the Penalties 
F 


By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin, by 


the G Golß el is the Knowledge of Chriſt. 


God Kath written a Law and a Goſpel ; 


the Law to humble us, and the Goſpel to 
comfort us; the Law to caſt us down, and 
the Goſpel to raiſe us up ; the Law to con- 
vince us of our Miſery, and the Goſpel to 
convince us of His Mercy ; the Law to iſco 


ver Sin, and the Gale to diſcover Grace 
1 and Chriſt. 


Of PROVIDENCE. 
Providences are ſometimes dark Texts that 


want an Expoſitor. 


God's Providence fulfils his Promiſe. 
Count 


= vour to humble ourſelves. 


on divers Subjefs, 
Count every Day, as well as you can. 
the Providences of God towards FO that 
Day. 
Without God's Providence nothing falls 
out in the World; without his Commiſſion 


nothing ſtirs; without his 5 nothing 
OS. | 


Of AFFL ICTIONS. 


"Tis a worſe Sign to be without Chaſtiſe- i 
ment, than to be under Chaſtiſement. 0 

Two Things ſhould comfort ſuffering 
Chriſtians, viz. all that they ſuffer is not 


Hell; yet it 1s all the Hell they ſhall | 
Tuner. 


Afflictions are not 0 much threatned, as , 
promiſed, to the Children of God. 7 
To be a Chriſtian, and a ſuffering ur- | 


| ſtian, is a double Honour. 
By Affliction God ſeparates the Sin which 
he hates, from the Soul which he loves. 


'The more a Man fears Sin, the leſs will 
| he fear Trouble. 


Alfflictions are of God's ſending, but of] 
in's deſerving. 


Sin is the Poiſon, AMiction the hy- | 
fick. 


"When God 1 is bumbling ü us, let us endea- p 


May every one do what he will with his 
own, but God? e 


1 
2 . 
by 
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If the Servants of Chriſt are never fo 
3 low; yet his Heart is with them, and his 
| Eye upon them. 
| God takes it unkindly when » we. grieve 
too much for any outward Thing; becauſe 
| ?tzs a Sign we fetch not that Comfort from 
"= him 2 83 we ſhould, _ 

Though the Hand of God may be againſt 
| you; yet, the Heart of God may be towards 
| you. 
by What if the Providers of God croſs you, 
if the Promiſe of God bleſs you ? : 
Wbat is bearing a temporal Croſs, to the 
4 wearing an eternal Crown? 5 
Our Enjoyments are greater than our 
Alfflictions, and our Afflictions leſs than our 
. 

Our Suffcringy Mou ſir up our Graces | 

as well as our Griefs, Og 


Of P RA YE R. : 
Fill up the void Spaces of your Time with "I 


R Meditation and Prayer. 
hey are the ſafeſt who are moſt in their 
Cloſets; who pray not to be ſeen of Men, 

but to be heard of God. : . 
Prayer doth not conklt in bitte Expref- 

ſions, and a Volubility of Speech; but? in a 
Brokenneſs of Heart. | 
{  Imperfe@t broken Groans, from a broken 8 
| Heart, God will ans Jour EOS ers 
5 n 
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An hard Heart cannot pray; 3 A broken i 
Heart | 1s made up of Prayer. 
It is a Comfort to Chriſtians apart to 
think their Prayers meet before a Throne of 
Grace; and their Perſons ſhall meet before 
a Throne of Glory. > 25 «7 
There wants nothing but a believing 
Prayer to turn the Promiſe into a Perfor- | 


mance. 


God is a great God, and tene he will 
be ſought ; he is a good God, and therefore 
he will be found. 1 
When God pours out his Spirit upon Man, 4 
then will Man "your out his Heart before 4 
God. CR 
2 that 1 ent Prayer, or prays 4 
without Life, hath not the Spirit of Gd. 
Prayer doth not conſiſt in the Elegance 4 
of the Phraſe, but in the Strength of the 


Affection. 


| Where there is a willing Heart, there ; 
will be a continual crying to Heaven for 4 
Help. l 
Pray that you may N 
Waiting upon God continually will abate | 
Your unneceſſary Cares, and ſweeten your 
neceſſary ones. 1 
Sad counts all the Steps w we 7 to the | 
95 5 Throne of Grace, and all the Minutes of our 
waiting. 1 
ht nothing get between Heaven and | 
Prayer, b but Chriſt, 4 
5 | Prayer, | 


| 44 Devont ah Up ful Sings 
Prayer, if it be done as a Taſk, i no 


Prayer. 


| Sin quenches Prayer, Afiition quickens 
it. 
The ſame Spirit of Faith which teaches a 
| Man to cry earneſtly, teaches him to wait 
| patiently: For as it aſſures him the Mercy 
is in the Lord's Hand; ſo it aſſures him, it 
will be given forth in the Lord's Time. 
The Breath of Prayer comes from che 
| Life of Faith, : 
Whatever you want go to God ado Faith 
| PTY Prayer, m the Name of Chriſt, and 5 
never think his Delays are Denials. 
They that ſpend hate Days in Faith and 


er” ſhall end their Days 1 in Peace and 
| Comfort. | = 


of ETERNITY. 


Look backwards, and Time was when 

| Souls were not ; look forwards, and our Souls 
| will be when Time ſhall not. 
| Who would not deny himſelf he a Time, 
that he may enjoy himſelf for ever 
What is the World to them that are in the 
3 Grave, where our Bodies fnuſt ſhortly be? 
Or to them that are in Eternity, where our 
| Souls muſt ſhortly be? 

| Remember you are at the Door of Eier- 
nity, and have other Work to do than to trifle 
away Time; thoſe Hours which you ſpend 
in Vie Cloſets, are the e Spots of all 
| 1 
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your Time, and will have the ſweeteſt Lnflu- 

ence upon your laſt Hours. 1 
Our Lifeis a Paſſage to Eternity; it it ought 3 
to be a Meditation of * J and a Pre- 
| paration for Eternity. 


Of DE ATH. 28 
The longeſt Life, is a lingering Death. 3 
Firſt Infancy dies, then Childhood, then 
Youth, then Manhood, then old Age, and 
then we make an End of dying. oy 
Though thou mayeſt have been nenrer | 
Death (in thine own Apprehenſions) than 
thou art now; yet it is certain, Death was 


= never ſo near to thee as it 18 NOW. 


Mean does not die becauſe he is 1 of | 
Earth, but becauſe he is infected with Sin. 
Death to a Chriſtian, i is r off . ö 

for Robes. L 

We need not — aſhamed of that now, | 

which we are ſure we thall dot repent of 

when we come to die. 

As the King of Terrors leaves us, ſo the 

Day of Terror will find us. | | 

Death will be very terrible to him who 

dies not in his Thoughts daily. j 

There is nothing terrible in Death, but | 
what our Lives have made fo. | 

Lis Death to many to think of Death; 34 
| they are as unwilling to be led into a Dis 

courſe of Death, as Children into the Dark: 

85 he Thoughts of it are no more welcome 


* 


5 4 
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to them, than Moſes was to Pharaoh; to 


whom he ſaid, Get thee from me, and let me 


fee thy Face no more, Fxod. x. 28. 


Death ſhuts in the Light of this World, 


and is the Day-break of Eternity. 


Let us familiarize Death by Meditation, : 


and ſweeten it by Preparation. 


The great Comfort of a Believer, on his 


| Death-bed, 1s Faith in Chriſt, Hope in the 
Promiſes, and an Intereſt in the Covenant. 


This Life is a middle State; we muſt ſoon 
YH go higher or lower, where we muſt ſpend 
upon the Treaſure we here lay up, whether - 


| of Wrath or Glory. 


We ſhould think of Death, not as though | 
we were thinking, but as though we were 


| | dying. 


It is the greateſt Buſineſs of Life, to think | 
of the End of Life, and to lay: hold of eter-· 


nal Life. 


Let us make a Friend of Death . our : 


| Judge; and then we ſhall die out of Choice, 
as well as Neceſſity. 4 


Of HEAVEN. 


If Heaven doth not enter into us by Way 
of Holmeſs, we ſhall never enter into Hea- 


ven by Way of Happineſs. 


If you would lay up a Treaſure of Glory 
in Heaven, lay up a Treaſure of Grace in 


| your Hearts. 


* 


3 N 
* | 2 


on Moers + Subjeffs. 47 
Tf your Souls are rich 1 in Grace, they will. 1 
be rich in Glory. 
The more you do for God! in x this World, 3 
the more God will do for you in the World 
to come. C 
5 Heaven 18 alter the Saints of Chriſt, 2, 
fo they are kept for Heaven by the Spirit. 


e * Ren atk a , 
8 * | Fs 8 * . , 
4 


In Heaven all God's Servants will be abun- 3 
dantly ſatisfied with his Dealings and Diſ> _ 
e en with them; and ſhall ſee how all 


conduced, like ſo many Winds, to bring 


them to their Haven; and how, even the 


| rougheſt Blaſts helped to NOS. them home= 7 
S ward. 4 
5 Heaven God will never hide his Face 1 
more, nor the Devil ſhew his more. 1 
Ho can we expect to hve with God 3 in 
Heaven, if we love not to live with him on 
„% DO 
If thou loveſt to worlhip God here below, 

God will take thee up to worſhgp him above. 
Thou ſhalt change thy Place, but not thine | 
Employment. "of 
HFeaven is a Day without a Cloud to dark 
en it, and without a Night to end it. 
Wie would be ſeated in the heavenly Ca- 
naan, but are loth to be ſcratched with the 
Briers and Thorns of the Wilderneſs, © 
In Heaven there ; is the Preſence of all 
Good, and the Abſence of all Evil. 
Grace and Glory differ, but as the Bud +4 
and the Mao: : What is Grace but Glory 


brug 4 
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begun? What is Glory, but Grace per- 


fected ? 


We ſ may hope for a Place in Heaven, if 
our Hearts are made ſuitable to the State of 
Heaven. 


If there will be any Grief in Heaven, ſure 


= it will be for this, that we have done no 
more for God on Earth. x 


E HELL. 


They that will not fear the Puniſhment 


Jn the Threatning, ſhall fee] the Threatning 
in the Puniſhment. 


In Heaven Holineſs is their everlaſting 


: Temper, and Happineſs their everlaſting 
Portion; in Hell Sin is their eternal Temper, 
and Sorrow their eternal Portion. 


The Reaſon why fo many fall into Hell, 


is becauſe ſo few think of it. 


They 91 cepeſt into Hell, that fall backs 


ward in ell. 


convinced; none ſo near Hell, as thoſe who 
have quenched Conviction. 
The Scorner's Seat ſtands next Hell Gate. 


None are ſo near Heaven, as s they that! are 


Me muſt fall into the Arms of Chriſt, or 
1 into the Flames of Hell. 
You may think it wal Thing to repent 


' on Earth, but! it 1s a adder ir JOEY to repent | 


A Crna 


Sinner's Place is a lower. 
"Tis a weak and wretched Thing, by falle 
Peace, to ſecure eternal Sorrow. Ts 


CHAP. u. 


tions oy Way of Simile. 


— A 


forth all its Streams towards God, n the 

Ocean from whence it flowed. 
Chriſtian Graces are like Picfumncry' . the 

more they are preſt, the ſweeter che ſmell ; 


like Trees, the more they are ſhaken, the 
deeper Root they take, and the more e Frult 
they ben. 

As Snow 1s of itſelf cold, yet warms Sl 


F Brefreſhes the Earth; fo Afflickions, thougli 


in themſelves grievous, yet keep the Soul 
Jof the Chriſtian warm, and make it fruitſul. 
| The caſting down of our Spirits in true 
1 18 but like throwing a Ball on the 
E Ground, 


A Craitire 8 Place is a low Place, but a 


Containing ſome religious. 03 ſerva. 


like Stars, that ſhine brighteſt in the dark; 3 


7 * * 1 - 
4 


8 Rivers and Fournelis proceed from 9 * A 
the Sea, and return thither again; 16 
true Grace in the Heart, as a Fountain, ſends 


9 | 
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Ground, which makes it rebound the higher 
F towards Heaven. 
As worldly Joy ends in Sorrow, fo godly 
Sorrow ends in Joy. _ 
As it ſometimes rains when the gun 


mhines; ; lo there may be Joy in a Saint's Heart 
when there are Tears in his Eyes. 

| Confeſſion of Sin ſhould come like Water 

from a Spring, that runs freely; and not 
like Water from a Still, that! is forced by the 
Fire of Affliction. 

As the Way to ſtop Bleeding, 18 by open- 
ing a Vein, fo the Way to ſtop unreaſonable 
| Sorrow 1 is to turn it againft Sin. 

Sin is like a Bee, with Honey! in ĩts Mouth 
but a Sting in its Tail. 


Many a Man ſhifts his Sins as Men 4 


= their Cloaths; they put off one to put or 


another: This is but Ong upon the De 
vil in a new Livery. 

The Fins of a good Man are like Weed 
in a Garden, which may hinder the Growth 

0 Fruits and Flowers, but (not permitted 

o get Head) cannot kill them. 

The Pleaſure of Sin is like a Draught of 
beet Poiſon. 

As the Fly, chat plays about che Candle, 
doth often burn its Wings at laſt; ſo the 
Chriſtian that parleys with Temptations, 
is in danger of having the Wings of his 
Soul ſo ſhortened by the hery Darts of thc 


Devil, 


zy Way of Simile. 31 
Devil, that he will not be able to raiſe a again 
toward Heaven, till God ſhall give him res 
newed Affections. 
As Noah's Dove could find no Reſt ter the 
Sole of her Foot; ſo the Spirit of God can 
find no Reſidence | in chat Heart which is or 
lug'd in Sin. 75 

Our Conſcience i is as 4 Fire within us, our 
Sins as the Fewel ; therefore, inſtead of 
warming, it will ſcorch us; unleſs the Fuel 
be removed, or the Heat of it allay'd wo * i 
nitential Tears. 5 
All true Chriſtians muſt be like Noah's 
Ark, that was pitched within and without; 
Gen. vi. 14. They muſt have a holy In- 
fide, and a holy Outſide ; their Profeſſion 
and Practice muſt agree together. 15 


They that are Profeſſors only, and mite — 


a ſhew of Religion for ſiniſter Ends, are like 
Orpah; in Times of Affliction they will 
kiſs their Mother and be gone; fey wall 
ſoon take leave of the Church of God. But 
they that are true Chriſtians are like Ruth; 
they will cleave to her, ſtay by her, live and 
die with her, and never . from her. 
Nut h. ä 


As it is not putting on a Gown that make - 


a Scholar, but the inward Habits of the 


Mind; ſo it is not putting on an outward _ 


Cloak of Profeſſion that makes a Chriſtian, 2 
but the inward Grace of the Heart. 
vn 


will more eaſily be joined together i in Love 
0 one another.. 
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As Noah's Dove found no footing but in 
the Ark; ſo a Chriſtian finds no Content- 
ment buti in Chriſt. 

Our Hearts are like Inſtruments of Muſic 
well tun'd ; they will make no Melody in 
the Ear of God, unleſs they be gently touch'd 
by the Finger of the Spirit. 

Chriſtians Hearts are as Iron; if they be 
once made hot with the Love of God, they 


As the Sun ripens and ſweetens Fruits by 
ſhining upon them, without which they 
would be ſour and unſavory; ſo it is the 
5 Sunſhine of God's Love and Favour that 


ſweetens all earthly Bleſſings, without which 


they would be but Croſſes and Curſes to them 
chat poſſeſs them. 
God's Mercies are as Cords to draw us to 


3 Vim; but our Sins are as ſharp Swords that 
cut thoſe Cords. = 


- Outward Comforts are like the rotten 


Twigs of a Tree; they may be touched, but 
jf they are truſted to, or reſted upon, they 


| on will certainly deceive and fail us. 


As Cankers breed in the ſweeteſt Roſes, 


ſo Pride may ariſe out of the ſweeteſt 


Duties. 
A zealous Soul without Mecknels; i is like 
2 Ship in a Storm, in danger of Wrecks. A 


meek Soul without Zeal, is like a Ship in a 


Calm, 
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Calm, that moves not ſo faſt to its Harbour 
as it ought. _ 

Notional Knowledge 3 is like the Light of 
A Candle, which enlightens, but does not 
warm; true and ſaving Knowledge is like 


the Sun, which not t only en but en 8 
livens. 


burnt, that they might be an Offermg wh TH . 
by Fire, 9 of ſweet Savour, unto the Lord, 


For, unleſs we offer up our Hearts to him 


of Zeal, our Duties will never be acceptable 19 
to him. - 

As O14-TeRament Saints had Sacrifices un- 
der the Law; ſo New-Teftament Saints have 
under the Goſpel: For every Duty in which 
Saints conſecrate themſelves, 1 is called a Sa- 
crifice, Pſalm iv. 5. cxvi. 17. Heb. xiii. 16. 
And we may parallel Law and Goſpel Sacri- 


| fices thus, Repentance is a Tre/ſpa/s-offerimg, 


Leal a Burnt-offering, Praiſe a Free-will- 


leavened Bread. 4 
As every Shred of Gold is precious, 4 2 
every Minute of Time. 


As it would be great Folly to ſhoe Horſes | 
(as Nero did) with Gold; fo it would be, o 


ſpend Time in Trifles, : 
„„ A Chriflian's 


As God commanded under the Law: bunt 0 
the Inwards of every Sacrifice ſhould be 


Levit. iv. 8. ſo he looks for no leſs now: I 


on the Altar of Chriſt's Merits with the Fire ö 


offering, and en the Oblations of un- 1 
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A Chriſtian's Birth is like the Red-Sea, 
that brings him into the Wilderneſs ; his 


Death is like Jordan, that brings him into 


Canaan. LE 

F - As the Waters that han the Men of the 
old World, raiſed up Noah in the Ark; ſo 
Death which ſinks Sinners into Hell, raiſes 
Saints up to Heaven. 


As a Baſiliſt, if it ſees a Man firſt, kills 


him, but, if a Man ſees it firſt, it doth him 

no harm; fo, if we ſee Death firſt, and pre- 

| pare for it, we unſting it, and it can do us 
no hurt. 


As Lamps fed with ſweet Oil, caſt a ſweeter 
Smell when they are put out; ſo after 


Death, the e of the Righteous Is 
ene . 
A wicked Man is like one that hangs over 


a deep Pit by a ſlender Cord with one e 


and | 1s cutting 1 it with the other. 
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PAP. L LIE 
HUSE God for your Werde 5 re- 
member that he is the only Happi- 
| neſs 4 a Rational and Immortal Soul. The 
Soul that was made for God can find no Hap- 
pineſs but in God: It came from God, and 
can never be Happy but by returning to him 
again, and reſting in him. Mic. ii. 10. Ariſe, 


ö | . 


for this is not your Ręſt. Col. iu. 1, 2, 3. F 
je be then riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe Things  * 


which are above, where Chrift ſitteth on the 
right Hand of God. Set your Afections on 
Things above, not on Things on the Earth: 
For ye are Dead, and your Life is hid with 
Chriſt in God. 
God is All-ſufficient ; get bim for your 
portion and you have all: Then you have 
infinite Wiſdom to direct you, infinite 


Knowledge to teach you, infinite Mercy to I 


Pity and fave you, infinite Love to care for 


and comfort you, and infinite Power to pro- 


tect and keep you. If God be yours, all his 
Attributes are yours; all his Creatures, all 
his Works of Providence, ſhall do you good, 


as you have need of them. He is an eternal, 


. — Portion. He is an ever-livs _ 
— . 5 — „ 
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= Every Thing 18 a Snare, and a wicked Heart 


ing, ever-loving, ever-preſent Friend ; and 
without him you are a curſed Creature in 
every Condition, and all Things will work 
againſt you. 
. Confider, that by Nature you are dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sin; a Child of Wrath, 2 
Stranger, and Enemy to God; and while 
| ſuch, the Thoughts of God are terrible ta 
you; you can expect nothing from him but 
denen and everlaſting Burnings. God is ever 
angry with the Wicked: His Holineſs hates 
al Sin; his all-ſeeing Eye beholds it, and 
this Juſtice will puniſh it. 
W WhileyouareinaState of Nature you can 
do nothing but Sin, Gen. vi. 5. Matth. vii. 18, 


is apt to be taken. Labour to be ſenſible of 
this, and let the Sinfulneſs of your Nature be 
your greateſt Burden. Strive and labour | 
againſt this principally. Get Purity of Heart, 
and a holy Life will follow upon it; but if 
you ſtrive only againſt outward Acts of Sin, 
while your Heart 1 1s let alone, your Labour 
will be in vain, your Heart will tire you out; 
or if it doth not, yet remember, that God's 


| Eye is in the Heart, and he hath provided | 
| Hell for Hypocrites. Nothing more damna- 


ble than a wicked unrenewed Heart: 
III. Conſider, that Chriſt alone is your 
Way to God. Juſtification, Pardon, and Ac- 
ceptance with God, 1s by Faith in him alone. 
venacation, and a new Nate is by the 
1 E 
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! Power of his Spirit alone. Let Chriſt there- 
fore be precious to your Soul. Labour for 
MM true Faith in him. Take him for your Lord 
and Saviour; ſubmit to his Commands in all 
Things; and reſt your Soul upon him alone 
for Reconciliation and Peace with God. Open 
your Heart to the Motions of his Spirit; wel- 
come that Principle of a holy and divine Life, 
and be ſure to improve his Motions, follow 
his Drawings, and by no means grieve him. 
IV. Be ſpeedy in your 1 and 
diligent in your Endeavours after Holineſs. 
Know the Time of God's gracious Viſitation. 
While God is calling, Chriſt inviting, the 
Gate of Heaven ſet open, the Miniſters of 
the Word exhorting, and the Spirit drawing, 
make haſte and delay not. q 
O onſider your Life is but ſhort, and alto- 
8 gether uncertain. To defer one Day may be 
to your everlaſting Undoing. When your 
Life is once gone it will be in vain to think 
of Repenting. You ſhall then have no more 
_ Sermons, no more Offers of Chriſt and Grace, 
Hleb. ix. 27. God will be patient no more. 
And if God ſhould take away your Life to 
Morrow, you would periſh inexcuſably forre- 
fuſing his Grace to Day. One Offer of Grace 
refus ' d renders a Sinner inexcuſable, though 
God ſhould never offer his Mercy more. O, 
trifle not with your Soul! Be not careleſs of | 
| eternal Happineſs. You have Heaven and 
Bel, Life and Death before you, and it de- 
1 pea | 
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pends upon your own hearty Choice which 
hall be your Portion: And they are choſen 


| oy 1 Choice of the Way which leads to 


Chuſe Life, and chuſe it ſpeedily. 


44 Nn der once again, that you have 


v5 but one Life to chuſe m. Trifle not away 


this Moment, upon which depends Eternity: | 


1 Maipend n- not your thort Time to your eternal 
| Loſs. 


| Standnot upon a ſhort Labour, Difficulty, : 
HSelf-Denial, or Suffering, for your eternal 


= Happineſs. God would have you ſaved 


W Chriſt hath died for you to reconcile you to 
God; he is aſcended into Heaven to open a 
i Door for your Soul to enter in at, and he is 
& interceding with the Father for all Grace and 
W Mercy for you, if you refuſe him not. He 


came into the World to /cek and to ſave that 


which is loft, Luke xix. 10. Be ſenſible of 
K your ſinful, loſt, damnable Condition with- | 
| out him, O! make haſte to your Saviour, 
yield to all his Demands, and take him as 
offered in the Goſpel, in all his Offices. 
V. Endeavour to be truly and thoroughly 
Religious, and be not diſcouraged at the Dif- 
' ficulties of it. God's Grace ſhall be ſufficient 


for your help; his Promiſes ſhall be your 


ſweet Encouragement ; Peace of Conſcience, 
and Communion with God, ſhall be your 
ever preſent Cordials. The Trouble and 
Pains of Religion ſhall be but ſhort, and your 
Reward ſhall be glorious and eternal. Re- 


"a, member 


member that of the Apoſtle, when Religion 


calls you to Self-denial and N Our. 


J ght Afietions that are but for a Momen 4 


work out for us afar mare exceeding 7 
nal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. If we | 
ſuffer with Chriſt we ſhall alſo reign with 

him, 2 Tim. ii. 12. And the Suffermgs of this. © 
preſent Life are not worthy ta be compared 


with the Glory which ball be reuealed, Rom. 


viii. 18. See alſo, Iſa. xlui. 2, 3, When thou 


paſſeth through the Waters I will be with 


thee ; and through the Rivers, they ſhall not | 
55 overflow thee; when thou walkeſt through the * 
Fire thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the * 
| n thee, Vor I am the Lord 
thy God, the holy one of Iſrael thy Saviour, 
Never are we more joyful than when we deny | 
our Joy for Chriſt's Sake! And if theſe Argu- 
ments will not prevail, then conſider, that all 


Flame kindle 


the Pains and Difficulties of Religion will be 


. foundi in the End far more tolerable than Hell. 
Vl. Devote your young Years to a good | 
God, and your loving Saviour. The firſk | 
| Fruits are to be offered to him. The green 
Fars of your Youth are to be carried to his 


Sanctuary. Think it not pity that the vai 


Delights and ſinful Pleaſures of Youth | 
# mould be loſt: You ſhall but exchange them 
8 a Delights, which are far more 
excellent, inward and laſting. The Joy of x 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Rejoicing of a good 
ih gene ene with God, the 
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4 Senſe of his Love, and the Hope of Heaven, 


are far better than the Pleaſures of Sin, and 


will more than recompence your Loſs of 
youthful and carnal Delights. And conſider 

this ſeriouſly, that none have uſually more 
Comfort in their Souls than thoſe, who are 
willing to loſe their ſinful Comforts for God " 


1 and their Soul's Sake. 


Remember that you muſt give an Account 


[ F to God how you ſpend your Youth, as well || 


as for old Age. Conſider, as young as you 
are, how many Years are already ſpent; and 


1 what Account you are able to give to God 
of them. One Day ſpent in Sin is too much; 
| I and the Sins of one Hour deſerve a Hell, = 


= Younger than you are dead and gone. Let 
= the Thoughts of them mind you ſeriouſly of 

F your Account. Your Call to God's Bar 
may be next. Are you ready? Think often | 
| what Expence of Time may be beſt account-= 


ed for to God; and ſo ſpend your younger 


Days, as you will wiſh you had ſpent them 
when you come to die and be judgect. 
Suppoſe God ſhould call you away ſud- 


| ; Aly, hi Sentence could you expect from 


him? Are you ready, if the Bridegroom 
ſhould now come? Matth. xxv. 6, It will 


| be no Excuſe at Judgment, if you be found 
in your Sins, to ſay, Lord, was but young. 
He that is old enough to ſin is old 


enough for Hell. You cannot make ſure 
of God's Lov e, and an Intereſf in Chriſt 
| _ too 


333 
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too ſoon. You cannot ſecure Four; Soul too 
ſon. I 
' Conſider thoſe young "Ones. in Scripture | 
who are commended for their early Piety. 
Samuel was miniſtring to God in his Child- 
hood, 1 Sam. ii. 18. Jab had a tender 
Heart for Cod in his tender Years, 2 Kings 
Xxii. 19. Children ſang Hoſannas to Chriſt, 
Matth. xxi. 1 5. Timothy was a Saint betimes, 
2 Tim. iii. 15. And let theſe young Ones 1 
be your Pattern, 4 
The young Diſciple was the 5 Dis 
God takes great Delight in an early Convert. 
All your Life is due to God, let him there- 
fore have all that ſtill remains, and beg his JF 
Pardon that any of it hath been deny'd. 
| Repentance is eaſieſt in Youth. Sin is leſs I 
rooted; Satan not ſo fortify'd, Grace not ſo 
much ſlighted, the Spirit not fo much grie- 
ved, and the Conſcience nct lo much har- } 
dened. 2 
Be ſure therefore to giv c God your Youth. 4 
Reſolve now to be ſeriouſly religious. Now *' 
beg for the Pardon of your Sins, and the Spi- 
rit of Holineſs ; and though the Generality of 
JTouth take another Courſe, yet be not ſway'd | 
by the Multitude, and carried down the 
Stream towards Hell; let them go, you ſhall 
have better Company. The Saints of God 
will love You, the Angels of God will guard 
Fou, and the Preſence of God himſelf hall 
8 Sabah 8085 ws I 
LE And 


| 


| the fweeteſt Delights I in che World. 


| | br f Serious Advice to Youth, 


And if you find yourſelf {till ihelidkd 
to be as the moſt are, and to do as the moſt 
do, confider that you cannot have that Plea- 


| furein Sin which others may. You have had 


a good Education, and good Eft ions : | 


| your Conſcience hath 4 more awaken'd, 
| and will not ſuffer you to enjoy the Pleaſures 


of Sin, as others, who are more ignorant, 


and worſe educated, may. Conſcience will 
mix Gall with your Honey; when you go to 
Prayer, in the Evening, upon your B 

| when alone and retired, or in the Dark, it 
Will read fad Lectures to you, and make you 
review your paſt Delights with Bitterneſs. 


ed, 


Labour therefore to approve yourſelf to 


God in Youth; and though others may 
condemn you, yet God (from whoſe Mouth 
only you muſt live or die) will acquit and 
| Juſtify you. 


And as a Condition of this Advice, let : 
me perſuade you to conſider, that a forſak- 
ing of Sin, when you are moſt capable of 
Pleafure or Honour by it, and a turning to 


| God when you are molt capable of enjoying 
the World, will Oy evidence the Truth 


of your Converſion. So that a timely Con- 


verſion to God in Youth, as it is moſt caly, 


fo it is leaſt queſtionable ; for it now appears 


| that God is loved for himſelf, and Chriſt is 


preferred above the Fleſh, and Grace abore ; 


* 


-Boridus Albi, * raab. 
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3 1. 125 ; 
a, Make the: Word of God the Rl of 


al you do. 5 
1 Wer yew ds, be for be, da Min 
_ the Strength of Chriſt. Mit hont me, Hau 
Chriſt) xe can do nothing, John xv. F. 3. e. 
nothing well, nothing that is acceptable to 
God. If you do not bear Fruit as a Branch 


4 


in Chriſt, your Fruit will be but bad, and un- 


favory in God's Account; and you cannot 
bear Fruit, as a delt in Chriſt, unleſs all 
your Sap and fructifying Power be drawn 
from him by an active Faith. Paul could do 
all Things through Chrift that flrengthen'd | 
bim, Phil. vi. 13. He could bear the Devil's 
| Buffetings by ſufficient Grace from Chriſt, | 


20or. xii. g. Has of himſelf, he could not ſo 
= much as think a good Thought, 2 Cor. iii. 5. 


Nature is but a dry Root of Goodneſs; 
no gracious Actions ſpring from thence. 
Grace depends upon continual Supplies that 
flow from Chriſt, as Sap from the Root, or 
Beams from the Sun. If Chriſt withdraws, 
your Grace preſently languiſhes, grows faint | 
and unactive. Know therefore, and mind 
it before you go to work, from whence your | | 
Strength muſt come, and fetch it in by Faith. 
Without this Practice you ſhall fall in ſmall 
= Temptations, and with it ſtand in great ones. 
Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of | 
Fog g ah aud W mall be too hard for 


2 1 
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| you. Mountains ſhall be Plains, and Vallies 
filled up. All things ſhall be poſſible to him 
that believes, and relies upon that Power to 
which nothing is impoſſible. 

III. As you are to act in the Power of 
| Chriſt, ſo you are to preſent your Duties to 


| God in the Name of Chriſt, Col. iii. 17. 


| Your moſt coſtly Sacrifices are but unſavory 
in the Noftrils of a holy God, if they be not 
_ perfumed by the fragrant Incenſe of his In- 
terceſſion: Your faireſt Righteouſneſs but as 
| filthy Rags, if his Righteouſneſs doth not 
cover it: Your Duties muſt be dyed in the 
Blood of Chriſt, they muſt be enriched with 
| his precious Merits, or they will be too mean 
for God to look upon, unleſs with Indigna- 


| tion. In the Lord have [ FRaghteouſneſs and : 


Strength, Iſa. xlv. 24. 
IV. Whatever you do, do all to the Glory 
| of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. The beſt Action is 

Ill done, if not for a good End; and no End 


| 18 religiouſly good without this. That Duty 


| that does not begin and end with God, is no 
Part of Godlineſs. Look therefore to your 
End, and never ſatisfy yourſelf that you have 
done much, unleſs you have done it well, 
It is the Deſign of the Goſpel to take Man 

| wholly off himſelf, and caſt him wholly 
upon God and Chriſt. All Idols muſt be 
caſt down, that God alone may be exalted. 
Self-emptineſs and God's Fulneſs, Self-defi- 
} __ and Cbriſt's Sufficieney, Self-unright- 
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oulneſs and Chriſt's Righteouſacſs, are the 70 1 


great Convictions of the Goſpel; and to 

make Self nothing, and God all in Point of 
Wiſdom, Strength, Righteouſneſs and Glory, 5 
is the great Command and Duty of it. EN 
And by theſe Things examine all you do: 

By whoſe Rule have I ated ? By whoſe 
Strength havel acted? In whoſe Name have I 


ated ? And for whoſe Glory have I ated? _ 


What Faith, what-Humility, what Self-de- 
nial, what Love of God and Chriſt, hath = 
there been 1 in all my Actions ! 1 * 


Theſe are general Rules of Action. 


. Endeavour to make every Day the ö 


Lord's, to ſpend 1 it well, and to get nearer | 
Heaven by 1 it. 


Aud to this End accept kindly / this : 
Aduice. * 


+ . ſoon as ever you awake in the Morn- 4 
ing, lift up your Heart to God, and open it 
to him. As much as poſſibly you can, avoid 
all Thoughts about the World until your } 
Morning Devotions are over. For you will 


find by Experience that, if the World gives 
your Soul the firſt Salute, and be embraced } 


with Kindneſs in your Morning Aﬀections, } 
it will greatly deaden your Heart in the — 
£ Morning Duties. 1 
2. As ſoon as you are up A your 
Delires to God, in the Name of Chriſt, for 
3 __ what- F 
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whatever your Soul feels the want of, and 
give God his due Praiſes for his Mercies to- 
wards you the Night paſt. Thus David, 
Pfal. v. 3. My Voice ſhalt thou hear in the 
Morning, O Lord ; in the Morning will I di- 
rect my Prayer unto thee. And for Thankſ- 
giving, Pſal. xcii. I, 2. It is a good Thing to 
give Thanks unto thee, O Lord 7s ow 
| Forth thy loving Kindneſs in the W 
3 . Let no Day go without reading ſome 
E Portion af the Scriptures: And it is no great 
Matter, whether you read 1t before you pray 
in the Morning, or juſt after; your own 
| Inclination and Experience will direct you; 
but be ſure it be done. You will find it very 
profitable to begin the Day with ſuch a 
| Converſe with God. Prov. vi. 22, 23. 
' When thou wakeſt it ſhall talk 2vith thee. See 
John v. 39. the Command of Chriſt; and 
| Joſhnai. 8. the Command of God, with x 
Promiſe. 5 
E--- The Scripture diſcovers Sin, ht the De- 
5 vs Devices and Malice; 1t diſcovers Duty, 
and the Love of God and Chriſt; and it diſ- 
covers your Strength and Encourapements: - 
There are the Promiſes of aſſiſting and 
crowning Grace. By theſe, the Spirit acts, 
the Devil is conquered, and the Soul is com- 
forted. Through theſe, the Eye of Faith 
ean ſee the Love of Chriſt, the Grace of 
| God, and the Glory of Heaven, In theſe 
are che Food, the ae and the Arms te 
£ : 
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the Chriſtian's Soul. Theſe are the Word 
of Reconciliation, Grace and Truth, and 
the Power of God to Salvation: Therefore, 
every Day look into theſe, praying for the + 
Spirit's Teachings, and tnbang Faith with 4 
what you read. 2 
4. Let all your ordinary or worldly Bu- | 
ſineſs of the Day be done with Integrity of | 
Heart, and a Reſpeat to God, whole Servant 
you ought to be in all Things. P/al. Ixxviii. 
72. Do all Things as to the Lord, as in his 
Eye, and according | to his Will; and your 
whole Day's Work will be as it were a reli- | 
gious Worſhip: This ReſpeRt will make all 1 
holy. | 
5. Havea Care every Day that nothing 1 
put you into a Paſſion: Do nothing with an 
over Eagerneſs of Mind; and be ever upon 
your Guard againſt ſudden Accidents. And 
this can never be obtained but by committing 
yourſelf, and your Affairs, into God's Hand 
and Care every Day; believing that he go= | 
verns all Things wiſely, and will ever do 
that which is beſt for you. 2» 
The Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs af -M 
divine Providence, muſt every Day be be- 
| hieved by him that would live every. Dy. in 
Peace and Tranquillity of Soul. 3 
6. Every Evening to your Prayers again, _ 
and to your Praiſes for that Day's Mercies. 
. The Jews w cre appointed their Evening Sa- 
8 F's  _* -crmces, 


Me are ever in want, and God is ever giving; 
Prayers therefore, and Praiſes are ever ſuit. 


and Review of God's Carriage towards you, 
3 and of yours towards him ; of Mercies and 


| lated to you by others, or ſeen or heard of by 
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5 crifices, as well as Morning, Exod. xxx. 7, f. 
Twice a Day is as little as can be allowed to 
thoſe who are commanded to pray continu- 
ally, Phil. iv. 6. I Heſ. v. 17. And every 
Prayer ſhould have its Praiſes in it, P/al. 
xKcil. 1, 2. It is good to give Thanks unto the 
Lord—to ſhew forth his Faithfulneſs every 
| Night, A Child will aſk his earthly Father's 
| Bleſſing at Morning and Night; and it is 
better Manners, and to better Purpoſe, to 
aſk our heavenly Father's Bleſſing as often. | 


able and becoming. 
Let no Day go without- Or | 


Afflictions; and of your Duties, and the 
| Frame of Heart in them; of your Sins or 
Inclinations to Sin; and 6G likewiſe of any 

ſpecial or le Providence of God re- 


| yourſelf. And let God have the Glory of 

what is good. In Afflictions be humble, be 
{ aſhamed and grieved for Sins; and confider 
what God's ſpecial Providences ſpeak to 


you. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Containing ſome Occaſional Refledtions, 
Directions, Means 0nd wa Ll 2 
e Kc. 1 


Proper Refleftions firs poor - Saints. 


\UTWARD good Things are no 
Sign of God's ſpecial Love, The Sun 
of Prosper ity ſhines upon the Brambles of the | 


Wilderneſs, as well as upon the Flowers of 


the Garden; and the Snow of Affliction falls 23 
upon the Garden as well a upon the Wil- 3 
derneſs. 4 

What though ihe Jos of Creature = 
Comforts run low with thee, ſo thou haſt 
the more from the Spring-head ? There is 
more Comfort in one Drop that diſtils im- 7 
| mediately from God, than from ten Thou- 
| ſand Rivers that flow from Creature De- | 
lights. ; WO 
God doth 8 on purpoſe ſhew 1 us 4 
the Creatures Emptineſs, that we may goto 


his Fulneſs. He makes us ſee the Creatures 


to be broken Ciſterns, that we may know him 
to be the Fountain: And that we may feed 
more largely upon ſpiritual Dainties, he does J 
Fr deny us carnal ones. 


3 "3 Tg What N 
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What though God deny thee the earthly 
Jewel, if he gives thee the heavenly Crown ? 
If thou baſt no Portion here, thou ſhalt 


have a Kingdom hereafter; and God is thy 


Portion here, and ſo long thou ſhalt not 


1 want any good Thing. Creature Comforts 


at the beſt, and to the cben, are only delight- 
| ful, not latiafying 3 pleaſant, not eie 


What if all thy Friends forſake thee, ſo 


[ f ons as God (who is better than all) ſtand 


by ve ke Whatever Enjoyment Friends | 
afford, that God does much more. Do they 
love thee? He died for thee. Do they pity 
thee inthine Afflictions? In all thy ellen 
he is afflicted, Iſa. Ixiii. 9. What wouldeſt 
thou have a Friend for? For Converſe? O 
taſte and ſee how good and pleaſant a Thing 
it is to have Communion with God! Hear | 


Þ (if thou canſt, and not be raviſh'd) the ſweet 


Voice, I am thine, and thou art mine. O! 


| feel the Pantings of his Heart, and hear the 


| Soundings of his Bowels ! 


Wouldft thou 


have a Friend to pour out thy Breaſt into? 


Y O!] who is ſo fit for that as God? He will 


| bear part of thy Burden if thou art laden, 


or he will add new Strength to ſuſtain it.— 
His Love, his Converſe, his Society, 18 Life 
| itſelf; and ſuch a Life as is made up of 
nothing but  Swectneſs and e ES 


iz 
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= The Myſtery of « Chriffim. £ 
1. He lives in another, Gal. ii. 20. He 
is Wiſe in another, 1 Cor. i. 30. He is 


Righteous in another, Rom. x. 4. He is 
Strong 1 in another, Ja. xlv. 24. 


2. He is very low in Humility, but very I | 


high in Hope. He knows he is undeſerving 
of the leaſt Mercy, yet EXPSAs the greateſt, | 
Gen. XXXU. 10, 12. 
3. He is in the World, but not of the 
World, John xv. 9. In the World as a 
Pilgrim, but not as a Citizen. His Habit 1 
tion is below, but his Converſation above. 
4. He is Meek, but Vehement ; Meek in 
his own Cauſe, yet Vehement in the Cauſe 
of God. (As Moſes, who was dead to Af- 
fronts, deaf to Reproaches, and blind to 
Injuries.) He will comply with any 1 f 
that is civil, but with nothing that is ſinful. 
Fe will ſtoop to the Neceſſities of the Mean- 


eſt, but will not yield to the finful Humours | 


of the Greateſt. | 
5. He works aut his Salvatioh with Fear 
and Trembling, yet believes in Chriſt without 
Fear and Trembling, Phil. ii. 12, 13. He 


does much for God, yet counts himſelf an 
| unprofitable Servant. He works as if he was 


to live here always, yet worſhips as if be was 
do die To-morrow. 


a _ 
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6. When he is weak then is he flrong,2 Cor. 


Kii. 10. When he 1s moſt ſenſible of his 
| own Weakneſs, and moſt dependent on 


| Chriſt's Strength, then he ſtands the ſafeſt. 
J. When he is moſt vile in his own Eyes 


a 'he is moſt glorious in the Eyes of God. 


When Job abhorred himſelf then God rais'd 
him, Jeb xlii. 6. When the Centurion 


thought himſelf the moſt unworthy, Chriſt . 


4 ſaid, I have not found fo great Faith, 10 not 
in Iſrael, Math. viii. 8, 10. 


8. He is content with his Condition, yet 


5 longs and prays for a better, 2 Or. v. 4. 
9. His Loſſes are Gains; (as Fob's, Job 
lil. 12. ) His Falls are Riſings; (as Peter's, 


| Joh. XX1, 17.) His Afﬀiictions are Promotions; 
las Jacob's, All thoſe Things are agamſt me, 
| faith be, Gen. xlii. 36. yet all thoſe Things 


were for him. His Diſappointments are Pre- 


4 ferments; (as Mo/es's ; though he did not go 


to Canaan, as he deſir'd; yet he went to Hea- 
ven, which was better, Deut. xxx1v. 4, 5.) 
10. He cannot fin, 1 John ili. 9. yet he 
cannot but ſin, 1 Jehn i. 8, He cannot fin 
habitually, and with full Conſent of Will; yet 
he cannot but ſin actually through Weakneſs. 
11. He faith, O wretched Man that I am, 


Who ſhall deliver me? Rom. vii. 24. Vet 
he ſaith, O bleſſed Man that I am, W ho ſhall 


| condemn me? Rom, viii. 34. 


12. He grieves, yet rejoices de] the 
| Strokes of his heavenly Father's Hands He 


N : 
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grieves that his Fither's Hand ſtrikes him, 
yet rejoices that it is the Hand of a Father, 
50 xii. 6, 7. 18 
Ws knows there is no abſolute per- : 
roaton! in this Lite, yet 18 continually reach= 
ing after it, Phil. iii. 12, 13, 14. I, 


14. The leſs his Burden grows the more | 


he feels it. The leſs Sin he hath the more 
ſenſible he is of Sin; not that Sin grows, 
but Light, Holineſs, and Tenderneſs 1 is in- 
creaſed, 1 Tim. i. 15. = 
15. He is content to live, yet wills to 


die. Je deſires to ſerve Chriſt here, yet de- 


ſires more to depart, and to be with him in | 
Heaven, Phu, 1 L 23. Ws 


Some Doubts and Fe ears 355 a tender cafe = 
2, an ꝛ0 ed. | as % "Pp 


1. 1 oa Chriſt is not willing to fave me. 
Anſw, What is this but limiting, or ſetting 
Bounds to infinite Mercy ?-—-What greater 


Signs of his Willingneſs would you have 
35 thoſe he hath already given you? He 


hath died, and purchaſed Salvation for you, 


Heb. ii. 9. 1 John ii. 2. He calls andi intreats 
vou to come and accept of it, Matt. xi. 28. 
He faith he will not caſt you out, John vi. 
37. He complains that you will not come, 
John v. 40. And wilt thou yet ſay, He 
is not willing ?- 
Never Was otherwiſe. —Be 97 oo Comfort, | 
be calleth thee, Ia. Iv. 1. Ho! every one that 


thi | 
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If thou art willing, he © 9 
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* thirſteth, come ye to the Waters, and he that 


hath no Money; come ye, buy and eat ; yea, ſi 


, come, buy Mine and Milk without Money and 
S without Price — Bring only yourſelf, f 


will, let him take of the Water of Life freely, 


cConfounded at the Sight of them. Alas! 
* How can I think of a Pardon? — 


F q need thou haſt of a Saviour. Greater Sin- 


mers have been pardoned, Manaſſe h and 
Saul.— 


F | for that Word , 


1 come to Chriſt. 


n out of need, as all do; as the Prodigal i * 
did. hs Ro 
2. But Tam fo unworthy— 
Anſw. H you would have atk but 

what you are worthy of, you muſt have no- 
thing but Hell. What was Abraham, or 
Saul, or any, worthy of, before the Lord 
called them ? Say not, / am unworthy. Ar 
thou willing? Rew. xxii. 17. Mhoſocver 


3. But my Sins are very great, and I am 


Anſw. Are thy Sins great? the more] 


But doſt thou think thou art more 
guilty than Chriſt is gracious? read 7/a. i. 
18. Come and let us reaſon together, ſaith 

the Lord, though your Sins be as Scarlet 
E, TIÞey ſhall be as white as Snow, though the) 

be red like Crimſon they ſhall be as Woll. 
| 1 John i. 7. The Blood of Jeſus Chrift his 
Son cleanſeth Us from al, Sin. Blefs God 


4. But I have a proud, hard, dead Heart, 
Anſw. Put that among your AH and 
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35. My Sins are many as well as great. Þ 


ſin Jaily I fo ſin that I muſt fuffer. 
} Anſw. Yea, if there were none to appear 
| 


for thee. Luke vii. 47. Her Sms which were 
many are forgiven ber. 1 John i. 7. Chriſt 
is a daily Advocate. 1 J7%n ii. 1, 2. 
any Man fin we have an Advocate with the + 
F Fn Teſus Chriſt the Righteous, and he i it. 
the Propitiation for our Sins. This Scry 
ture ſhould be as daily Bread for Believers 
to live upon. 


6. I have ſinned againſt Light and Con- 
en. : 2 
Anw. 50 did David and Peter, who yet 4 
were pardoned, | 
7. But I am a 3 and Backſlider. | 
 Anfw. Jer. iii. 1.-—Thou haſt played the Nl 
Harlot with many Lovers, yet return again 
unto me, ſaith the Lord. Hol. xiv. 4. Till 
heal their Backſlidings, Iwill love them freely. 'Y 
lam afraid of departing from God again. 
Anſw. Jer. xxxli. 40. I will make an 
everlaſting Covenant with them, that Iwill 
not turn away from them to do them good, 
but I will put my Fear into their as = 
that they ſhall not depart from me. 
9. I have no Strength. 15:4," 
Anſaus. Ia. xlv. 24. Surely ſhall one 155 In #} 
the Lord have I Righteoufueſt and See 
10. Tam afraid to die. 
Anfew. Pſal. xxiii. 4. Yea, though e 
eng the V, 8 f fe ea of Death I 


will . 


= Chriſt, which is far better. 


j and Chriſt for ever. 


4 Guilt. 


| imputed Righteoulnels makes our Prayers 


| 3 imputed Righteouſneſs our Perfection. 


| 0 imputed Righteouſneſs anſwers the Law. 


5 76 Occaſi onal Reflection, Gees: 
ill fear no Evil, for thou art with me. 
Phil. i. 23. J am in a Strait between two, 
having a Defire to depart and to be with 


-When you 
die God ſhall be with you; hd Chriſt ſhall 


F be with you; and you ſhall be with God 


The Diferenc between Ae ent and Input 
 Righteoujneſs.. 
Y 1. Inherent Righteouſneſs ſanQtifies, 3 im- 
1 puted Righteouſneſs juſtifies. = 
| 2. Inherent Rightcouſneſs makes us thing 


| ; 0 Men, imputed eee makes 
| us ſhine before God. 


23. Inherent Righteauſnchs pleaſes God, 
| imputed Righteouſneſs appeaſes him. 

4. Inherent Righteouſneſs diſcharges from 
F Hypocriſy, imputed Righteoufneſs from 


5. Inherent Righteouſneſs makes us pray, 


revail. 
6. Inherent Righteouſneſs is our Sincerit), 


7. Inherent Righteouſneſs reſpects the Law, 
8. Inherent Righteouſneſs is the Evidence 


of our Salvation, Waputen Righteouſneſs the 
Foundation of it. 


1 9 Inherent Righteouſneſs i is our Joy, i im- | 
WM puted ELLE our Glory, Ja. xlv. 25. 
1 10. In- 
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10. Anderen Righteouſneſs is to be loved, 
imputed Righteouſneſs to be truſted. 


11. Inherent Righteouſneſs 1s imperfect, 
imputed Righteouſneſs perfect. 


12. Inherent Righteouſneſs is our Q udli- 


fication for Heaven, imputed Righteou neſs 1 
our Title to it. 


Diredlions for thoſe that are - whiter Convice _ 
TE tions of Conſcience. 


1. Don't preſume, you are not yet come 3 
to the heavenly Canaan. | 


5 Don't deſpair, you are in the Way to it. a 
Beware of ill Company. 


4. Fear falling , Heb. 1 Iv. Te Preſerve | 


a tender Frame. 4 

5. Keep up des Be much in Ejacu- bo 
lations. _ 2 
6. Don't reſt in 88 nor Duties, 1 
nor any Thing ſhort of Chriſt. 4 
7. Be much in Humiliation and Confeſſion. 
5 Remember to keep holy the Lord's 
Davy. 

. Study your Soul's Caſe, and labour to 
get your Hearts affected with it, and morti- 4 
hed to the World. 4 A 


46 Remember the great Day of Ac- 
counts, Eccl. xii. 14. 


11. Prepare for, and thick not frange of 1 
Trials, Heb. x. 32. 4 


12. Let not Religion be your Diverſu on, f 
but your 1 neſs. 


1 3 


3 Di 


and Fear of Sin. 


1 Limitation of the Day of Grace. 


| mination, Pal. iv. 4. Stand in awe and fan 


OB and bo till. Lam. iii. 40. Let us ſearch 


and take every Day a turn on Mount Calvary. 


| ofa Pardon through Chriſt. 


78 . Occaſional Reflections, &. 
Directions to beth from Sim, 


I. han not into Temptation. 
2. Maintain a conſtant Watch againſt 


3. Beware of Pride and Prefiimption. 

4. Avoid and abhor Slothfulneſs 

5. Remember you ſtand by Faith. Your 
Strength is in Chriſt, look to him for it. 


Means to gain Repentance. 


1 Sit with Care, Conſtancy, and Con- 
= ines under the Word of Truth and "OY | 
N. of Grace. 
"2. Study the Nature of God. 
3. Sit looſe to the World. 

4. Conſider the Shortneſs of Life, and the 


5. Be much in the Buſineſs of Self-Exa- 
not, commune with your own Heart upon your 


and try our Hearts, and turn n unto the 
Lord. 
8. Seriouſly expett zpproachink Judgment, 
7. Think much of Death and Eternity. 
8, Waſh thy Heart in the Blood of Jeſus, 


[ 9. Seriouſly apprehend the Poſſibility, nay, 
the Probability; nay, the abſolute Certainty 


10. Sue for Repentance at the Hand of 
| God: Say with Ephraim, Turn thou me a 


5 


are not conſumed. 


Oc »' 1 
Gs, be turned, or thou art the Lord my 


„ Jer. xxxi. IT 
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Mean: to For at Peace; 
1. Mind your own Buſineſs, 1 Thefſ. iv. ir. 


2. Keep your Tongue from Evil, 1 Pet. 3J 


111. I'O. 
3. Don't contend for every Trifle, whe- 
ther it be a Matter of Right or Opinion. 


render Railing for Railing, 1 18 to return Sin 


for Sin. 


5. Make 8 Enemy 12 and feel your 
1 to him, Rom. xli. 20. 


6. Beg of God for univerſal Charity. 
7. Be humble. 


God. 


Mrane to be content. 
1. Conſider you have what God allots: you; 


is the Will of God that thou ſhouldſt be thus 
and thus. Labour then to have that dearer _ 
to thee than any Thing in the World, 
2. Conſider, that if you had fewer Com. 
forts, and more Croſſes, you ought to be 


deſery'd ? Tis of the Lord's NMerey that you : 
. Wk What- 3 


4. If others neglect their Duty to you, be 
ſure that you perform yours to them. To _ 


8. 80 Faith wait for the Provide ence of 2 


what his Providence allows you. Your Crofſes | 
and Comforts are mixed by his Hands, It 


thankful ; for do you know what you have | 


Let us then fix upon a God that never changes 


1 everlaſting. Let us depend upon a God that 


pyet, if he hath made with us an everlaſting 


4 i * * > N „ 
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Whatever comes, take it as from the t 
8 Hand of God. Aſſure yourſelf, that with. 
out his Permiſſion and Direction it could 
not come. 

4. Prepare to receive the Will 4 God, 
and look for Changes and Alterations 1 in the 
World. 
J., Faith is another Means to quiet, ſatisfy, 
and content the Mind. That aſſures us, that 
that which is conſiſtent with the Love off 
God may well be borne. Outward Lofle 
and Afflictions are conſiſtent with the Love 
of God. Whom the Lord loueth he chaſteneth, 

Heb. xii. 6. We are all ſubject to Altera- 
tions; our Life, Health, Eftate, Friends; Fa- 
milies, and all we have, are liable to Changes 


that never fails, who is from cverlaſting to 


depends upon none. And, what though our 
Houle be not ſo with God as it hath been; 


Covenant, we have great reaſon to be con- 
tent with all his outward Dealings with us. 
2 Sam. XXL 5. „ 


begs to FE Mercies, 


9 15 Be thankful for them. 

58 2. Receive them as Mercies, not as Dues. 
3. 3 to part with them. 

4. Expect the Continuance of Mercics 


from God; he is the Strength of our Life, 
Fi EY * 
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the Staff of our Bread, the Breath of our No- 
ſtrils, and the Length of our Days. 


Signs of Sincerity. 
1. Prayer is a Sign of Sincerity ; if it be 
ſecret, Matth. vi. 6. . Acts x. 2. 
Fervent, Rom. viii. 26. 
3. A Willingneſs to be ſearched by God, 5 
Plat. CXXXIX. 23. By the Righteous, P/al. 
cxl1. 5. By Miniſters, Acts x. 33. By Con- 
ſcience, P/al. Ixxvii. G. By the Scriptures, 


John iii. 19, 20, 21. Sincere Souls love ſin- 


cere Dealings. [ 
3. ASenſe of Sin; particularly of of ſpiritual 1 
Sins, Mark ix. 24. 


2M. vii. 21. And of 


original Sin, Rom. vii. 24. eſpecially when t- 


drives to Chriſt, ver. 25. 


4. When a Man is moſt ſenſible of, py 7 


watchful againſt his own Sin, his conſtitu- 
tional Sin, the Beam in his own Fye. 


5. Univerſal Tenderneſs. When a Man 


will not plead for any Sin, Pſal. cxix. 128. 
| nor quarrel with any of the Commandments, 9 


| P/al. oxix. 6. Atts ix. 6. | 
6. Tis a Sign of Sincerity when a Man 
chuſes Affliction rather than Sin, Dan, 1 pre 
17, 18. | . 
7. When a Man relies upon Chriſt for A 
Strength againſt Sin. 5 
3. When a Man loves God above all, and 
loves others principally for what is God-like 
in them. 


o 


G 9: When 


9. When a Man aclights in the Werd 0 
"Od:  - 


10. When he makes Conſcience to watch 
his Heart in Duty. 
11. When a Man's Thoughts run frech 


on heavenly Things. 


T2; When the Glory of God is  preferre 
above all. 


13. When a Man' J Profeſſion i 18 Joine 


_ with Meekneſs. 


14. A weil governed Tongue (for an ou. 
ward Sign) when a Man dares neither boaf 
of himſelf, nor cenſure others, James iii. 2 
Matth. xii. 365. 

15. eee in the Ways of God, Job 
XXVii. 6, 10. Such a Man can never r bez 
Hypocrite. : 


_ Short Queſtions ba to know hehe 2 
Heart be truly changed. 


1. Hath thine Heart been turned into Sor 
row for Sin? 

2. Hath thy Sorrow carved i into 8 
3. Hath thy Prayer turned into Faith? 
4. Hath thy Faith ſued 1 in univerſal Ten- 
5 derneſs and I * 


Signs of Faith. 


To thoſe that believe, 


: 1. Chriſt is precious. 
2. The Word is ſweet. 
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Sin is bitter. 

Prayer is delightful. | 

Saints are dear. 

Religion is their Buſi neſs. 
The World is a broken Idol. 


Death is welcome.—Or thus; 3 


55 They that believe, 

Have Chriſt in their Hearts; - Heaven in 
their Eye; and the World under their Feet. 
God's Spirit is their Guide; God's Fear is 
their Guard; God's People are their Compa» 
nions; God's Promiſes are their Cordialsz | 
Holineſs i is their Way, and Heaven! 1s their | 
Home. MY 


83 


S 


Sign: of Love. to Chri ft. 


They that love Chriſt, 

Ti Love to think of him. 
2. They love to hear of him. 
8 3: They love to read of him. 


; of 
14. They love to ſpeak | {fr hun. 
- to 
& They love the Preſence of Chriſt. 
6. They love the Yoke of Chriſt. 


7. They love the Miniſters of Chriſt. CIO 3 0 


8. They Love the Name of Chriſt. 
9. They hate Sin. — N 
10. They are pleas'd when Chriſt is ad; A 
11. They aregriev'd when Chriſtis griev'd, 
12. They long to be with Chrift, 
Chriſt's Will is their Will; Chriſt's Diſho= 1 
Nour is their Affliction Chriſt's Cauſe is 1 


= Chriſt's Day is their Delight; Chriſt's Word 
- their Oracle; Chriſt's Glory is their End, 
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their e; Chriſt's Miniſters are their Stars; 


Chriſt's Saints are their Companions; 


Signs of the Fear of God. 
Man then fears God, 


"4; When he dares not ſin, tho? follicite 
and tempted to it. 

2. When Sin is common and yet he fears 1 
3. When he is afraid of an evil Thought 
4. When he dares not lin, tho he ſhoul: 1 
f ſuffer if he does not. 
5. When his Heart is broken, and trem· 
1 bes at the Word of God. 

I 6. When he flies to Chriſt. | 
7. When he is ſtudious to pleaſe God. 


3 of true Grace. 


1. When ſelf-loving is turned into ſell-· 
loathing; ſelf-excuſing into ſelf-condems—- 
ing; ſelf-admiring into ſelf-abhorring 
ſelf-ſeeking into ſelf-denying. 

2. is a Sign of true Grace when a Man 

| 09 complains of the Want of Grace. 

A graccleſs Perſon cannot truly complain 

that he hath no Grace. There 1 18 Grace! in 
that Complaint. 

3. When the Haves is tender, and feel 
the Power of an Ordinance. 

4. When the Soul hath an Appetize after 
the Words 1 Feb. 1 

| — «hes 


A Prayer for Children. * 85 * 


5. When a Man makes a Conkeience of 1 
ſecret Prayer. | 
6. When we are taken with their Con- : 

verſation, and Manner of Life, who are 
moſt ſpiritual, Zech. viii. 23. — 

7. When we are willing to be acquainted : 
with Chriſt, and reconeiled to God upon ny 
Terms. 4 

8. Whena Man approves of all Duties. 

9. When he defires more Grace: There is 


Grace in the Deſire of Grace, as there is Sin 
in che Deſire of Sin, Neb. 1. 11, Pal. Ixxxiv. 5 4 


= A ſhort Prayer for Children. j 
= O Moſt great and gracious God, thou art 
; from everlaſting to everlaſting. No 
Creature is worthy to come before thee ; 3. 
much leſs am I, poor ſinful Duſt and Aſhes. | q 
O Lord, I am conceived and born in Sin. 3 

| Thou haft nourithed and brought me up, ? 
but I have rebelled againſt thee; I have 
known thy Will, but have not done it, and 
therefore deſerve % be beaten with many 4 
Stripes. I have deſpiſed thy Promiſes, and 
uſed thy Mercies. I have been unthank- 
tul for Mercies received, and unfruitful . 
under Mercies enjoyed. I have ſinned 7 
againſt fo much Light, againſt ſo much Love, 4 
and againſt ſo much Warning, that it is of 
thine infinite Mercy that J am not conſumed, 
cannot anſwer for what I have done; 1 
Fannot bear what have deſerved. ..Y 

8 eo coy 0 enter | 


— 


me" Prayer for Children. , 


O enter not into Judgment with me! do 
not puniſh but pity me! Remember not what 
I have done, but remember what Chriſt hath 
ſuffered, and let his Blood go for mine. 
I pray thee, let my Sins be my Grief, but not 
my Ruin; let them be laid to my Heart, but 
not to my Charge. Thou haſt found a Ran- 
ſom, deliver me from the Pit. Since Chriſt 

was crucified, let me be releaſed; as he was 
afflicted and ſmitten, let me be healed by his 
KS Stripes, and cured by his Wounds, ES 

What Comfort can I take in any Thing 
here below, if Sin lie at the Door ?— 
| Lord, I beſeech thee, take away my Sin be- 

fore thou takeſt away my Life. Let not me, 
nor any that are related to me, live in Sin, 
and die in Sin, and go to the Grave with , a 


Lye in our Right-Hand,. 


I humbly beſeech thee, O Lord, toſp rinkle 
| my Conſcience with the Blood of "Chriſt, 
| which cleanſeth from all Sin, Give me Faith 
in that Blood, and Peace in the Application 
of it to my Conſcience, that by theſe thy 
Tokens for good I may know that I am not 
appointed for Wrath, but to obtain Salvation 
| by my Lord Jeſus Chriſt-—And for his ſake 
grant me thy holy Spirit, I beſeech thee, to 
enlighten my mind, that I may know thee; 

to renew my Will that I may ſerve thee; 
and to ſanctify my Affections, and all the 
Powers of my Soul and Body, that I may fol- 
low! thee fully all the upd of my Life. - 


0 Lord, 


4A "Poder foo Children. . 


0 Lord, defend me from the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil. Make me good in my 
Perſon, and good in my Place. Let thy Spi- 
rit reſt in me, that I may be always doing or 
getting good Help me well through this 
World. Uſe me whilſt I live, and don't re- 


fuſe me when I come to die. Let my Life 4 


be a holy Walking with thee, that my Death 
may be a comfortable Going to thee. 
For Chriſt's ſake, O Lord, bleſs all thy 
People, this Nation, and the Family! belong 
to. Give all true Peace and Holineſs. Ha- 
ſten the Downfal of Babylon, the Converſion 
of the Jews, and the Fulneſs of the Gentzles. 


Heavenly Father, I bleſs, praiſe, and mag- 
nify thee, for my Creation, Preſervation, and 


all the Bleſſings of this Life, but above all, 


for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that unf peakable 1 
Gift of thine; for the Means and Seasons F I 


Grace, and for all thy Mercies— Hear me, 
O Lord, for Chriſt's ſake, in whole Name : 
and Words I further pray— 3 


Our Father, which art m Man Hal- | | 


lowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy Will be*done on Earth as it is in Ha- 


ven. Give us this Day our daily Bread, 


and forgive us our Debts, as we forgive our 
Debtors. And lead us not into Teniptation, 
but deliver us from Evil. For thine is the © 
| Ringdom, and the Power, and the Coons ] 
for ever and ever. Amen. | 4 Io 


, 1 ; 
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| Comaining Sine 1 1 the late 
Reverend Mr. John Maſon, which 
he ſent to ſeveral of his Friends ; 
tending to Promote the Power of 


| Godlineſs, both in ' Perſons and 


- Families. 
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LETTER L 


W. my dear 8 wer, Mrs. Hannah Wyat, under | 
. 


Dear S: Sitter, EY 


Beſeech his moſt merciful Majeſty to ſend 

his Word and heal you! That we may 
not have Sorrow upon Sorrow !—— O, if it 
were his Will to reſtore you for his Glory, 
and the Good of many !——And who can 
tell, but by this Affliction he is fitting you 
for future Service? And that the Prayers of 


your many affectionate and faithful Friends 


may be a Means of your Recovery? Which 
I hope, through the Thankſgiving of many, 
vill redound to the Praiſe and Glory of God. 


hut, I believe, it is not Recovery you 


wiſh for, fr: farther than as it will be a 
Manie 


Re verend Mr. John Maſon. 89 
Manifeſtation of God's Pleaſure, and an Op- 
portunity of ſerving him; it is not hat you 


fo much deſire, as to depart and to be with FX 
Chriſt, which 1s indeed far better, 


M dear Siſter, What Thanks can we ren- 3 1 


der unto God who hath viſited us with Peace 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, through our 
dear Redeemer? and hath given us that Com- 
munion with him here, which is a Pledge of 
ourjoint Communion with him in everlaſting 
Glory ? Certainly you cannot but remember 
ſome Bethels and Chebars, where the Lord 

hath met you and owned you; ſome Pro- 
miſes which have been made your OWN and i 
ſome Times of refreſhing from the P reſence of | 


| the Lord. Bleſſed be God that you have 4 


Witneſs in yourſelf; an internal Evidence, 
an inward Sight and Tafte that the Lord i 11 
gracious. _ . 5 J 
The Lord hath ot you 1 with that 
Which is the very Sum and Subſtance of the 
Goſpel, viz. That Chriſt came into the Morla 
to ſave Sinners: That a Chriſtian's Thank- 
fulneſs flows from Faith in the Promiſes: 
That Self- denial muſt run through the whole 
Courſe of this Life, as the Warp through the 
Woot: And that Chriſt is a Chriſtian's Life, 
Peace, Hope, and Se 8 8 W he liv es 4 
Ve are eee e ppl 4 


Whilf God 3s mer 2 0 and trat, | 
We are Ra joe 96d ban tao: 1 : 
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| Thata Chriſtian's important and daily Duty 
s to eye and engage his continual Aſſiſtance: 
And that our Recovery from daily Infirmi- 
ties muſt be by a daily Recourſe to this ever- 
 hving, ever-loving, ever-pleading Advocate. 
You know alſo, that Submiſſion to the 
. Will of God, is a yielding to thoſe Methods 
| whereby he is conducting us to eternal Hap- 
Pineſs and Glory; and that every Dram of 
Alffliction is ordered us by the Love of our 
ever-gracious and all-merciful Father, — 
| Bow then to his Sovereignty, and believe his 
| Grace: You are in a happy Hand; in happy 
| Circumſtances; all the Packs of God are 
Mercy and Truth to you.—Infinite and im- 
| mortal Thanks are due to our ever-bleſſed 
| Father, Redeemer, and Comforter. The 
Lord be with your Spirit Grace and Peace 
be with you! Amen. —I remain 


Your affectionate and 
moſt oblig ed Brother i in the Lord, 
71 85 HN Ma so N. 


* — ena : we 2 — _ K 2 — 


1 E. T T E R II. 
FM 0 my dear F. riend Mr 8 Mary Holmes. 


Dear F. riend, 
II lhhat you might live in the Lord? e 
1 Sight! It I knew the preſent 
| State 90 your Heart, I could better tell what , 
7 3 to 


Reverend Mr. John Maſon. gt |} 


to write to you. However, I ſhall ſet down 
ſome Things for your Comfort. | 


Do not ſay that you are left of God, and 4 


there is no Hope for you: I tell you there is 
Mercy enough in God, Merits enough in 
Chriſt, Power enough in the Spirit, Room 


enough 1 in Heaven, and Scope enough 1 in the 2 


Promiſes for you. 


Do not ſay that you are a Reprobate, and 
a Caſt-away ; it is a Sin to think ſo: Every 
one is bound to hope that he is elected; and, 
in Virtue of that Hope, to ſtrive to make his 
Calling and Election ſure. The Lord is good 
to them that wait for him, and to the Soul 
| that ſeeketh him, Lam. iii. 25. There will 


be Doubts and Fears, but we muſt not cheriſh | 
them. We muſt not queſtion God's Ability 


to ſave; for he can do all Things: Nor muſt 


we queſtion his Willingneſs to ſave; for he 
hath ſent his own Son into the World to fave 


us. Say to thyſelf, he hath made me willing : 


| to be ſaved, and is not he willing to ſave me? | 


Alas! my tender Mercies are Cruelties in Re» | 
| ſpect of his infinite Compaſſions ?” We cannot | 
be ſo willing to confeſs Sin, as he is to pardon. 

it. We cannot deſire to be ſaved, ſo much 


as he delights to ſave, None ever truſted ö 3 


him, but they found him a good Gd. 
Therefore, my dear Friend, have honour- i 
able Thoughts of God. Though he ſhould 


hide himſelf from thee for a Moment, yet 1 


Alt By thy Hear t to Wer and wait for himz 


| in 4 
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zn his own Time he will make himſelf known 
unto you; he will be your own God, for 
your own dear Saviour's Sake. 

Perhaps you fit in Darkneſs; but the 
| Lord will be your Light. It is darkeſt a 
ttle before the break of Day: Light i. 
Sun or the Righteous, and Joy for the Up- 
right in Heart; and it will ſpring up. Be— 


Hold, the Huſsandman waits for the precious 


Fruits of the Earth: Be patient then, and 
Wait for God in the Uſe of all this Means, 


3 and the good Hour will come. 


Perhaps you find a Coldneſs and Deadneſs 
of Heart, and complain. that you cannot 


| ſerve God with Life and Affection. This 


is a Complaint of many of God's dear C hil- 
dren. But we muſt do what we ean, we 
mult be reading, hearing, praying, waiting 


upon God in his own Way, and he will 810 


us his quickening Spirit. 
The World will reproach us; be it re- 
: 3 Cbriſt before us. We auld be wil- 


ling to follow a ſuffering Saviour in a ſuffer- 


ing Way. Whatever Men ſay againſt us, 


Ihe) muft anſwer for it, not we, Only let 


our Comver/aticn be ſuch as becometh the 


opel of Chr „. Let us give 19 Occaſion ta 


His Enemies to blaſpheme his Name. And 
de that ſuffered fo much for us, O! let him 
not ſuffer by us. 


We muſt take Our Rules of Liz: n 8 * 
dhe Word, nd not from the World. And 


the 


11 
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the Lord give us Wiſdom to direct us, and 
Zeal to quicken us in his own bleſſed Ways! 
—— And to confirm our Obedience and Pa- 


tience, let us remember, that the Lord is 


coming, and his Reward is with him: He 18 
coming to receive us to himſelf, chat where 
he is we may be a ſo. 

And as for the Things of this Life, the 
ſame Love that provided a Saviour for the, 
will provide all neceſſary temporal Bleſſings 


for thee: Thy heavenly Father, who knows - 
what 1 18 beſt Gr thee, will chuſe thine Inhe®= 


ritance; therefore be not too careful about 3 
theſe Things, but reſt your Care upon him 
who careth for you. Leave yourſelf with 


him, for he is Love, 1 John iv. 8. Commit 
pour whole ſelf, Soul and Toons into the 4 
Hands of his infinite Love. 4 


Now the Lord of his infinite May put | 


f his Spirit into this dead Letter, for the 


| Quickening vour Soul; and 1 beſeech him 1 
to make it effectual for your eternal Good. 


I commend you to God, and the Word of | 
his Grace, and reſt J 


Your faithful F riend, 04 
Jon Mas. - 
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1 E T T E R III. 
Tos my dear Si Ver Mrs. Margaret Holmes. 


Dear 8. Her, 


M AY theſe Lines find you well and 


happy—I joy in the Thoughts, that 

your Soul is ſecured in the Hands of Chriſt, 
_ that in this Life you are as happy as Con- 
tent itſelf can make you. Who hath the 


| largeſt Share of external e ee but he 


who believes this World is Vanity? Indeed, 


dme ſureſt Experience gf the World's Empti- 
nels ariſeth from a Titſte of Chriſt's Fulneſs. 


| Though there be nothing but Diſappoint- 


| ments in the World to them that make it 
their Idol, yet it will be ſlaviſhly Pur ſu d and 


crav'd by them, becauſe they know no better 


| Things; for that infatuated Idolater hath 
not the Senſe to ſay within himſelf, [s there 
| not a Lye in my right Hand? 15 
O bleſſed be God, who hath engaged your 


* Heart for himſelf; in the Strength of Chriſt, 


follow on to know: him. Ho ſhould the 
Way of ſpiritual Thrift be valued and im- 


$ proved by thoſe who are taught of God, 


Where their main and eternal Intereſt hes? 
| Where every ſuperadded Degree of Favour 
| in Religion doth at once increaſe the Stock in 
the Heart, and the Bank that is laid up in 
Heaven. Tis a Proviſion of Spikenard, and 


precious Ointment, againſt our Funeral. 


Let * 
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Let us call thoſe our 8 Hours chat a are 
ipent with God, 


I ſhould now at large commend to you 
that excellent Duty of Self-Examination, 


but that it hath been effectually preſſed upon 


you by a dear Saint now in Heaven. Nor 


have cauſe to doubt, but as her Memory, fo 
her Counſels are inviolably 8 in the Ul 


moſt inward Rooms of your Heart. A- 
cept the hearty Reſpects of me and 'mine—— |} 
moſt ardently L for you all the Bleſſings 
| that were purchaſed by the moſt valuable 
'Blood of the Son of God. I remain in him, 


| Dear Si fer, : 
Tour moſt afloat Brother, 


"Jot HN Ma ov. 


* Y * Ro : a * 


15 E T 'T E R W. 

* Th the - ſame. : 

5 1 5 Es _ 

- I Preſerve carefully my ancient Reſpecla 4 
Though I have been long ſilent I am your 

Orator — the higheſt Throne, and do 

earneſtly deſire, that you may grow in the 


Faith of Jeſus, and in lively Communion with J 
him, which is the moſt comfortable Thing 


in the World. —Alas! we are leſs than no- 


thing, worſe than nothing. Chriſt is „ 
May he be ſo to us!— 1 us glorify him 


# more 
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more by relying upon his Satisfaction and 


Merits, for all that we can do or fuffer can- 


not atone for the leaft of our Sins ——”'Tis 
the Self-emptied Heart, and Beggar's Hand. 
that muſt receive this infinite Gift of God 
The Woman of Canaan is our Pattern 
« True, Lord, I am no better than a Dog, 
hut there are Crumbs for Dogs, TI am as 
had as Sin can make me, and deſerve to be 
, miſerable as Hell can make me; but, 
„Lord, I am not fo bad as thou art good ; [ 
am not ſo miſerable as thou art merciful.” 

O, my dear Siſter, I deſire that you may 


| no hve by Faith, and breathe by Prayer; 
| that you may finally dwell above, where 


Chrift fitteth at the right Hand of God. — The 

Lord fpiritualize our Souls, and quicken, us 
According to his i Kindneſs.— We 
: long to ſee hh - Farewell in Chriſt. 


Your afectimate Brother, i 
JouN MasoN. 


— — 


LETTER V. 
Ts the / IHE. 
Afy dear W iter, 


7 OU are dcarly remembered by us; 


though we ſel om converſe perſonally, 
Or hs Letters, our hearty Pr rayers arc for you 


21 os Throne of Grace, 3 hope we ſhall 


meet together netore the Throne of Glory. 


] 


ihe 


— ̃— . ̃ ˙ ccc On EY © 


; 


— 


Py a . * * 10 , | * ** 8 ö _ 4 , 1 * s | * * 5 * a 8 * , Ty * MY "Y 
Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 


I hope I need not ſuggeſt Argument 
Comfor t to you, who know what it is to en- — 
joy the Preſence of God on Earth, and are 
therefore prepared to enjoy the Preſence of 
Chriſt in Heaven. J 
our Father ; though our earthly Parents be 
ignorant of us. I commend you to him 
through Chriſt. —Let us hope in the Lord, . 


who is Almighty and moſt Merciful.— Ihe 


Lord abound in his Mercy to you! May he 
be a Sun to direct you, a Shield to protect 


you, a Portion to ſuſtain you, and a God 


to ſave you ! 


O, that we may hear the Rod! which faith 1 
— Sin no more; get an Intereſt in Chril; 


prize Time, and prepare to meet your God; 
| That we may inwardly hear the Voice of the j 
| Rod, whilſt we pay feel the Smart of 
it! l beſeech the Lord to o proſper you every | 
Way; to watch over you; and to rejoice 
over you, to do you good; to ſweeten your 
Life with his Love, and to fit you for his 
whole Pleaſure.—No more, but all hearty A 
Reſpects to you, and that Jam : 5 


Yours i in our r dearef Redeemer, 8 


Jens Wasen. | 


Doubtleſfs the Land is 


. 5 : ” . 5 
„ * 
* 
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more by relying upon his Satisfaction and 


Merits, for all that we can do or fuffer can- 


not atone for the leaſt of our Sins ——'Tis 
the Self-emptied Heart, and Beggar's Hand, 
that muſt receive this infinite Gift of God 
The Woman of Canaan is our Pattern 
4 True, Lord, I am no better than a Dog, 
hut there are Crumbs for Dogs, I am as 
had as Sin can make me, and deſerve to be 
% as miſerable as Hell can make me; but, 
Lord, I amnot fo bad as thou art good; I 
am not ſo miſerable as thou art merciful.” 
O, my dear Siſter, I deſire that you may 
now live by Faith, and breathe by Prayer; 
that you may finally dwell above, where 
Chrift ſitteth at ther Ig ht Hand of God. — The 
Lord fpiritualize our Souls, and quicken, us 
according to his Loving Kindneſs. We 
long to lee you. Farewell in Chriſt. 


T4 our + felled Brother 4 
Jo IN Ma SON. 


1 ＋r T E R . 
1 o the {e me. 

My dear & ger, 1 8 
OU are dearly remembered by us; 
though we Cl om converſe perſonally, 

or by Letters, our h. arty Prayers are for you 

TT 5 . Throne of Grace. ] hope we ſhall 

yacet together betore the Throne of Glory. 


3 


— 
1 
J 
Y 
ö 
. 


Reverend Mr. ke Ila, p 1 


I hope I need not ſuggeſt Arguments of 
Comfort to you, who know what it is to en-„— 
joy the Preſence of God on Earth, and are 


therefore prepared to enjoy the Preſence of YN 
Chriſt in Heaven. Doubtleſs the Lord is 
our Father; though our earthly Parents be 


ignorant of us. I commend you to him 


through Chriſt. —Let us hope in the Lord. 
who 18 » Almighty and moſt Merciful.— Ihe 
Lord abound in his Mercy to you ! May he 
be a Sun to direct you, a Shield to protect 


you, a Portion to ſuſtain vou, and : a God 


to ſave you! ; 
O, that we may hear the Rod! which faith I 
in no more; get an Intereſt in Chriſt; 
prize Time, and prepare to meet your God; © 
That we may inwardly hear the Voice of the 
Rod, whilſt we 3 feel the Smart of 


it !—] beſeech the Lord to proſper you every 


Way; to watch over you; and to rejoice 
over you, to do you good; to ſweeten your | 
Life with his Love, and to fit you for his 
| whole Pleaſure.—-No more, but all hearty 9 
Kelpedts to 18 and that I am 4 


Yours i in our a Redeemer, : 


Joux Masox. 4 
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ILE TT ER VI. 
I Mrs. Elizabeth Glover. 
My dear T Hem in : Chriſt, 


5 H OW hard a Thing 1s it to exerciſe Faith 
when we have moſt need of it? And 


| how ſad a Thing is it, that when we have 


moſt need of the Lord's Prefence and Help, 


we ſhould then eſpecially grieve him with 


our Doubts and Diſtruſts? However we have 
this to comfort us, that where the Lord ſeeth 


Faith in Sincerity he will pardon, its Infirmi- 


ty. But O! when ſhall we believe againſt 


F Senſe, and hope againſt Hope? . When ſhall 


we give all Glory to Cod by grounding upon 
huis Word, when we want Preſent Experience 
E and feeling; ?. ſaying, 


Type Glory 97 my Glory flill halle be 
To give all Glory and myſel, {f to thee. 


When ſhall we attain to that excellent 
Frame of believing which the Church was 
in, Mic. vii. 8, 9. Rejoice not againſt me, C 
mine Enemy; when Ifall I ſhall ariſe ; when 

fit in Darkneſs the Lord ſhall be a Light unte 
"me, I will bear the Indignation of the Lord, 
becauſe I have ſinned againſt him, until he 
plead my Cauſe, and execute Judgment for me. 
He will bring me forth to the 1 i and 1 
ſpall behold has Rightcor uss! 


But 


eber 1%. P Bau. yl 
But thougli we have not attained ſo far, let 
us bleſs God for any Meaſure of Faith, one 
Grain whereof excelleth all the Riches in the 
World. And let us take heed of falling in- 


7 * * , * . 
? c 
p ", W . Back * % 2 * 
; 


to Sin. To he under the H dings of God's |} 
Face is a great Affliction; but to lie under a 


Senſe of his Diſpleaſure is a greater. There is 
no Evil fo great as Sin. Let us flee from Er- 
ror and Temptation; avoid ill Company, 
which will either taint us, or grieve us; be 
_ jealous over our own Spirits; hate Preſump- 
tion and Careleſsneſs, and be much in humble 
e and holy Fear. Iam 1 
15 Tour nf ncere F riend, 
Joux MASON, 


L ETTER VII. 
_ Tv thy. 


| Loving Chri ian Friend, 1 
OU complain of that in your Letter 


| Ro The beſt Chriftian muſt acknowledge 


which no Creature upon Earth is free | 


that Pride dwelleth in him. You do well to 
complain of it; but you muſt ſtrive againſt it, 


and fo we muſt all.——There | is fo much of 
Heaven in the Soul as there is of Humility, 


Hake a true Meaſure of yourſelf. Conſider 


what you are. Beg of the Lord for a humble 


Spirit Remember Chriſt was humble. 


a e 2 * 4. 7 a 
* * N 
7 * 
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F 100 Letter of t the 1 
4 As for your Temptations, and | Caſtings 
down, —it is no News to hear of a tempted 
Chriſtian, or a dejected Saint. I cannot ſee 
that any other Temptation hath taken you 
than what is common to the People of God. 
L.oet not Zion ſay, her God hath forſaken her; 
her God hath forgotten her; Can a Mother 
forget her ſucking Child ?—You may be in 
the Dark awhile, but waz? for the Lord, as 
they that wait for the Morning. To his 
everlaſting Grace and erer I. commend 
you, and remain 12 5 
5 Your faithful F riend, 


e Mason. 


x, E T T E R VI 
To the ſame. 


My dear F ried 3 in our deareſt Lord Teſar, 
HE Lord hath ſaid, I will never fail 
you nor forſake you. He will not turn 
 azvay from doing you good ; but he wall put 
His Fear into your inward Parts, that you 
ſhall never depart from him. Having theſe 
Promiſes, let us ftand faſt, Holding Faith 
ne good Conſcience. Let us allow God 
to be infinitely wiſer than ourſelves, and 
| maintain honourable Thoughts of his Ma- 
jeſty and Mercy; for as is his Majeſty, fo 
is his Mercy. Let us bow to his Sove- 
reignty, and believe his Grace. There are 
FRY . r 


* 


Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 1 
Crumbs for Dogs; Gifts for Rebels; and 
Compaſſion for Sinners The Lord encreaſe 


our Hope, encourage our Faith, and inflame {|} 
our Love, and perfect that which concerns 


* 


us !— 
with our good God on Earth, I truſt it ſhall 
be perfected in Glory.— To everlaſting 


Glory is my dear Siſter Wyat and my dear 
Brother Peter Holmes lately gone. The 
Lord, who (L truſt) had fitted them for him 
ſelf, fit us alſo !-—-O! bleſſed be God, for | 
good Hope through Grace Pray for 
me, that I may ſtand faſt in the Lord — 
With mine and my Wife's kind Reſpect to 
you, and commending you to infinite and 
eternal Mercy in Chriſt, I reft in n him, 2.40 2 


Your faithful | 
and affectionate F riend, 4 
Jonx Mason. 


POSTSCRIPT. 3 
| Lot not Jour Heart be troubled, * believe 4 
| "Trafti in the Lord and do ood. _ 2 
| Look unto Jeſus, the Author and Fini/ er A 
: of your Faith. "A 
Surely there is an End, and thine: Ex- 
| peiation Hall not be cut off. | 
It is but a little while and he that ſhall 4 
come, wall Come, and will not tarry. 4 


1 


As we have had joint Communion 


— 
100 Letters of the late 
A As for your Temptations, and Caſtings 
= 8 is no News to hear of a tempted 
Chriſtian, or a dejected Saint. I cannot ſee 
that any other "Temptation hath taken you 
than what is common to the People of God. 
Let not Zion ſay, her God hath forſaken her; 
bor God hath forgotten her; Can a Mother 
forget her ſucking Child ?—You may be in 
the Dark awhile, but wait for the Lord, as | 
they that wait for the Morning. To his 
everlaſting Grace and ey: I commend 
you, and remain 


ur. faithful F riend, 
"FOR HN M A 50 N. 


LETTER VIIL 
To the fame. 


_ by dear Friend in our deareſt Lord Teſs, 
*HE Lord hath ſaid, I will never fail 
Jou nor forſake you. He will not tur 
| 4 from doing you good ; but he will put 
His Fear into your inward Parts, that q 
hall never depart from him. Having theſe } 
Promiſes, let us ſtand faſt, Fee Faith 
and a good Conſcience, Let us allow God 
to be infinitely wiſer than ourſelves, and 
maintain honourable Thoughts of his Ma- 
jeſty and Mercy; for as is his Majeſty, ſo 
is his Mercy. Let us bow to his Sove- 
reignty, and bellen his Grace. There are 
Cirumbs 


— : 
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Crumbs for Dogs; Gifts for Rebels ; and 
Compaſſion for Sinners The Lord encreaſe | 
our Hope, encourage our Faith, and inflame 
our Love, and perfect that which concerns 
us !——As we have had joint Communion 
with our good God on Earth, I truſt it ſhall 
be perfected in Glory.—To everlaſting 


Glory is my dear Siſter Wyat and my dear 
Brother Peter Holmes lately gone. The 


Lord, who (I truſt) had fitted them for him 


ſelf, fit us alſo !-—O! bleſſed be God, for 
good Hope through Grace ! Pray for 
me, that I may ſtand faſt in the Lord. = 
With mine and my Wife's kind Reſpect o 
you, and commending you to infinite and 
eternal Mercy 1 in Chriſt, I reſt in him, 


Your faithful N 
and affectionate F riend, 8 
Jonx MASON. I 


PosTSCRIPT. F 
Let mot your Heart be troubled, ye believe | 

in God, &c. | 4 
Tru in the Lord and do good. 


Look unto . the Author and Fi ini er 4 
of your Faith. 


Surely there is an End, ad thine Er- 

Pe ct at ion ſhall not be cut off. _ - 
Te is but a little while and he that ſo all A 
come, wall come, and wall not tarry. 


BS. 
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LETTER R. 
To the ſame. 


My dearly beloved 3 in the Lord, 


IHA FEhadabundance of Comfort whilſt | 
| > I have been caring for thy precious Soul 
| (the Lord is my Witnels !) and I hope we 
| ſhall both rejoice together in the * of 8 
| Chriſt. ; 
| Ireceived your Letter, and read it with a 
| ſau Heart, finding you were troubled. The 
Lord guide you and ſettle you ! 
l look upon this as a ſure Phnciple—that 
| the Worſhip of God muſt agree with the 
| Word of God. I judge a Form of Prayer 
lawful, as arias to the Word of God.-— 
The Ceremonies are no Part of God's Wor- 
hip, for then they muſt be Matter of Neceſ- 
| ity, which we hold them not to be——but 

| Matters of Decency and Order, as the Apoſtle 
ſaith, Let all Things be dane decently, f 11 
Order. Neither Sin nor Holineſs is to be 
put in them; but they are of the Nature of 
thoſe Meats 110 (the Apoſtle ſaith) if we 


eat we are not the better ; if we eat not we 
are not the worſe,- 


do not know your 


particular Scruples, otherwiſe I ſhould be 
glad to offer what Satisfaction I could. Tonly 
tell you ſome Part of. my Thoughts. T have 
much Chriſtian Affection for thoſe that are 
| otherwife minded; in Nl they be purely | 
| OT con- 


We might have been caſt into Hell long ago. 


Reverend Mr. „ Jet Maſon. 163 J 


conſcientious, humble, and charitable Souls. 
he Lord keep you through his Name! 
am your faithful Friend that tenderly ; 
loves your Soul. N 


ON EO ITY 


EE T TEA. X. 


M 1 dearly beloved F riends in ri, 


' Rejoice in God, who hath called you into 
the Fellowſhip of his Son, our Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt; and into that Grace, wherein you 
ſtand. Let us remember, that we are, by 
Nature, Children of Wrath, even as others. 


Were we not provoking Sinners? O how did 
the Lord call upon us, and we regarded him 

'not?---But did the Lord ſtand and knock, 
and call till he made us anſwer, Speak, Lord, 
for thy Servants hear? Did he give us Ears 
to hear? Would he not let us alone, till he had 
won our hearts? —0 bleſſed be his Name! 
Ve might have been Blaſphemers, Perſe- 
cutors, Haters, and Deſpiſers of that which 
is good, at this Day. We might have countec 
the Life of Religion Madneſs; Praying, and 
Profeſſing of Religion, Fancy and Folly. We 
might have been left to ourſelves; all our 
NY Hope might have been in this Life; all our 
Comfort! in this World; all our Confidence 4 
| 1 & 3 
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in Creatures; and all our Heaven upon 


| Earth: Hath the Lord cauſed us to know 
better Things? O let us admire his Free 


Grace, now and for ever! 

y Friends, Conſider how great Things 
the Lind hath done for you. Call to mind 
your former Experiences, and live as thoſe 


| whom the Lord hath redeemed by his Blood. 
| Now you muſt look upon yourſelves as the 


Lord Chriſt's, and not your own. Conſider 


| from what you are ws and to what 1705 
are called. „ 


Would you live bell, eve theſe Rules. | 
I. Live in ; the Eye of God. 2. | Obſerve 3 


the Example of Chriſt. 3. Conſider the 
Fruit and End of Things. The Fruit of Sin 
is Shame and Sorrow. Sin is a Viper in the 


End: But the Fruit of Righteouſneſs is 
Z Peace Holineſs is eternal Life, in the End, 
4.ᷓ. Bind the Commandments upon your 


Hearts, 5. Shun the Appearances, and the 
leaſt Beginnings of Sin. 6, Ee frequent 
1 and fervent 1 in ſecret Prayer. . 


My Friends, Would you live nn 


1 take theſe Directions, 


SE 7, Live not ſo ch upon the Comfort 
of God, as upon the God of Comforts. Be 

1 afraid of F Unbokef ; that is a great Sin, Do | 
v not 


\ Reverend Mr. John N Maſon. I 05 9 
not greaten your Sins above God's ſaving 


Power. Believe, in the Word, firmly and Þþ 


conſtantly, Truſt perfectly to the Grace 
and Mercy of God in Chriſt. I will truſt 
in the Mercy of God (faith David) for ever 
and ever, Pſal. hi. 8. 2. Beware of Sin, 5 | 
pecially of wilful Sin: That will bring 

Cloud, and make a Breach between God WS. 
and your Soul. 3. Do not mind earthly. 


Things. O take Heed of unlawful Aﬀec- 2 


tions; of an unlawful Carriage of the Heart; 
about lawful Things. 4. Examine the 


Ways of your Heart daily: Search your= 


ſelves. What Sin have I committed? What 
Duty have Iomitted this Day? Every Night 


look back upon the Thouz hts and Aﬀec> | 


| tions, and os of the they 


paſt. Con- 


feſs your Failings over the Head of the Scape= 1 


Goat. This is another neceſſary Means to 


| keep your Peace with God, and to walk Com- 


b before him: And ] pray obſerve it. 
5. Examine your Heart farther, and con- 
ſider the gracious Actings and Workings 4 
God's bleſſed Spirit within you; what gocd 


Thoughts, what good Deſires, Aims, 8 1 
lutions, God hath put into you. Conſider } 


what Out- goings of your Heart, after God, 
there have been, what Incomes, and Influ- 
ences of his Grace. Daily examine your 
Hearts for theſe Things, and give God the 
| Glory of all the gracious Workings of his 
Spirit! in your Soul. 6. If you would du 


com- 
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comfortably with God, mind not what j 18 


forg'd, but what is written. Heed not eve 1 
Fancy the Devil may dart into you (for then N. 

you lie at the Mercy of your Enemy) but keep 
cloſe to the written Word of God. Thus it u 
_ evritten, ſaid our Saviour to Satan the Temp- I © 
7 ter, = much for comfortable: Walking. * 
= "NN bie Would you walk: -peaceably . 
By and ch aritably, take theſe Rules. 5 
0 5 "Raember God hath bel you to Prices Y 
2. Remember when Chriſt was reviled, he 
revilid not again. 3. If others neglect their / 
Duty to you, yet do not you neglect your l 
Duty to God, nor to them. Let not another's | 


-- 'Sin cauſe you to ſin: To render Railing for 
Railing, is to return Sin for Sin. 4. You 
muſt ſhew your Love to God, whom you 
have not ſeen, by your Love to your Brother, 
| whom you ſee daily. Shew your Piety by 
pur Charity. 5. Conſider that an unbridled 
Tongue is a Sign of an unſanctified Heart. 
They that have not a Dram of Grace to tame 
their Tongues, ſhall one Day want a Drop of 
Mater to cool their Tongues. 6. Do good 
to others. If they do not thank you for it, 
yet God will bleſs you for it. The leſs Re- 
Ward you have on Earth, the greater ſhall 
pour Reward be in Heaven: As the leſs 
Wages the Servant takes up within his Year, 
the more comes in at the Year's End. © 


Dear 


18 
* 


n 


6. Let not Opinions ſwim in your Heads; 


Things of Religion ſink into your Hearts, 
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Dear Ries M. 111 you he conſtanti n go 9 
W ays and Purpoſes, take theſe Directions. TY 


15 Remember you have engaged yourſeties $455 
to God, and therefore you muſt keep your- 
ſelves from Idols. You have given up your 
Names to God, and you muſt give up your 
Hearts to God. You have made a Covenant 
with God by Sacraments. If Satan or the 
World are Suitors for your Hearts, tell them, - 
You are already diſpoſed of; you are pre-en= 
gaged to God ; you have choſen your God, and 
you muſt not think of changing him. 2. Con- 
ſider whither would you go from Chriſt? | 
Where do you think to find ſuch another 
God as your God; ſuch another Friend as 
Teſus Chriſt? 3. Remember, if it be good to 
draw near to God, it is better to draw nearer 
to him: Still the nearer the better. One | 
may ſee an End of earthly Perfection; but 
there is no End of the Perfection of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 4. Be downright for God ; and you 
ſhall find Soul-heartning Comfort in God, 
that ſhall keep you cloſe to God. 5. Wall, 
humbly with God; that is the Way to walk 
cloſely with God. If a Chriſtian is humble, 
he is a Chriſtian indeed: God will not ſuffer 
ſuch a one to be tempted above his Strength. 


that will make you fall: But let the great ; 


and 


glorified together. 


| Place: O that you may be hid in him now, 


| Chriſt is our only Ark, to ſave us from pe- 
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and that will make you ſtand. Be content, 
Fea, willing to ſuffer for Chriſt; who did 


ſo contentedly and willingly ſuffer for you. 
And if you ſuffer with him, you ſhall be 


Now, my dear Friends, the Lord be with 
you all! I beſeech ham to ſtrengthen, ſtab- 
liſh, confirm and ſettle you; and preſerve 
vou all to his holy and everlaſting King- 


dom, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. In 
whom I am : 


Your faithful Friend, -_ 


LETTER 21. 


Dear F riend i in Cbri T 


I Long to hear of the State of your Rind 0 
1 lay hold upon the Lord Jefus Chriſt, by a 

true py lively Faith. He is anable, willing 
| only Saviour; the Soul's Reſting-Place, the 
| Soul's Dwelling-Place ; the Soul's Hiding- 


that you may be found in him at laſt, Sin 
muſt drive us to him, not from him. We need | 
him infinitely. We are, like Peter, ſinking 
into the Water: Save, Lord; or we periſh! 
Chriſt, or Hell, muſt be our Portion for ever. 


riſhing. Every Soul will be uncas'd, eber it be 
long; Y and then 1t will appear whether they 
ever 


t, 
d- 


#8: 1 oF. -- 
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ever ſeriouſſy applied themſelves to Chriſt. 


There is uo Condemnation to them that are in 


Chrift Jeſus. Nothing but Condemnation to 
them that are out of him. Faith makes Chriſt. 


ours. This conſiſts in Self-denial, and Self 


reſignation. Wemulſt ſee our Sins, ſo far as 
to abhor ourſelves; abhor ourſelves, ſo far as 
to deny ourlelves; deny ourſelves, fo far as 
to reſign ourſelves up into the ſaving Arme 
of an only Saviour. They that do Wien are 
pardoned, ſanctiſied, ſaved for ever. - 


Now let me intreat you to aſk your own 1 


Heart ſome Queſtions. 


1. Hath Sin been laid to my Heart: ? bath = 
it been my greateſt Burden*f 


2. Have 1 confeſſed my particular Sine, and 


; the Sinfulne/s of my Nature, with Sorrow ? 


3. Have Ibeen forced to make my Appeal to : I 
Chrs » knowimg that I am loft for ever, unleſs 


| be freely ſave me? Have I cricd for a Chr 1. 1 


as a condemned Man for a Pardon? 
4. Ds Thelieve he is able and willi ing to ſave 


me? Do Ibelieve that he that ſpread bs Arms |} 


on the Croſs to die for me, ſpreads his Arms I 


mow in the Gojpel, and in Heaven, to jJave me? 
Have I pleaded his Promiſes? O what a 


| precious Promiſe is that, John vi. 37. Him | 


that cometh unto me, 1 will in uo Ww! iſe cafe ; 


B 


. Have 1 had Foy 4 Pee in Beese 23 


| Hath Chriſt, relied on, calm'd and quicted my 1 
poor e ue Soul? . 


Do | 


__ l 


1710 . or" the\ love 


6. Do I love Chriſt, more than Riches, Ha. 


nours, Pleaſures? Do I love all his Ordi- 
nances? Do I love all his Saint? 
7. Do J hate Sin in ufſelf? Do I hate 


bis Siu; in myſelf ? Dol bate every Sin ? every 
Fäalſe May? 


i felf to the Service of my Saviour? 
If your Heartanſwers to theſe Queſtions, 


| happy, HAPPY» 8 are you, chat ever e 
born. 


O my Friend, 1 commend you to Chriſt, 


 _ Spirit; that you may follow him with con- 
tinual Supplications in the Spirit! That, of 


for Grace, — 


Dou afeftionate F. riend in Chriſt, 


Joun MASON. 


LETTER XI. 


N. ner-Stratfrds 
10 dear F. riend, 


Tar 


8. Do [ unſeignedly, intirely viel up 2 


IF The Lord follow you with the Motions of his 


the Fulneſs of Chriſt, you may receive Grace 

— The Peace of God, and the 
God of Peace be with you. With mine and 

: my Siſter's Love, deſiring your Prayers, I reſt 


Hear the Hand of the Lord i 18 gone out 

1 11333 you : 0 hear the Rod, and who hath 
2 3 it ! O turn to him that ſmiteth . 

* hath pleaſed the Lord to take awaz the 


Reverend Mr. Ihn h Maſon. N 
Earth that lay next your Root: He hath 


: e 8 . 
3 
22 
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been digging about you; pray now that you 


may be fruitful. Now fly from the Wrath 
to come, and lay hold on eternal Life. Now _ 
let the Buſineſs of your Soul be the Buſineſs _ 
of your Life. Open your Doors to Chriſt: 


Invite him to dwell among you, by wor- | 


ſhipping him in your Family. Whilſt your 


Hand is in this World, let your Heart be g 


in Heaven: O lay up for yourſelf a Trea- 


ſure there. What is the World! See 


Things above. If we be not ſure of Chriſt, 


what are we ſure of? If young ones die, 


how long have we to live? 0 ſtrive to 
enter in at the ſtraight Gate. Search and 


try your Ways: Conſider in the Lord's f 


Fear, wherefore he hath thus contended 


With you. Repeat of every Sin your Con- | 


ſcience ſets before you: Confeſs Sin, and 
_ earneſtly plead the Blood of Chriſt. Now {| 
the Lord hath a Controverſy with you, 
humble yourſelf under his mighty Hand. 


Cry for the Blood of Sprinkling: Never reſt 


till your Pardon be ſealed through the Blood 


of Chriſt. Our kind Reſpects from hene 
to you and your Wife. The Lord pity you 


in your great Affiictions, ewe . 


3 bleſs you. 


if am your loving F EY, 
Jorn Maso2 Ne 
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LETTER AL 


My reconciled yy dear F ret, 


| 6 i HESE areto thank you for 2. en pious 
and kind Letter; and to a 


my hearty Affection to you and yours. For 
why? Had you been a perfect Stranger to 


1 me, if I had but heard that there was ſuch a 
one as lov'd Chriſt in Sincerity, and earneſtly 


deſired more Communion with him, a deeper 
gSenſe of his Love, and larger Communication 
of his Graces, I ſhould be very unworthy to 
deny my Love and Reſpect to ſuch a worthy 
Object. But ſince I hve had the ſpiritual 
Benefit and Comfort of your Acquaintance 
for divers Years together (wherein we toox 

. ſweet Counſel together, and walked to the 
Houſe of God as good Friends, where we 


ure you of 


were mutually refreſhed with the Word and | 


Bread of Life, eating of the ſame ſpiritual 


\ Meat, and drinking of the ſame ſpiritual 
Drink, and receiving ſweet Pledges of our 


* eternal Communion with God) God forbid I 


ſhould be wanting in any Office of Chriſtian | 


Love toward you and yours, Nor do I eſteem 


your Jealouſy to be any other than the Fruit 


of your abundant Love, which is not utterly 
loſt, though I confeſs with Shame, I fall 


F ſhort of that neceſſary Goſpel Duty of Bro- 


_ therly Findnefs, as I do of all others, which 
5 beſcech God t to cover with his Mercy 1 in 


Nee M-r. John Maſon. "oy * 


Chriſt. The Lord enable me to um with | 
Diligence and Patience the Race which he 
bath ſet before me God be merciful to 
Little Lynford, which is left as Sheep with- 
ou a Shepherd. But if they hunger 
thirſt after. the Word of Righteme/ark * 


hall be filled. 1 hope when ! have Leiſure ö 
and Opportunity I ſhall not be wanting to 
them. The Lord comfort their Hearts. W 


and my Wife remember our hearty Reſpects 
to you and yours. God hath been "infinitely 


merciful to us, and hath given us a Daughter 3 1 
(now call'd Martha.) I hope he will per- . 
feet his Mercy towards us. "We are full of 


his Mereies. O that we were full off his = 
|  Prailes M Prayers are for you and 
yours ; whom God bleſs, preſerve, and keep. 


O that all Hie Ways might be Mercy and | 
Truth towards you! Caft not awway your Con- 


 idence, which hath fo great Recompence of 
Reward, The Life of Senſe is a trouble 


ſome, diſquieting Life ; for what doth Senſe 
_ diſcover but Vanity and Miſery? But the 

Life of Faith is a comfortable Life. For 
Faith makes glorious Diſcoveries of Gd 
and Chriſt, Saints and Angels, Reſt and 


Peace, and Life for ever. e troubles 


| you when you Are above. 
| you are well. remain 


Your truly loving F riend, 


Ay JOHN Maso%, 
1 
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LETTER XV. 


= Deas F riend, 
* Tuovon Providence hath ſeparated us, 
* yet it refreſheth me to think upon 
you, nd that Jam intereſted in your Prayers ; 

as you are in mine. Well, if we are met in 


1 Chriſt, we ſhall meet upon the Bench in the 


great Day of Afſize, and before a Throne of 
Glory in our Father's Kingdom. In the 


mean while, our God is with us both whilt 


| meſs of Joy. It is not fo much the Change 


we are with him. In his Preſence is Fal- 


of Place, as the Preſence of God, which 
makes Heaven. There is Heaven where 


' God ſhines and manifeſts himſelf, When 


a Soul can ſay, I would not go to Heaven, 


if it were not to meet God there; and if 
ſhould be caſt into the Flames of Hell, 1 
could not find in my Heart to blaſpheme God ; 
the Exerciſe of ſuch a Meditation will greatly 0 
help her againſt Temptations. | 
Many a good Soul doth not know how 
much ſheloves God; but when ſhe feels that 
Alffection ſtirring within her.-—O then, the 


is ina new, ſerene, comfortable Frame! Sa- 


tan flies. Perfect Love caſts out Fear, Love 

Cod, and praiſe God, and all is at Peace. 
. Nay, admit the Soul hath not got full Aſſu- 
rance of her Pardon; yet if ſhe Pts down this 


BS Reſolution Let Cod be glorified whatever 
* become 
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become of me. Let the Angels praiſe him; let © 
the Saints praiſe him; let the Jews and Gen- 
tiles be called in to praiſe him; and if it na 
pleaſe his Divine Majeſty, let my poor un uor- 
thy Soul pleaſe him, and be 7 5 
Grace for ever and wer: If it can ſay this, 
it muſt be happy with it. That muſt needs 
be a happy Soul that breathes forth the 
Praiſes of God, aſcribes all Glory to God, 1 
5 and can ſing, | 


be Glory of my Glary fi ſpall be, 
To give all Glory and myſelf to thee, 


5 „ your Heart in 4 
jc praiſing Frame. O how welldoth this ange- 
| lical and evangelical Diſpoſition befit and be- 


come thoſe, who of Sinners are made Saints: 


of Enemies, Children; of Slaves, Heirs; of | 
| burning Brands, thining Stars! When we 
acts ſeriouſly what we have been, and 
chat we might have been, nay, what we ; 


| havebeen, if infinite Mercy had not prevetit- | 


ed; (as the Lord, was ſeen in the Mount, 
when {aac lay bound upon the Altar, Mere 
came in between the Knife and the Sacri- 
fice) inſtead of being ſcourg'd, how nob 
pardoned and promoted! rais'd from 2 
to Angels Company; from the loweſt Depth 
o the greateſt Heighth; this (I ſay) if we 
conſider it, is Matter of Admiration, not of 
Expreſſion. If mn __ as many Tongues as 


rarſe to bie | 
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wee have Veins or Drops of Blood, they could 
never utter a thouſandth Part of the due 
Praiſes of Divine Grace. Let us now mag- 


ni the Lord and exalt his Name together. 


| 'O the Height, and Breadth, and Depth, and 
| Length, of the Father's Love! O the infinite 


1 and unſearchable Riches of Free Grace! O! 


the tremendous Myſtery, and invaluable 
Mercy of the Incarnation of the Son of God! 


EO 4d ſtupendous Humiliation and Con- 


deſcenſion of eternal Glory and Omnipo- 
tency! O the unparallel'd Love of a dying 


| Saviour! the fweet heavenly Communion 


Name:? 


of the bleſſed Comforter !---Lord, what do 
theſe Things mean !---Lord, what are we? 
or what is our Father's Houſe, that thou 
haſt brought us hitherto? That thou thouldſt 
make thy ſelf glorious in our Glory, Who 
had made ourſelves vile in diſhonouring thy 
1 -O, let us give him our whole 
+ Souls, who hath redeem'd them by his Blood! 


For it is fit he ſhould have the utmoſt of ſo 
dear a Purchaſe. Farewel, my deareſt 


4 Friend in the Lord, in W hom I am 


A 1 our true Frignd, 


Reverend * Te" Maſon. "343 i 


LETTER XV. 


30 dear Fr n 


TF HOUGH we be DC on. Fatth I hope 
1 we ſſhall meet in Heaven; though our 


5 Work ſhould not lie together in the Lord's | 


| Vineyard, yet I hope we ſhall ſup together 
with Chriſt; though we do not ſojourn toge- 
ther, yet] hope we ſhall dwell together to all 
Eternity; if we ſhould never feaſt together 


any more upon the Word and Sacraments, - 


yet I. hope we thall eat that Bread and drimk 
that Wine which is for ever new in our Fa- 


| ther's Ningdom. Be of good Comfort, 
Siſter, it is ; but yet a very little while, and 


he that ſhall come, will come, and will not 
tarry. We ſhall be welcome at home how 


_ ever it fares with us in our Journey. Re- 


member the Apoſtle Paul had no certain 
Dwelling-place; nay, our bleſſed Saviour 


had not where to lay his Head, We may. 


be poured from Veſſel to Veſſel, and toſſed 

to and fro upon this Ocean; it will not; be 
long, I hope, e'er we be fixed in our Har- 

bdour. My Prayers are and ſhall be for 

| thee, that God would diſpoſe of thee to his 8 
own Glory and thy Comfort. Let not thy 

| Heart be troubled; . thou belicveſt i in Pane 1 
Gi. I ſaw your Mother Leſterday, and 

ile was in good Health, as we all are here, 
1 ES W 
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| bleſſed be the Lord, I ſhoyld be glad to hear 
of your Welfare. Ireſt 


wur F riend i in Grip, 


Dee. B, 1674, bf Joux MAS. 


— — EE” I: — — emo : — — 


LETTER xv1. 


My azar Friend i in Chr iR, 


T* Providence of the Lord extends 1 
E ſelf to every Thing; but there is a ſpe» 
cial Proidenee over t . Children of God, 
I Tim. iv, 10. The Providences of God to 
| the Children of God are purchaſed Providen- 
ces, Sanftified Providences, Soul Providences ; 
They are Ordinances to them, Inſtruments 


diences of God to his Children are Promiſes 


fulfilled, P/al, xxv. 10. Again, the Provi« 
degees of God to his Children are the Fruits 


| and Anſwers of Prayer, Again, the Provi- | 


dences of the Lord ſteer the Children of Gd 
| Heaven-wards, Again, the Providences of 


good to their Souls, Again, the Provi- 4 


God combine and join their Forces for the 


good of every ſincere, ſingle-hearted Belie- 
Fer, Rom, vill, 28. My Friend, this, I truſt, 


is yopr Happineſs, that you are under the 


| by and Conduct and Tuition of 3 facherly 
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| and ſpecial Providence. Let, us anſwer the | 
Call of Providenee; which is, to watch, 
pray, and believe; and let us expect g o 
Things from a good God; and great Things 
from a great God, through our faithful and 
dear Mediator, who ever lives to make In- © 
terceſſion for us.] ſuppoſe you may have 
| heard, that our Friend Mary Tompkins is 
gone to her eternal Reſt: She died trium- 
phantly. O! (ſaid ſhe upon her Death 
Bed) What Things have I Ken“ Ann Kemp + 
| aſked her, Hath the Lord given you a Glimpſe 
of Heaven? I cannot tell (ſaid Mary) whe- 
ther it be Heaven or not, but Joys, Joys, 
ſuch Things as never mortal Eye beheld. J 
 bave fought the good Fight. And ſo ſhe | 
went on in heavenly Expreſſions. O! | 
| what Cauſe have we to bleſs the Lord, that 
| the, who was affiicted and tofſed with ſo 
many Temptations in her Life-time, found 
Joy and Comfort in a dying Hour! The 
Lord was neareſt to her when ſhe needed 
him moſt. My Wife remains as formerly; 
] hope (thro' the Goodneſs of God) not 
worſe. I deſire the Continuance of your 
Prayers for us. The Lord be with your 
Spirit. No more, but our Love. In kaſt | 


OG; 
LE. Your - affectionate faithful | 
Friendi in Chrif E: 0 
m5, 


N 9 A. * tate ; 


2 E 1. T E R XVII. 
.. Dir Friend, 


of the Scriptures, and eſpecially of thoſe 


b bard Places which are liable to ſo many dif- D 


ferent e and Expoſitions, as that 
is P/al. xi. 3. Yet that I may not be thought 


to flight ow Requeſt whoſe Profit I am 
bound to ſeck, I will tell you what ſeems to 
me to be the true Senſe of that Text. Not 
that David here doubted of God's Word, as 
if it were not a ſufficient Foundation for him 
to build upon; (for in this P/almwefind him 
very much believing, and confident in his 
God, from the beginning to the End:) 1 
think rather, this was Part of the Speech of 
bis Carnal Counſellors, who had bid him 
Flu as a Bird to his Mountain, in tlie firſt 
Verſe; and they gave this Reaſon for it in 
| the ſecond Verſe; For lo, (ſay they the Wicked 


bend their Bow, &c. But he ſcorns their 


' carnal Counſel in that Word, In the Lord 
put 1 my Truſt. But they continue their 
\ Speech in the third Verſe. F the Founda- 
tions be deſtroyed, what can the Righteous do? 


As if they had ſaid, the Foreſts, Mountains, 


and Caves, are your ſtrongeſt Holds ; keep 
to thoſe Foundations; hold you there, or 
you will periſh, though your Cauſe be never 
N 10  rightcous, Holy David diſdains their car- 
Hf | a 


HOUGH I am but a weak Interpreter 
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nal Advice, as you may read in the next 
Verſe. There is a God in Heaven that takes 
Notice how Things are carried in the World ; 
that will favour the Righteous (though he 
try them for a while) but he will utterly de- 
ſtroy the Wicked, and ſhew them no Mercy. 
Which is the Meaning of the fourth Verſe, 
and of thoſe that follow, to the End of the 
P/alm. And this is the moſt natural Senſe, 
which, upon ſerious Conſideration, I can 
fix upon this Portion of Scripture. Not but 
that I am willing to be informed by any one, 
of a better Interpretation. My dear Friend, 
It pities me to read your Complaints. The 


good Lord (if it be his heavenly Will) bes | y 


ſtore you the Joy of his Salvation. Self- 
abaſing, and conſtant waiting upon God in 
his own bleſſed Ways, are approved Means 
to recover loſt Comfort. My Prayers are, 

and ſhall be for you. With mine and my 
| Wife's hearty Love to you, and all our 
Chriſtian Friends with you, or near Jou, ih 


me 
Your affired F viend, 


WaterStraford = Jon Maso. 
2 of 10% 675. | 
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LETTER XVII. 


Me dear Friend, 


HRIST be your Soul's Comfort hin 
Though he hath taken away your 
Huſband, The Defire of your Eyes, with a 
Strobe, he hath promiſed, that his Louing- 
EKindneſ 7 not take away, The World 
Tull of Changes, but our God 1s un- 
changeable, Common Mercies are ſweet 
Mercies, but Covenant Mercies are ſure 
| Mercies. Chriſt is faithful: He ever Lives, 


and (faith he) becauſe Ilie ye ſhall live alſo. 


The Lord ſupport and comfort your 
Heart under this heavy Hand of his which 

| he hath laid upon you. O! that it may 
bring your Soul nearer to God, and to Jeſus 
Chriſt. O! that that Providence which hath 
wrought Death in your Huſband, may work 
Life in your Heart. Hate fin ; overcome 
the World; love Chriſt; mind Heaven and 
heavenly Things, my dear Chriſtian Friend, 
I have great Hopes that your Soul is ſafe, 


however it may pleaſe the Lord in his Wiſ- 


dom to deal with your Body and Family. 


Submit yourſelf cheerfully to his Will and 


Pleaſure; and ſay, Lord, here I am, here is 
my Fdmily, do with them what ſhall ſeem 
good in thine Eyes. — The Lord be gracious | 

to you. The Lord be gracious to Haver- 

N T0 Lord awaken the Hearts of the 

CIR . 
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eople, O that they might repent quick- 
3 Wrath is gone out from the 
Lo 
Will, The Lord Jeſus ſtand between the 
Living and the Dead. The Lord bleſs his 
Word and Rod to yourſelf and others. The 
Lord dwell; and rule, and walk in the Midſt 
of you. O keep cloſe to God! he will 
never fail you nor forſake you. : 
My Prayers are for you. My kind Re- 
ſpects to yourſelf, and all our Chriſtian 
Friends, My Wife ſends her Love to you, 
The Lord be with your Spirit.---I remain 


Tour e Friend i in the Lord. 
Stratford, JON. Mas0N, = 
wa 2 Ne: | 


, | 


a 5 : i . 5 8 . 


LETTER XIX. 


My rar Chriſtian Friend, and heartily be- 3 
loved in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, CLF, 


WW HAT a good God have we! that re- 


upon us when we are poor and needy, and is 
neareſt to us when we need him moſt! 


The Lord ftay his Hand if it be his 


members us in our low Eftate, thinks 


He is a Sun to comfort us; a Shield to pro- 


tect us; he gives us Grace, he gives us 
Glory, he gives us Himſelf. O what a good 


God have we !——Why hath he fre us! 
We did not chooſe ham, but he hath choſen 


us, 
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He back loved us firft, and bath loved 
us e Behold what Manner of Love the 


Father hath beflowed upon us, that 'we 


Sfhould be called the Children of God! Is not 
huis Love ſweeter than Wine? Is it not || 
better than Life? Does it not ſweeten a 
Sick-Bed? Does it not ſweeten the Thoughts 
of Death? When the Love of God is ſhed 
abroad in the Heart, then the bleſſed Soul 
cries, Welcome Death, welcome Judgment, 
welcome Eternity : Come fweet Lord Jeſus, : 


come quickly. 
I xqjoice to hear of your Recovery. And 


I rejoice in the Thoughts of that comfort- 
able Entertainment your Saviour gave you 


in the time of your Sickneſs. When the 


Apoſtle Peter was upon the Water, he ſaid 
Tord, bid me come to thee, And ſo many 
of Chrift's Friends have deſired him to call 
> them. And did you run to embrace Chriſt x 
Did you rejoice in the Thoughts of his 
Coming? And long to depart, that you might 
be with him, which is the beſt of al? O! 


3 Bleſſed be God for the Savour of his ſweet 


Ointments, which drew out your foul after : 
. him. Bleſſed be God for his almighty Spirit 
which made you ſo eagerly and joyfully de- 


ſirous of the Coming of Jeſus Chriſt. 'But 


now you muſt wait for Chriſt, as the People 
by the Sea-fide, Lnke viii. 40. He will cer- 


| tainly come. He faith, Behold, I come quick- 


hb. It is but yet a 2 ꝛohile, and he that 
ob 
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ſhall come, ill come, and will not tarry. Lou 
' muſt wait for him, and watch for him. ; 
Trim your Lamp, that when you hear the 
joyful Sound, behold your Bridegroom 
| cometh, you may be ready; and the Bride- 
Chamber Door may ſtand open for you 
A good Martyr in Scotland going to ſuffer 
for Chriſt, ſaid to his Wife, I vill not bid 
you good Night, for we ſhall meet at Supper. 
It is not long e'er all God's People ſhall be 
gathered together to him, and ſhall be for 
ever with him. 
Remember my kind Love to all my. dear 
Friends with you, and near you, as duly as 
if I nam'd them one by one. Mine and my WM 
Wife's Love to you. Let us continue to 
pray for one another. Ihe Lord be with, , 
Jour Spirit. I remain 


Your offured A riend i im the Lird, 


_ Water-Stratford, A 
Mar. 8. 97%, JonnMarg = 


LETTER XX. 


| Dow Friend, OTE 24 
J 1 Thank you for your Letter, and am glad i 
1 to hear you are fo well ſettled; but ef. : 
5 peciallh of the good Frame of youu Mind, 
' which God preſerve for his Glory. I deſire 
you may full cheriſh Thoughts of your own 
'Mortality. All our Meditations and Pre- 
1 ...-..-.. Parations 
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parations are little enough to fit us for 3 
dying Hour. Hold faſt what you have re- 

ceived; make much of your Experiences. 
Doth not Experience tell you, That the 

"worſt of the Ways of God, are better than 

the beſt of the Ways of Sin? When you ſee 
che Abundance and Glory of the World, pray 
for the Light of God's Countenance. When 
the Soul ſaith, The Lord it my Portion, it is 
3 ſatisfied - whilft others who have their Po- 
tion in this World, remain unſatisfy d. 
Watch over your Heart and Tongue, and 
Life. Watch againſt Sin; watch unto Duty; 
watch for the Coming of Chrift. Seek the 
Ts Lord, ſeek his Seer, ſeek ths F. ace euer 
more. Be not weary of well doing, and wait- 
ing upon God. Remember what you hear, 
what you read, what you pray for; and live 
accordingly. The God of Peace be with you. 
My Wife and I ſend our hearty Love to 
vou, and your Brothers, and my Couſin Betty. 


{  Weare in good Health at preſent, bleſſed be 


the Name of the Lord. I hope your Bro- 
thers profit in Learning. The Lord give 
every one of them a Portion of Grace. Com- 
mending you to the Protection, Pirection, 
and Comtorts of the bleſſed God, I reft 


Your truly loving Friged, 


N 1. ater-Stratford, = joux MasoN. | 
Fed: . % 8 


Vie To be ſenſible of Hardneſs argues 
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LETTER XXI. 
Dor Friend, | 


» l Received yours, and ſhould be ad to hear 


where, and in what Condition you now 
are. Want of Jealouſy and Zeal for the 


©... 


great 
: Name of God, deſerves tobe com plained of. 


- would not have you to be lifcouraged. It is 
a ſound Concluſion of Divines, That a Chri- 

tian may be more-ſenſibly affected with ont- , 
ward Things, which touch the Senſes, than WM 


with ſpiritual Things; and yet have a more 


in ward, deep, and hearty Concern for Spire  Ww 
| tuals, He may have a more radicated Love j 
to God, than to any earthly Things; he may KM 
have a more judicious Hatred of Sin than of 
any Plague; he may have a more ſolid, pro- 4 
found Grief for the Diſhonour of God, than 
for an Injury done to his earthly Relations; 
albeit he may be under more vehement Paſ- 
ions, and may ſhed more Tears for Wrongs 
done to his Friends, or for Plagues inflicted 


upon his Body, than he doth from ſpiritual 


Exils. Beſides, Iam glad Almighty God hath 
ſo far enlightened your Mind, to ſee fo much 


of the 


11 of Sin as to be diſpleaſed with 


| yourſel for being no more diſpleaſed at it. 
It is ſome Argument of Softneſs, when the _ | 


Stone grates upon the Fleſh, and makes it 


L | that 7 
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ttmat Hardneſs doth not prevail. God go 
on with his Work in your Heart, and make 
all Graces abound in you. Wait continualh) 
upon your God. Sect the Lord, ſeek his 
Strength, ſeek his Face for evermore. Above 
all Gettings get Wiſdom ; get Underſtanding, 
forget it not. Let me know how it is with 
you; and whether you have lighted into 55 


* en. With our Loves, I reſt 


Your loving Fa 5 


Water-Stratford, FE; Joun Mason: | 
6 Had 26. SIE 3 YT nu 


1 


LETTER XXII. 


ile Het and dear Friend, eo 
(3 OD Almighty bleſs you, and keep you! 1 


and make his Face to ſhine upon you, 


and give you Peace: The Lord lift up the | 


Liebt of his Countenance upon you, and en- 


courage you beyond all Diſcouragements. 


I rejoice to hear of your Care to keep Sab- 
| baths; and your Willingneſs rather to ſuffer | 
for keeping them, than to ſin in breaking 
them. Undoubtedly it is better to ſuffer the 
greateſt Suffering, than to fin the Neaſt Sin. 
If we keep Sabbat hs holy, Sabbaths will keep 

ws Holy. Be much in Prayer. Be always 


Fatchang againſt Sin, o der your Hearty 355 
uty 
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Duty, and for the Coming of the Lord. e 


always in your earthly Calling, or in your 
heavenly Calling, or in ſome way that may 


fit you for theſe Callings. Be heartily con- 
5 it with that Condition that Divine Provi- 
dence, or your good Parents, ſhall call you to. 


Adorn every State by Religion, and adore Rev. 
ligion in every State. Labour in all Things 
to pleaſe God, that through you God's Name 
may be honoured, and his . the better =_ 

thought of, | 


J am glad to hear of your Willingneſs 0 


1 depart out of this World. The Rule is, Vi- | ' 


lam in patientid, mortem in dęſiderio haben- 


Aum ęſt. We muſt be content to live, willmg F 


to die. I pray God to uſe you whilſt you 
live. And not to refuſe you when you 
come to die. I hope you will live to glorify 
him on Earth. I beſeech God to ene 


1 your Body and Spirit. _ 
"Tis Saturday, and My Work is upon me, = 


which makes me take my Leave of you 


ſooner than elſe I ſhould do. I ſhould be | 


glad to hear from you. God be with your 
Spirit. Ireſt 5 
Mar 5 in i Chriſtian affeflion, 


| Ir, ater-Stratford, NE ek Joux Masox. = 
Mar. 17. 1676. 5 
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My dear F r end, 


H E Lord love you, and bleſs you, and | 
keep you, and make his Face to ſhine 


3B won you. I beſeech him to ſtabliſh your 


Heart with Grace, and preſerve you ham- 
leſs and blameleſs unto the Coming of 


Chriſt. Cleave unto God with full Purpoſe | 


Y of Heart, Be aſſured that the World is 


| Vanity, Sin is Folly, Chriſt is All in All. 


Live upon God by Faith, live unto him by 

Obedience. Watch and pray, that you enter 
not into Temptation. Cheriſh good Mo- 
tions, quench bad. Honour Cod by a 
faithful Diſcharge of Duties, perſonal and 


relative. Be aſſured your Labour is not in 


Vain in the Lord. C i not away your Con- 


fidence, which hath great  Recemgence of 
Reward. 


I was laſt Wezk at NMurſſey to ſee. your ; 
Mother, who was ill; but removing to Great | 
Bic hill the found herſclf better. I hope 


' Godwill reſtore her to you all, for his Glory 


and your Comfort. We are all at preſent in 
E good Health, through God's Goodneſs. = 
My Wife and Mrs. I. and all your Bro- 
thers ſend their ſeveral Reſpects to you, and 
lo doth. . 
Your ſincer, Friend, 


Watcr-Stratford, 25 Jonx Maso x. 
May 3 7677, nos 
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LETTER XIV. 
ay dear F riend, 


; og. glad to hear of your Proficiency i in 8 
the good Ways of God. The re yo | BB 


| walk in them the ſweeter you will 
them, and the better you will like them; 


and therefore I beſeech you, For Gods Sake, 
and for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, not to 
hearken to the World, the F. lefh, or the De- 
vil, for they would take you off from the 
pure and pleaſant Ways of God. Bleſſed is 
he that watcheth, and happy is the Man 

that feareth always. Commune with your 


dcn Heart; conſider. your latter End. Look g ; 
at Things 3 What is the World to 


the Soul? The Judge is before the Door. 


Pray continually. Own the Subſtantials o ß 
Religion. I told you my Mind before we 


parted in the Cellar-Chamber; and my 
Prayers are for you by Name. Heart-work | 
is better than Head-work, It is a better 
Temper to be fervent in Charity, than in Diſ 
 putes, Own the Image of Chriſt, where- 


ever you ſee it ; and beg Wiſdom of God, 


who will give it you liberally. Fudge others . 


with a Judgment of Charity (as the Apoſtle f 


Paul doth) but judge . wit a Judg- 
K 2 ment 


132 3 5 of 1] the Jate ; 

ment of Verity and Severity. Spare not a 
Corruption. Slack not a Duty. Be always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord. 
i dear Friend, Ireceived your kind ſym- 
pathizing Letter, and thank you for it. I 
ſent to you an Anſwer, but it could not find 
you out; and therefore I fend this by your 
Mother, whom I ſaw laſt Week, bleſſed be 
God, finely ſupported. —— With mine, my | 
_ Wife's, Couſin H-—"s, and your Brothers 
9s to you, Ireſt 


5 — Your affored Find 


Mater- Strotfrd. Jonx Maso x. 5 
1 20, 1697. 


ide. 
— — 


* 


LETTER XXV. 


Dear 2 riend, | Vö“l 
: I Thank you for your Lair, God hath 
1 bleſſed me with a Son; and we are all in 
| good Health, God be praiſed. My Brother 
Mat was ſuddenly taken away, and my Siſ- 
ter is left a poor ſorrowful Widow. See the 
Courſe and Faſhion of the World; firſt the 
1 Birth of a Son, then the Death of a Brother. 
God never changes, never dies. Happy are 
they that have God for their God? they are 
ſure of ſomething, or rather of all. A4 


Man had the whole Warld he were fare of 
no- 


Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 133 
. nothing. —There is nothing like cloſe Com- 


munion with God. Watching and praying, 
and Peace with God, makes a Man's Life 


comfortable in deſpite of all the Rage and A | 


Fury of Earth or Hell. Follow on to know 
God, and you ſhall know him more. The 


Lord ſtabliſh your Heart with Grace, and 1 g 


give you a further Experience and Liking 


of his good Ways.—It would be much to I ; 


my Satisfaction to hear of your Proficiene 


in a Chriſtian Way, and that your Soul prof= 
pers. O that I may rejoice in the Day of 


Chriſt upon your Account! That! have not 
run in vain, nor labour'd in vain.— wiſh 


you a good Settlement, and under a good _ 


| Maſter, God's holy and wiſe Providence WS 
take the care of you, that you may be diſ= MK 
poſed of to your eternal Good. Mine and 


my Wife's, and Mrs. W-—'s Love to you. ; 
Your Brothers ſend you their due Reſpects. =_ 


Tam 
Your hearty aſſured F. riend, 


 Water-Stratford, Jonx Mason. 


wr = 
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LETTER Xr. 


5 Dear Mind „ 
I Thank you for your 14 I earneſtly 


deſire your Proficiency and Comfort in the 
good Ways ud God. A Chriſtian muſt be hum- 
bled, but never diſcourag ed. The firſt is a 
Duty; theſecondisa Sin. Though the bare 
talking of the Lips tends only to Penury; yet 


talking of God, and of the Things of God, 


Pom & the Heart, is Part of the Chriſtian Pra- 
ctice, eſpecially among thoſe that are endued 
with a Senſe of Religion. Our Words muſt 
be ſavouν,i]Q Seaſoned with Salt ; tending to 


* Edification ; - and ſuch as may min: 5 Grace 


to the Hearers. 


I commend to you Were Daries, A * 1 


ian i is what he is between God and his own 


Soul. Go to God for God; $O not from Qod --: 


without God: Seek his Face in Chriſt. En- ; 
| deavour for a Senſe of his Favour, and the 


Supply of his Spirit. You have the bleſſed 


and moſt worthy Name of Chriſt to ſpeed : 


your Requeſts; therefore let nothing lie up- 


on your Heart to trouble you. It is not only 
| a Suffering but a Sin, to let any Thing lie 


upon our Heart to trouble us, when we have 
a God that hids us caſt all aur Care upon him. 


God will deal familiarly with you ; he will 
be all Things to you, if you depend upon 
him, It Four Spirit fla gs Or r faints, ſearch the 


Cauſe 


| Reverend Mr. John Maſon, % 35 


Cauſe of this Untowardneſs and a L 
and conclude it is not well with you till) 
have recovered a chearful, obedient Frame of 
Heart, that you can ſay from your Soul, 


Lord, whom have TI in Heaven but thee : "= F 


Whom have I in Earth but thee? 4% 
*.- Two Things reſolve upon by the Grace of | 
| God, viz. Tojudge yourſelf; and to judge no 
body elf. God requires theſe two Things, 
To be ſevere towards yourſelf ; and charit= 


able towards others. This will bring you f 
Comfort. Attend to the Vitals and Eſſen- 


tials of Religion; they will nouriſh the Life | | 
and Power of Godlineſs in your Heart, 


Three Things make a Chriſtian, wiz. 5 
Reprntance towards Cod; Faith in our Lord | 


Jeſus Chriſt; and ſincere and univerſal Obe-„ 
dience. Mind theſe three me and the 
God of Peace ſhall be with you. — Aſſure Bl 
yourſelf, There ir ſuch a Thing as Religion 0 
in the World, though ſome deride it, and 
bthers falfly pretend to it. There is ſuch a 
Thing as Communion with God. Seek WM 
Comfort in God through Chriſt, there it is 


to be found; reſt not till you have found it, 
and then your Soul will ſay. This 1s that 


I would have; this ſatisfies and refreſhes. Þſ 
If a Man hath his Cheſt full of Treaſure, WB 
What cares he though he be called a poor f 
Man; He hugs himſelf, and faith, Populus 


me ſibilat, at mihi plauds. 80 if a Man he | 


2 Judged a Hype it matters not, ſo long | L 
i 4 as Wl 
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as he hath the Evidence of his Sincerity 3 in 
his Boſom; a Tefttmony within that he hath 
| pleaſed Ged.———In a great Houle there are 
Grooms and Scullions, yet we ſay, It. is not 
their Houſe, it is ſuch a Nobleman's Houſe, 
 heowns it; ſo there is not a Chriſtian in the 
World but hath vile Slaves lodging within 
him, but Chriſt is Lord of the Houſe, Cor- 


ruption rebels, but Grace reigns. There are 
two Houſes, two Parties, Chriſt's Side and |} 


the Devil's; and a Conflict between them. 


If it were not ſo; if it were not for this in- 
ward Conflict, Earth would be Heaven; for || 


_ outward Oppoſition would be nothing, if it 


were not for this inward Corruption. Well 
but 2ucd non placet, id non nocet. If Sin be 


our Grief and Hatred it ſhall not be our Kum, 5 
Chriſt's Side ſhall prevail. 


I commend you, my dear Friend: to the = 


| Grace of God, which is able to illuminate 
your Mind, to govern your Spirit, and to 
| preſerve you to his everlaſting Kingdom. 1 
reſt 


Your f ucere F riend, 


Water-Stratford, 1 Joun Maso N. 
Dec. 15, 1677, 5 . 


Reverend Mr. John Maſon. =, 


4 


LETTER XXVII. 


My PP PERF" Friend, 


T7 T is the Duty of every true Chriſtian to 
give God the Glory of his Grace. We 
can never bleſs God enough for his Patience, 
that hath kept us ſo long out o { Hell; nor for 
1 ys that ſo earneſtly mPDites us to Hea- 
Is it nothing, that the Lord is conti- 
5 ally following us with Terms of Peace, 
and Tenders of Mercy, and beſeeching us to” 
| be reconciled ?!——Say not in your Heart, / 
| have nothing of Chriſt in me, becauſe you 
have not attained to ſuch Perfection and Aſ- _ 
furances as you deſire. It was the ſaying of 
a good Chriſtian, I bleſs God for a good 
T hought. Bleſs God for any Token of his 
Love; any Portion of his Spirft. Thou canſt 
not ſay, Thy Sins are ee thee; but canſt 
thou not ſay, They are confaſt; they are con- 
feſt over the Head of the Scape-Goat ? Doſt 
thou heartily confeſs thy Sins unto God, with | 
all their Aggravations? O! it is a great 
Mercy. — Thou canſt not ſay, Thou haſt an 
Intereſt i in Chriſt; but hath not Chriſt an In- 
tereſt in thee? Hath he not won thine Heart | 
and Affections? O! it is a great Mercy, 
| Thou ſayeſt poſſibly, I am not worthy to be 
called a "Chil of Gad. But doth not God KB 
receive and treat thee as a Father? The 
Prodigal (Luke xv,) acknowledged, He was 
. | not 
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not worthy to be called a Son; but yet his Fa” 
ther received him. Again, it may be 
thou complaineſt of Sin; but is it with thee as 


it was formerly ? Shouldeſt thou not bleſs |} 
God for ſome Amendment? If a ſick Man 


be any Thing better'd in his Health (tho? he 
ſtill be very bad, yet) he will tell his Friends, 
He 1s ſomewhat better than he was, and he 


bleſſes God fowit. Beſides, tho' Sin dwells 
in thee, yet, perhaps, it is the Grief of thy 


Soul: Thou art its Captive, not its Convert, 


As Sin is againſt thy Soul, ſo is not thy Soul 


againſt Sin? If it be thy Gray it ſhall not 
be thy Rum. 9 
Again it may be thine Bart i 1s tr aubled ; ih 
an Hour of Temptation; but haſt thou not 
ſometimes enjoyed {weet Peace with God? 


Were not thine earthly Delights vain? Canſt 


thou not ſay now, O quam ſuave eſt iſtis Sſuavi- 
 tatibus carere? One Quarter of an Hour's 
Communion with God is worth all theDelights 
in the World ? Canſt thou not call to Mind 
{ome of God's former Loving-Kindnefles ? 
Haſt thou not ſometimes taſted and ſeen how 
; god the Lord is ?-—What a Mercy is that! 
Again, thou art not aſſured of Heaven, 
| and thou wanteſft an Aſſurance thereof, But 
thou haſt ſuch Hopes of Heaven as thou 
 wouldeſt not exchange for all the Kingdoms 
of the World; and ſhouldeſt thou not bleſs _ 
God for that ! ? which is more to thee than 
nd the Vi orld ! ? Again, Thou ſinneſt 
thr coughs 


1 plaineſſ of a hard Heart. | 
not ſo hard but it feels its Hardneſs. Did 
 Pharoah complain of the Plague of a hard | 


| Reverend Mr. John Maſon, 139 


| through Miftake or Paſſion. But canſt thou 
find in thine Heart to ſin againſt God? He 


that 1s born of God cannot ſin; that is, he 


cannot find in bt Heart to jm, becauſe he is 
born of God.“ 
complaingſt of a dead Heart. But is there 
not ſome Life in thee? Deadneſs ſtands in 
Oppoſition to Livelineſs as well as Life, If 


thou art dead, that is, not lively, yet bleſs 
God that thou art not quite dead m Treſpaſſes 

Again, it may be thou com- 

But thy Heart is 


and Sins. 


Heart? He felt it not; he was all Stone. But 
if thy Heart feels its Hardneſs, tis a Sign 


there is ſomething of Fleſh. Bleſs God for 3 


that Covenant-Mercy, a Heart of Fleſh,— 


Again, it may be the Lord tarrieth or hideth 


himſelf from thee. 


But art thou not willing 


to wait upon him, and to wait for him? 


Doſt thou wait under his Table for Crumbs ? 
Doſt thou wait at his Gate for Mercy! ? Well, 


The Lord us Cod to them that watt for bims. 1 


Lam. ili. 25. Again, it may be thou 


5 complaineſt, 75506 art often out of Frame, or 
of an uneven 1. empecr ; fomettmes praying, 
ſometimes | mnmg, &c. But though thou art 


not always the ſame, yet God is, and Jeſus 


Chriſt is; and therefore it is that we are not 
- Again, it may be thou think= IF} 
eſt thou ſhalt never be able to ſuffer for Chr1 ih = 


conſun'd.- 


thy 


Again, it may be thou 
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thy weak Nature ſhrinks and trembles at the 5 
Thoughts of it ; thou art afraid thou ſhalt ra- 
ther 4 thy Saviour, than thy Name, thy 
Liberty, or thy Life. It is true, if thou 
ſhouldeſt be left to thyſelf, it would be fo; 
but God is faithful, and he will not ſuffer tbhee 
to be tempted above what thou art able to bear. 


He will not ſend thee into a Wood to fell an- 


Oak with a Penknife. When he calls te 
to the work thou never didſt, he will g1v 
thee the Strength thou never hadſt 
Again, it may be, thor. feareft thou ſhalt fall 
away, and ſhalt never hold out to the End, 


— — 


But doth not this Fear of thine rather ſecure I 
' thee than betray thee ? Does it not quicken - 


thee to Duty, to watch and pray, &'c. It 


N 10 a Mercy if it be ſuch a Fear and Trembling 


as thou art working out thy Salvation by. 
But wherefore doft thou doubt? Hath God 
ever failed thee at thy need? When the 

Diſciples began to be concern'd about Bread; 
| faith our Saviour, [9 you not remember how. 


many Baſkets ft fall ye bool up at ſuch a Time? 


And how many at ſuch a Time? Are your 
Hearts flill harden'd? So ſay I, remember 
how God hath comforted you at ſuch a Time, 
or ſuch a Time, and be not faithleſs but be- 
lievins, —The Lord inſpire your Heart 

with Courage and Comfort, that you may 

I pe erſevere in his good Ways. unto the End. 


he Lord be your 9 your Guide, your 
Portion for ever, 


I hall a 


e Mr. Taha. r 8 1 


1 ſhall be glad to hear how it fares with 
you. I hope we are not unmindful of one 


5 another, though there had been an Inter- 


ruption of Eyiſtolary Converſe. 1 ſuppoſe 

you might not receive my laſt Letter. With 

mine, my Wife's, Mrs, W——'s, your Bro- 
ther's, and Martha's hearty Loves and Re- 
ſpects, 2 and all good Wiſhes, I reſt _ 


Your affectionate F. riend, 
7 ater-Stratford, . Jo HN M A 50N, 


"Tee 16, DOI 


LETTER XXVII. 


My dear Friend, | 
HOUGH my Time be ſhort, yet 1 


. could not omit to let you know what 
_ a Refreſhing it was to my Spirit, to receive To 


ſo good a Letter from you. The Lord carry 
on his Work effectually in your Heart, If 


thou haſt Grace, thou haſt a great Charge FF 
about thee: Satan and his Inſtruments will K 


endeavour to rob thee of it, but they ſhall 
not prevail. Our Life is hid with Chrift in 


God ; and when Chr 7 who 15 our Life [ball I 


appear, we ſhall appear with him in Glory. 
Only let us watch and pray, that we do t 
enter into Temptation, Encourage yourſelf 
in Chriſt, and God's gracious Promiſes; as 
I find you do, bleſſed be God. Keep cloſe AY 


„ 
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to God. Stand in awe of your own Con- 
ſcience. Pray conſtantly and fervently. 
Wait upon God continually. Abhor the Ap- 

pearance of Evil, my faithful and dear Friend. 


Ehe Lord keep you through his Name, 
* 1 command his Loving-Kindneſs towards 


15 The Lord enlarge the Hand of his 
Sin towards you. The Lord fulfil the 
good Pleaſure of his Goodneſs towards you, 
and the Work of Faith with Power. I hope 
we ſhall meet on Earth; if not on Earth, 
I hope in Heaven, through the Riches of 


BF Free-Grace. Grace be with your Spirit. 
Take this as ſnatch'd from my urgent Oc- | 


5 5 caſions; and be aſſured of the ak Aﬀec- = 
tions and Ai diva of 


Your loving PF 


F | Water-Stratford, Joux Masox. 
* Dec. 8, 1 | 


My affechionate and dear Friend, 


you oblige us by your good and kind 0 
Letters, and the News you {end us. I 


3 hope you have that ſpecial Gift of God, 


Faith. Now is a Time to exerciſe it. Now 
God's Wratl: ſeems to be hindled a little 

againſt the Nation, Bleſſed are all 1255 that 
put their Truft i in Him. 


* O let 


in Heaven! O that we were wiſe to make 


ciful. Let our Souls fall into the Arms f 


ly with all heavenly Favours! Be encourag'd 


1 Wite's Love to you. Pray for her and me. 


Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 1433 


O let us lay up for ourſelves a Treaſure 


Proviſion for our Souls whilſt we enjoy our 
Lives! That when our Lives ſhall be loſt 

our Souls may be ſafe, and that for ever. 
| — What a Mercy is it that we have a God 
to go to? And the Name of Chrift to go to 
him in? Antichriſt is cruel, but Chrift is mer- 


Cbriſt, though our Lives ſhould fall into the * 1 
Hands of Antichriſt. O that M Sparets. . * 
be faved inthe Day of the Lord Jeſus ? And os C 
that we may meet at laſt in Heaven 
O!]! pray, pray that he would bleſs, guide, 'F 
| Preſerve and keep you and me, us and ours | 
dy the Holy Ghoſt, that we may never fail; ñ⁵ 
but be faithful unto Death, that + we may re- 

 CerVe a Crown of Life. —_ 
Tze Lord manifeſt himſelf unto you in the 
Riches of his Love; and bleſs you abundant- 


to perſevere in Well- doing, for you ſhall reap =? 
/ you faint not. O let us live by Faith till 
wee ſhall live by Sight. Let us walk with 
God till he ſhall take us. Mine and my 


The Lord watch over your Spirit, and charge 
his Providence with you; and command 1 


Things to work together for your good. | I 
remain A 


Your Haiti ul F ric a 
I. ater-Siratford; | Jo HN i M ASON. 
Mar. 31, 1679. | 


e _ =. 
7 5 f 550 rite. Bleſſe 
ol his god 
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LETTER XX. 


10 dear F. riend, 


: I AM ſenſible of your Love to us. You 
mourn with, us, and rejoice with us; and 
1 hope you pray for us, and praiſe for us. 
And therefore I muſt needs defire your tem- 
poral, and eſpecially your eternal Welfare. 
I rejoice in the Hopes of your Stedfaſtneſs 
be God who hath preſerved 


ou, and followed you with the Motions | 


meet in his Kingdom. Be encourag'd {till to 0 


F 4 depend on God, Converſe with him by 


Faith, Meditation, and Prayer. If any deſpiſe 2 


che good Ways of God, I truſt you can juſtify | 
them by your own Experience. God's Work 
is Wages, and in keeping his Commandments 


3  God.- 


there is great Reward, Goon ( my dear and 
faithful Friend) go on in the Strength of 
God. Follow after Rishteorjneſs, Holimeſs, 


A: d Spirit. The Lord carry on his 
Work in our Hearts, that we may at laſt | 


Faith, Love, Patience: Meekneſs. Labour | 


after farther Meaſures of Grace, and more 
intimate Acquaintancc and Communionwith 
Ie May of the Lord is Strength 


to the Upri ht. The farther a Man walks in 
the good Ways of God, the better he will 
find them. Let us live by Faith, till we ſhall 
© hiveby Sight. Let us breathe by Prayer, till 
pe breathe out our Souls! into Chriſt's Bo- 
ſom. 


Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 145 
| fom,—Say, we are weak, (as it is moſt 
true;) our God will ſtrengthen us. A Chri- 
ſtian cannot keep himſelf but he 2s kept by 


the Power of God, through Faith unto Sal- | | 


vation. —Therefore we muſt commit our | 
Souls to God's Keeping, and derive Supplies =_ 
of Strength from Jeſus Chriſt. O that we 
might daily receive of his Fulneſs, even 
Grace for Grace! When Satan tempts, or 


the World tempts, fly to Chriſt, and he will 1 


ſuccour. If your Heart be dead, 80 to a3 4 
Chriſt, and he will quicken it. 
I commend you to Chriſt in my Prayers; 


I commend Chriſt to you in my Letter, 


Cbriſt is All in All. Becauſe 7 live (faith he) | 
pve ſhall live alſo. Chriſt ſweetens Life, Wl 
Deck. the Grave, Reſurrection, Judgment, 


Heaven, Eternity: Chriſt ſweetens all 
Do you not love a Man when you ſee (ali- 
guid Chriſti) ſomthing of Chriſt in him? 


Do you not love a Book when you xgead y 
ſomething of Chriſt in it? Are not the Or- 
| Cdinances dear to you, becauſe Chriſt is to 
be ſeen through theſe Lattices? And do i 


you not love Chriſtian Aſſemblies, becauſe 
Jeſus Chriſt walks in the Midſt of the gol 
den Candlefiicks ? 


My dear F riend, 1 hope you woly bees 


to Chriſt, and will one Day ſee his Face with _ | | 
5 Joy. He is our Prieſt, he is our Surety, he | 


is our Advocate at the right Hand of the 
Father, O let us prize him, and praiſe him, 
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$0 Eternity. To the Lord's s Almighty 


Protection, and moſt gracious Favour, 1 
commit you, remaining 


Your aſſured e F. end 


Water-Stratford, JoHN Masox. 
— * 125 TO: FAY b 
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. "My: very aſectionate, and very dear F riend, 


HOPE there is an indiſſoluble Knot be- 
- tween us that neither Silence nor Diſtance |} 


| can break in Pieces; I mean the Unity of the | 


Spirit; which will out-ſtand all carnal Alli- ] : 
ances, founded in Blood or Marriage; and 
all temporary Confederacies grounded upon 


Intereſt or Temper. Time often breaks the 
laſt, and Death ever diſſolves the firſt of theſe 


| Ties and Communications. But ſpiritual 


Friendſhip grows by Time, and is perfected 
by Death; it laſts and holds for ever. The 


Time comes when there will be no Friend- 


Mip but fpiritual Friendſhip. When Eve 


. awokeout of Adam 's Side, how was he joyed * 


in her? This is Bone of my Bone, &c. But 
when they had ſinned he bitterly accuſed her 
a at the Bar of God. Such will the End be of 
| all that jocund Friendſhip of all unregene- 

rate Allies; they will be divided at the Bar 


of God, and no otherwiſe united, than as 3 


Tares | 


Neverend Mr. John Maſon. 147 
Tares are in the ſame Bundle, whoſe Near- 
neſs does help to conſume one another. 
But, I hope, my dear Friend, we are one 


Spirit in Chriſt forever; I hope we are met 
in him through Grace; ſhall meet with him 


in the Clouds; and ſhall be ever with him 
in Heaven. In the mean Time I condemn | 
and abhor myſelf, that when Divine Provi- | 


dence gave me a long wilh'd for Opportunity a 
ol ſeeing your Face, I was no more inward | 
With you; and that I fo foohſhly loſt the 


| Advantage I then had of conſulting and far- 


thering your Spiritual Eſtate. 


Sorry I am there was ſo little of Heaven, i 


| fo muchof Farthlineſs and Carnality in my _ 


Converſation with you: And this I write |} 


with Grief and Shame. How often have my 
Bowels yearned towards your Soul! that 1 
have onen. O that you were but near me, 


1 or by me! O that we had but an Opportunity 


- nal, 


of diſcourfing together of Pr hmgs pertaming to 
the Kingdom of God -l had an Oppor- 
tunity ; I fay, I had an Opportunity. But 
itt is gone, it is gone! and whether I ſhall 
ever have the like again I know not. The 
Lord forgive me! Though I have not 
been my Brother's Keeper, yet I will com- 
y Brother to that God, who is able 
"= him from this preſent evil Worlds 
0 from every evil Work, unto Life eter= 
-The Lord, by his Spirit, breathe 


into you better Meditations than I could poſ- 
OO "I : 
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| poſſibly have ſuggeſted. I ſhould have 


ſpoken to you; but yet I may ſpeak for you, | 


and you for me, to that God who is with us 
both at the ſame Time; and who can bleſs 


| us both out of the Riches of his Grace and 


IF Goodneſs ; in Jefus Chrift. In whom [ am, 
: Dear Sir, 
Your affeftionate Friend, 
that longs for your everlaſiing Happineſs, 
Water-Stratford, JohN MASON. 
Feb. 9, ONE TH 


. 1 
——B— — 


x E T T, E n XXIII. 
To the ſame, 


My * F. riend, 


"OURS I received not till about a \Fork- 
night ago, for it lodg'd at Mur/ley, 1 
am Cs unmindful of you. I counſel you 
to ſanctify Sabbaths. Remember to keep 
holy the Sabbath, and that will be a Means 


to keep you holy.---And pray continually. 
Wreſtle with God for the Pardon of your 


Sins. Confeſs them over the Head of the 


| Scape-Goat, Jeſus Chriſt, Beg for the 
Spirit of Application, that you may apply 


Chriſt to yourſelf; apply the Promiſes when 
von hear them, or read them. The Word 
does 
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1 does us good when it is applied, and Pro- 
vidences do us good when they are apply'd. 
The Lord teach us /o to number our Days, 
as we may apply our Hearts to Wiſdom! 
And ſo to hear, as we may apply our Hearts 
to the Practice and Obedience of the Word? #% 
Il pray God carry on his Work in you. 
N Heart, that you may grow in Grace, as you Þ 
grow in Years. O! that in theſe dark and 
dangerous Days, we may fly to our God to 
ie us, cry to our God to help us; and he | 
will be a preſent Help in the Time Trouble. 
1 ſhould be glad to hear any Time from 
you of the Caſe of your Soul. Have a ſpe- 
cial Care of that. We muſt ſhortly put of 
theſe Tabernacles ; our Souls will return to 
God for their Sentence. O that we may be 
changed by Grace, before we are changed bx 
Death! I hope we ſhall meet in our Father's . K 
| Houſe where are many Manſions. The Lord 
be your Guide, your Keeper, and your Com- WW 
forter——Mine and my Wife's and Siſter i 
Te $ Love to you. T reſt 85 


Vows afeflionat F end. 


Water-Sratfrd, „eon Masox. I 
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L E Þ T E R XXII. 
To the ſame, 5 


Dear F riend, 


S Sweats are good for a Man' s Body, T” 
if a Man comes well out of them; ſo 
Afflictions are good for the Soul, if a Man 


come well out of them. I with vou may 1 


come out of y our Sickneſs, and that you may : 
come well out of it. It is gegd for you that 
you have been affiitted, if you can ſay, I bleſs 


the Lord, I ſec the Vanity of the World, the _ | 


| Uncertainty of the World and the Approach 


q of Judgment, It is good for you that you 


have been afflicted, if you have been taught 


by it that Chriſt is beſt, and Sin ts worſt, O! 
Re the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, ta 


waſh away my Sins, and to deliver me from | 


the Wrath. to come, You come well out of 
your Afflictions, if you are more ſerious, 
more cautious, and more circumſpect; more 
watchful and prayerful, more ſpiritual and 
; heavenly-minded. 5 5 
Death is a good Debt ED) muſt be paid, 


The Clouds return after the Rain. O pre- 


pare carefully for your latter End. What 
Time you have to ſpare from your Wordly 
Occaſions, ſpend it in your Soul's Concern- 
ments. Accuſtom yourſelf to Prayer, to 
good Thoughts, to reading of good Books, 

cipecially 
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Cc pecially God's Book. Labour to be what 
all wiſh they had been when they come to die. 
Conſider and think of the beſt Things, and 
keep the beſt Company.—In every Thing 
aim at God's Glory, and your eternal Salva- 


"tion.——As we have lived under one Roof 


together, I deſire we may live in our he- 
venly Father's Houſe together; and be for | 
ever with the Lord. No more, but hearty 2 
.--Kovefrom”  -- 2 


Tour loving F Fiend,” 
 Marflers | 5 
f July IL, 982 Lagos Masox. 


—_— 


— 


EL E T T E R XXXIV. 
To Mr. aan Mead. 


Dear Friend, 3 
HE Lord be with you! The Lord 
ſhine upon you in the Face of Chriſt. 

1 Dy ſeek the Face and Favour of God. He 
that findeth Chriſt, findeth Life; he findeth I 

the ſweeteſt of all Bleſſings ; he findeth the 
Pearl of greateſt Price, Chriſt is the Lamb of | 
God that Crakerh away the Sint of theWorld. 


Sin will find us out, if Chriſt do not hide us. 1 
But he ſpreads his Wing, and calls us to 


come under it. The Lord bring you under 


the Wing of Chriſt! under Covenant Pro- i 


3 tection, my dear Friend, that your Soul may 
be ſaved in the WAY 17 the Lord Jeſus.” oy 


L 4 Beg 
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Beg not only Pardon but Purity of Heart, 

deſire a new Nature, that you may ſerve the 

| Lord in Newneſs of Life. Watch and pray | 

| againſtSin; and every Night examine your= 
ſelf how you have ſpent the Day. Bleſs the 

| Lord for what good he hath enabled you to 

| do, and confeſs, and be humbled if you 

| Have thought or ſpoke, or done any Evil. 

Walk as in the Sicht of God, ſpeak as in 

| the Hearing of God; do all Things as in 

= his Preſence, who is our Judge. 

I commend you to the infinite Love of 5 

4 God, and reſt, 

: Your Ioving Friend, 1 

| 1 0 25 JoHN Mason, | 

5 Jan. 26. | | e 5 188 


LETTER XXXV. 
To the fame. 5 


"ide F. riend. 


Ie your Happineſs in all Reſpects, * : 
I that that God who gives you Health and 
Strength for your earthly Calling, may en- 
able you for the Duties of your heavenly Cal> | 
5 and that whilſt your Hand is in the 
World, your Heart may be in Heaven. „ 
l! hope you doconſcientiouſly obſerve God's 
Sabbaths, and delight in his Ordinances, And 
that you experience the Sweetneſs of Com- 
munion with God, and of his Service, which 
Wy. | 18 
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is perfect Freedom. I deſire that you may 
continue in Well-doing, that you may be 


faithful to the Death, That you may receive 

a Crown of Life. ToReep a Conſciente void * 
| Offence, muſt be your daily Exerciſe, and it 
| fhall be your daily Comfort. 


 Thopeyou viſit the Throne of Grace ally, 


and find Prayer to be your chief Delight, and 


the beſt of your Fare. Confeſs what you 


find amiſs in yourſelf. Peg Pardon and Sance- 
> tification. Endeavour to walk cloſely with 
There 1s nothing like cloſe Com- | 


I, 
* * 
1 
; 
F + 
2s by x 
L a * 


munion, and cloſe walking with God.— 


— 
22 


5 . 4 
. 1 ˙ 1 Ä 


mould be glad to hear of your Soul's Proije- _ L 


I _ rity. Though I ſeldom write to you, you are 


not out of my Heart, nor out of my Pray= | 


ers. My Service to your good Brother 
Milliam, of whoſe Recovery I long to hear, 
| and to your Brother Samuel, to whom I 


thought. to write, but at preſent want Op- 


portunity.— The Lord Jeſus be with you. X i | 


12 him lam 
. Your Joh F end; 


Joun Maso N, 
Dec. 7. 


. E ＋ 7 E R XVI. 
5 the ſame. 
us loving Friend, 


Y OUR Condition puts me in Mind of a ; 
ed of Jacob.- | 


j 


And now I muſt 7 
| pro- . 
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provide for my own Houſe alſo. I deſire the 


Lord may dwell in your Heart and in your 
Houle, the Patriarchs were wont, where 


they pitch'd, there to rear Altars; never ac= | 
counting themſelves ſettled till the Worſhip = 


= with the 


of God was ſettled among them. 1 
My Friend, F the Son make you free then. 


| are you free indeed; and where the Spirit cx 


the Lord is, there is Liberty. I hope you 


are in Chriſt, and have the Spirit of Chrif 1 


_ dwelling in you. - Then are you free from. 
the Law of Sin and Death. 


I defire your Houſe may be a Bethel, not | 


2 Bethaven; a Houſe of God, and not a 5 


Houle of Vanity. Tdefire that Prayers and | 
Praiſes may there be aſcending, and Mercies | 
and Bleſſings deſcending. He that provideth |} 
not for the Bodies of his Family is wor/e than | 
an Infidel; he that provideth only for the Bo= 


5 dies of his Family is no better than an Infidel. 


| You will fee that all that are within your | 
Gates keep holy the Sabbath-Days. That will 


make happy Week-days.— The Lord bleſs 


you in your Soul, and in your Body, in your 

Perſon, and in your Family; in your Baſtet, 

and in your Store; in your going out, and in 
your coming in, from this Time forth, and — | 


or evermore. Amen, 


The Lord keep your Heart and keep your - 


Houſe! I beſeech him to follow you ever . 


to keep you by his n Power through 
2 Faith 


powerful Motions of his Spirit, and IX | 


A Zetter herd the Reverend Mr. John 1 


our Friends. Some have admired the old Cu- 
ſtom of the Thracians, who celebrated their 
Nativities with Mournings, but their Fune- 


on the contrary, ſo breath'd Piety, and re- 


> | 
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Faith unto Salvation. Mine; and my 


Wife's Love to you, your Brothers, and a 
Friends. I deſire your Prayers, and remain 


7 Wu faithful Friend, 
1 Water-Swratford its Joux Maron 
8 6, 1688. 1 Ts REPO 


Maſon, to Mr. Anthony Holmes, on the | 
Death of his beloved 85 "eo Mrs. Haunak = 
Wyatt, is 


” | HERE is no Necelfry, 1 my * Rene 1 i 
1 ther, that we ſhould, like Nibe, | 
' weep ourſelves into Marble, for the Loſs ß 


rals with Feaſts of Joy. And for us, who, by _ 

the Light of the Goſpel; have an Inſight in- 

to, and a Proſpect of Heaven; for us, I fay, |} 

to mourn beyond Meaſure for the Loſs off 

our Friends, is certainly very unbecoming; 
eſpecially for ſuch as did not lie grovelingon 
the Earth, void of heavenly Things; but, I 


| lifhed Heaven, that they were even read 
do expire with the Earneſtneſs of their De- 
fires, and the e of their Prayers. 1 


And 


& 156 Letters of the late 
And fuch a one was our deareſt Sifter, | 


| who was ſo enamour'd with the better 


Things of the other World, that nothing "= 

vl could attract her Deſires. 
not the Sharpneſs of her Wit, the Comeli- 
| neſs of her Perſon, the Sweetneſs of her Diſ- 


It is 


poſition, nor the reſt of thoſe moral Virtues 
which 1 fo much admir'd in her; but it is 
her wondrous Piety, her lively Faith in her | 
Jeſus (whom ſhe lov'd, worſhip'd, nay, was 


almoſt es to die for Love of) that Iwould N 
Preiſe. 


She told me a little before her Death, 7 * 


love you all dearly, but my Jeſus (which | 
word ſhe expreſſed with a wonderful Em- | 
phaſis) ig infinitely dearer than you all, She | 


3 could have had Patience to have liv'd, but to : 2 


die was her great Deſire; well knowing, 5 
that that would be a Paſſage to the full and 
eternal Fruition of her much deſired Jeſus. 
None ever feared Death more than ſhe deſird 


it: Nay, ſo vehement was her Rejoicing at 
the hopes of her approaching Change, that! 
could not but be extremely affected with it, 


and a Partaker of it too. When I ſaw her 


juſt on the Gonfines of the heavenly King- 
dom, as it were on the Threſhold of a bleſ- 


ſed Eternity, I was almoſt overwhelm'd 
with the Exceſs of my Joy. | 


But whither is ſhe gone? In what Station 

is our Siſter (no longer in the Fleſh but in 

the enn now placed? ? She! is not a Shadow, 
but | 


| Reverend Mr. John Maſon. 157 


but a Star ; no longer a Widow, but married 

to her Lord, to whom ſhe was betrothed. 

This ſhe expreſſed a little before her Death. 

When ſhe receiv'd a moſt affectionate Letter 

from a certain Friend (who was almoſt dead 

co hear of her Illneſs, and earneſtly deſired 

ber Health) I aſked her Contents of the |} 

| Letter; her Anſwer was, I am obliged to aa 

one who wiſhes me Health, or any good 

Thing, but O! my jeſus, my feſus ; proteſt» | 

ing then, that ſhe longed for nothing more 

than to enjoy her beloved Jeſus. = >. >." _— 
And now the bleſſed Time is come. Now = 

| the rejoices in her Jeſus, and ſhall do ſo to 

- eternal Ages. A bleſſed Sabbath hath {Þ 

| ſhined on her, which ſhall never be darkened 2 

with an Evening. | 

Ię his puts me in Mind of ancther Thing, b 

5 It was on the Lord's Day that our b 5 

Siſter departed from us to her Lord, As 

Lord Chief Juſtice Hales died on Chriſtmas | 

| Day, which he uſed to obſerve with great 

| Solemnity; ſo that Day bleſſed this holy 

Woman, which ſhe was wont to obſerve witKgk 
admirable Strictneſs. She prefer'd one Sab= 

bath before a thouſand Week Days. Iwill 

| ſpeak a great Word. I verily believe L | 

never took more Pains to make a Sermon, 

than ſhe did to apply it to her Heart; and as 2 

in a Cabinet to treaſure it in her Breaſt, 2A 

This her wonderful Piety I could not but 
admire whulſt the lived; and though ſhe be 

| _ 4 L 
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This I deſign'd to have ſpread abroad, that 

others might be moved with a holy Emula- 
tion of ſo pious an Example. Yet ſhe (ſuch 
was her Modeſty) would by no Means per- 
mit it to be done in the Pulpit. For after! 
had heard that {he had forbid all Manner of 


dead, the Remembrance of that dies not, | 5 


V publick Panegyrics, I deſired that ſhe would, 
at leaſt, give me. leave to ſay ſomething of 
her; but her Humility overcame my Im- 


pPortunity. But O let not ſo ſplendid an 


this ſo excellent and glorious a Specimen of 
Picty, which we have ſeen in her, live, in- 
creaſe and flouriſh among us. 
As to what pertains to you (my dear Bro- 
ther) 1t muſt needs be grievous to bear the 
Loſs of fo loving and ſo beloved a Woman. 
Eyen in her laſt and greateſt Extremity, her 
Affection for you cool'd not at all. In this 
Manner ſhe cried out, Oh, my dear Anthony! 
] how I love that Brother! But there is 
F no need of Arguments to prove this, which 
was ſo evident through the whole Courſe of 
ber Life. Shelov'd you as a Brother, took 
Care of you as a Mother; «nay, and long 
N ſupply'd the Place of a Mother to you. . 


I ereaſe your Grief, but for the Sake of your 
| precious Soul. Iam well aſſured how much 
| ſhe lov'd it. How many were her Deſires 
3 and Cares, and Solicitudes, her Prayers and 
1 n ee 


Example ever ſlide out of our Breaſts! Let | 


But wherefore do I write this? Not to in- 
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5 you all Happineſs as to your bodily Health, 


in your Marriage, in your Trade, in all your 
Affairs; but her greateſt Care was for your | 
L Soul. Love yourlelf as ſhe loved you. En- 


deavour, with all your Strength to imitate 


and follow her. 
FF She had a ſerious mind, and a heavenly = 
1 Breaſt. She was taken up with divine | 
| Things. Her Heart was in Heaven, while 
8 - hex Boſinef confin'd her to Earth. She was Wi 
| frugal, and yet liberal. In her Temper Meek- 2 
| neſs was join'd with Fortitude. In her 
. Practice ſhe was induſtrious, but not cove- 
| tous; ingenious, but not malepert; come 4 
ly, and yet chaſte; prais'd abroad, yet 
| Humble at home. She had great Reverence 
| for the higher Powers, and gave great De= {| 
| ference to the Dignities of the Church. 
| Againſt our» Superiors ſhe eſteemed it a 
Crime even to whiſper; yet made herſelf | 
| equal even to her Inferiors. How many 
'are the Poor, and Sick, and Maim'd, that 


ſhe hath help'd? So that ſhe might truly 


have been term'd a Deaconeſs of the Eng- 
9 iſh Church. She dy'd to herſelf, that ſhe Þ} 
might live to others. She was conſtant in 
Prayer; a ſtrict Obſerver of the Sabbath. Ml 
She lov'd the Word of God, and reverenc'd M 
his Image in his Saints. To thoſe ſhe was FP 
conſtant Companion, and delighted in their 
e Company, ü tho' tex: were by others wo; To 
; 2 
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tes Sunn of the World. She prefer d aDrimn 1 
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of Grace before the Riches of both Indies; 
yet ceaſed not endeavouring after all the 


Links of the golden Chain. She liv'd in 
Faith, and died! in Faith, and by Faith ſhe 
fled to Chriſt, as to an Altar, whom ſhe. 
juſtly efteemed the Beginning and End of 
her Salvation. And, finally, hence aroſe 
er Triumphs over tke infernal Powers, and 
the horrible Pomp of Death —Behold her 
FP.o,«aith, my dear Brother, and 1 imitate it as far ; 


as you can. 


Let this ſuffice at perfor to be bid of 0 our 


: deareſt Siſter, by 


by our line Brother, 


*  Water-Stratford, 5 Joux Masox. Ds 


Wer. 17, 1683. 


. B. Tho? a Letter from 8 chis laſt is n 
cribed, was not wrote in the Author's own Hand (as the 
reſt) yet, from the pious Spirit it breathes, and the good 
Hand from whence it came (wiz. Mr. Thomas Holmes, the 


dun Brother of that excellent Lady whoſe Character it con- 


tains) 1 cannot but think it is genuine. However there 


being in many Places of it plain Marks of the Latin Idiom, 


and in ſome a Flatneſs and Stiffneſs of Expreſſion, unna- 

tural to an Original, and very different from the Life, Eaſe, , 
and Vigour of Mr. Maſon's Eng//þ Epiſtolary Stile, I am 

| inclin'd for theſe, and ſome other Reaſons, to think that it 


is a Tranſlation from a Latin Original, which, if extant, 
9 88 would «2 200 much more 9 5 
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